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MAY BACKS STREET AS HE SETS SIGHTS ON TACKLING HOMELESSNESS 



Theresa May, with UTC boss Robert Hupfer and Andy 


NEWLY-ELECTED mayor Andy Street is 
the man to deliver investment and jobs to 
the West Midlands, the Prime Minister said 
as she helped celebrate his win. The PM 
headed straight for the area just hours af¬ 
ter former John Lewis boss Mr Street was 
elected as the first West Midlands Mayor. 

The two were taken on a tour of UTC 
Aerospace Systems in Wolverhampton, 
which unveiled a multi-million pound pack¬ 
age of investment at its factory in March. 

And Mrs May said that while she was not 
complacent about a Tory win in the General 
Election on June 8 Mr Street’s election was 
a good starting point. She said: “I would like 
to congratulate Andy Street on winning the 
West Midlands mayoralty. People here in 


the West Midlands now have a strong local 
champion in Andy who will get on with the 
job delivering for the local area. 

“A strong mayor here in the West Mid¬ 
lands, a Conservative mayor, working with 
a Conservative Government can deliver for 
this region. I have seen in visits to compa¬ 
nies I have done with Andy his determi¬ 
nation to ensure there is investment, jobs 
and opportunities for the people here in the 
West Midlands.” 

“What is great about Andy is that he has 
business experience. He is passionate about 
the West Midlands and has already been de¬ 
livering for the West Midlands. And he will 
be working with government to ensure that 
the West Midlands is able to develop and 


see that growth and prosperity.” Speaking 
to the Chronicle’s sister paper, the Express 
& Star, Mr Street said he was considering a 
number of key issues to prioritise in his first 
weeks in office, and vowed to immediately 
set to work on reducing homelessness. 

He said: “In all of the campaign we talked 
about a lot of different things we will get 
done. If you said to me what have I learned 
in the campaign that is really on people’s 
minds well actually it is the degree of rough 
sleeping and homelessness in our city cen¬ 
tres. And if you said to me what do you 
think I have been told should be my priority 
it is that and I want to personally lean into 
that in my first week.” 

• Pension - Page 5 


Leader vows £50k will go towards maintenance costs 


PARK FEES 'ARE 
NOT A RIP-OFF' 


A COUNCIL leader has defended parking 
charges at Sandwell Valley Country Park af¬ 
ter it was revealed more than £50,000 was 
made in six months - insisting the authority 
was ‘not ripping people off’. 

Charges were brought in at the West Bromwich site 
for the first time in November after council bosses said 


they could no longer afford 
park. 

And cash gained from parking 
has shot up in recent weeks as 
more families visited with the im¬ 
proving weather and spring bank 
holidays. 

Sandwell Council leader Steve 
Eling said high visitor numbers 
proved people were willing to pay 
to come to the site. 

Drivers have to pay from 40p 
for an hour up to £2 for more than 
four hours. Those who don’t pay 
face fines of £50. 

Machines 

The money coming in has piled 
up, with thousands of families 
from across the Black Country 
heading to the popular beauty 
spot. Since charges were intro¬ 
duced, a total of £54,180 has been 
generated from the pay machines. 

Councillor Eling said: “Most 
people think they get a good deal 
on parking charges compared to 
facilities elsewhere. 

“The money coming from that 
goes into the car parks and other 
infrastructure at Sandwell Valley. 


to fund maintenance of the 

By Richard Guttridge 


“We have more green flag parks 
per head than anywhere in the 
country and we have to raise our 
income otherwise our parks will 
go down the same pan as in other 
places.” 

The cash-strapped authority 
came under fire when it was an¬ 
nounced last year people would 
be made to pay for the first time. 
Parking had previously always 
been free. 

Council bosses have stressed 
the authority is not profiting from 
the move but raising funds to be 
put back into the park, which it 
must to due to budget cuts. 

Councillor Eling said: “We 
have confounded the critics who 
thought no-one would go there - 
the place is packed. 

“We are not ripping people off 
here, I think the charges are rea¬ 
sonable compared to elsewhere. 

“People can see we are continu¬ 
ing to invest in Sandwell Valley to 
keep it a top-class place to visit.” 


Lorra, lorra people after Cilia role 



Alice Goddard, Hazel Cumming, Lorna Davey, Rachel Newton and Rachel 
Cooper at the auditions outside the New Alexander Theatre in Birmingham 


FOUR hundred Cilia Black hopefuls 
queued round the block for the chance 
to play the 1960s singer in a forthcom¬ 
ing musical about her life. 

The auditions, at the New Alexandra 
Theatre in Birmingham, attracted girls 
from as far away as Edinburgh and 
South Wales, with a good smattering of 
Black Country talent thrown in. 

Cilia’s son, executive producer Rob¬ 
ert Willis, who attended the inter¬ 
views, was impressed with the turnout. 
“Everyone’s in with a chance,” he said. 
“For me, it’s about capturing the spirit 
of my mother.” 

Third in the queue was Rachel 
Cooper, of Vicarage Road, Wednesfield, 
who said she would love to leave the 
working men’s clubs circuit for a ca¬ 
reer on the musical stage. The 34-year- 
old, with a belter of a voice, was not 
shy about performing a verse or two of 
Cilia favourite ‘You’re My World’ for 
film crews who were there to record 
the occasion. 

Rachel Newton, 22, from Brownhills, 
who was fourth to arrive, was also full 
of ambition. The budding actress, who 
trained at South Staffordshire College 
in Lichfield said: “I just want to become 
a musical theatre sensation in the West 
End.” Around 250 people registered on¬ 
line in advance of the auditions - also 
being held in Liverpool, Edinburgh 
and, on Friday, in London - with an¬ 
other 50 booking their place the night 


before. On the day, a further 100 girls 
turned up on spec and were allowed to 
sing for the judging panel. 

Next week all the judges will get to¬ 
gether to start the process of whittling 
down their favourites to an overall 50 
potential Cillas. More auditions will fol¬ 
low, with five or six girls shortlisted to 


perform at The Cavern for the ultimate 
final. 

It will then be straight into rehears¬ 
als for the chosen candidate, with the 
stage show due to open in September. 
The production is a musical adaptation 
of the acclaimed TV mini-series based 
on the early life of the Liverpool legend. 


REDEVELOPMENT 

Plans for homes 
on Best hotel site 

A HOTEL could be redeveloped as part of 
plans to create flats and restaurants. 

The Best Inn, which was previously Jon¬ 
athans Hotel and Restaurant, at the junc¬ 
tion of Wolverhampton Road and Hagley 
Road West in Bearwood, is being eyed by 
developers who want to provide attractive 
eating outlets and 33 apartments. 

Proposals to bulldoze the hotel and re¬ 
place it with a five-storey block have been 
iodged with Sandwell Council. 

Bosses behind the project say the pro¬ 
posals for the apartment complex will give 
the area a much-needed boost. 

When contacted for a comment, the 
manager of the the Best Inn said he was 
not aware of the plans. 

BUSINESS 

Car supermarket 
creates 30 jobs 

A CAR supermarket company which 
has taken over the former Carcraft site 
in Wednesbury is to take on more staff 
due to demand in its first few weeks. 

The Trade Centre created 200 jobs 
in its move to Darlaston Road and now 
wants to employ 30 more people. 

The firm said it had taken orders for 
more than 1,000 cars in its first 20 days. 

The Trade Centre announced its 
takeover of the old Carcraft site last 
year after Carcraft closed in 2015 fol¬ 
lowing the collapse of the company. 

INDUSTRY 

£11m flats refurb is 
on awards shortlist 

A TRANSFORMATION scheme which has 
seen three high-rise blocks in Smethwick 
benefit from an £11 million makeover has 
been shortlisted for two industry awards. 

The Crofts - made up of Ashcroft, Birch- 
croft and Elmcroft blocks in the Cape Hill 
area - has been recognised in the Royal 
Institute of Chartered Surveyors (RICS) 
Awards 2017, West Midlands, in the Re¬ 
generation and Residential categories. 

The two-year refurbishment, completed 
early last year, was carried out by Keep- 
moat on behalf of Sandwell Council. 

Award winners will be announced by the 
RICS on Thursday, May 18. 
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Shockers but cash pledge makes 
the road ahead look much better 



Jim McGregor’s picture of 
Fernwood Drive, Rugeley 


THE Chronicle campaign to high¬ 
light the worst potholes in the region 
has painted a shocking picture of the 
state of our roads but there is good 
news ahead. 

Up to £5 million could be spent on 
fixing thousands of potholes in Staf¬ 
fordshire this year, Tory bosses have 
declared. Re-elected Tory county 
council group leader Philip Atkins 
revealed that £3m had already been 
committed to repairing the roads in 
2017 while the administration would 
now try to secure a further £2m. 

Mark Deaville, the previous high¬ 
ways chief who likewise retained 
his seat comfortably, defended the 
council’s record on responding to 
‘emergency’ pothole reports. He said 
it would be a priority to address the 
13,000-strong backlog of road defects. 

Meanwhile several sites flagged 


•TOP OF « 
JHE POTS 

up in our campaign have either seen 
repairs carried out or pencilled in for 
work. The roads around junction 11 of 
the M6 between Cannock and Wolver¬ 
hampton sparked several complaints 
from readers. Work has now been car¬ 
ried out to fill in some of the craters. 

Both Five Ways Island and Hill 
Top in Hednesford were highlighted 
as troublespots and funds have been 
allocated to look at both sites. Mean¬ 
while Richard Sears, of Hednesford, 
highlighted poor pothole repairs at 
the entrance to the Chase Golf Club 
and Spa near Cannock. But he was 
delighted to tell us this week that the 


issue has been addressed and several 
other potholes on the Pottal Pool Road 
from the A34 roundabout to the cross¬ 
roads at Mansty Lane. And there was 
praise from Carol Longmore of Wollas¬ 
ton said: “Three times I have reported 
potholes and on each occasion they 
have been fixed speedily. The last ones 
I reported at 3-30 in the afternoon, by 
9-30 the next day it was fixed!” 

But there are still problems. Jim 
McGregor sent a picture of Fernwood 
Drive in Rugeley. He said: “I was 
emailed back last week by the council 
and was told that “no action was to be 
taken. Absolutely shocking.” 

Thanks to the help from readers we 
have found out about the worst-hit 
roads and will soon be publishing the 
‘Top of the Pots’ which we will take to 
councils in the hope that they will pri¬ 
oritise these areas. 


Pay up film, hospital 
trust tells the council 


BOSSES at the trust which runs Sandwell Hospi¬ 
tal have ramped up the pressure on a council over 
more than £1 million it is owed in unpaid fines. 

The Sandwell and West Birmingham NHS Trust is des¬ 
perate to recoup the cash from Birmingham City Council 
to ease its financial pressures. Trust bosses have grown 
frustrated at the council’s failure to pay the debt and pre¬ 


viously said they would cons 

The money relates to fines 
for delayed transfers of care, 
when patients are unable to 
leave hospital and move into 
the social care system, known 
as bed blocking and has been 
owed for a year and a half. 

The delay has annoyed trust 
chiefs as they are struggling 
with their own finances, re¬ 
porting a £11.9 million deficit 
for 2016/17. 

Obligation 

Toby Lewis, chief executive 
of the trust, told the latest 
board meeting: “In cash terms 
clearly this is an issue. In July 
we will be applying for a cash 
loan and while that £1 million 
won’t stop us from applying for 
the loan it will be a contribut¬ 
ing factor.” 

Asked if the dire financial 
state of many councils should 
be taken into consideration, 
Mr Lewis responded: “This is 
a statutory obligation and we 
all have to adhere to statutory 
obligations. I’m not saying they 
should take out a loan but they 
have considerable more bor¬ 
rowing latitude than we have.” 

Mr Lewis added: “What 


der legal action. 

By Richard Guttridge 

we need from the city council 
is a plan. We seek to agree a 
satisfactory position going for¬ 
ward.” 

Waseem Zaffar, a Birming¬ 
ham councillor who also sits on 
the hospital board, said he did 
not want the dispute to end up 
in the courts. 

He said: “There has been a 
change in chief executive at the 
council, there are three new 
people to negotiate with. I have 
spoken to the cabinet member 
for health and her advice is, 
once all the elections are out 
the way, to write to the chief 
executive. 

“I don’t think the council or 
the trust want to go down the 
route of a court battle” 

Birmingham City Council 
spokeswoman Sarah Kirby 
said: “We are aware of consid¬ 
erations regarding claims for 
historic fines. 

“Everyone is aware of the 
frail nature of social care fund¬ 
ing in Birmingham. The coun¬ 
cil remains committed to trying 
to find positive ways of address¬ 
ing the crisis.” 


Baggies fan’s perfect match 



IT is perhaps every Albion 
fan’s dream - finding a woman 
prepared to walk down the aisle 
in the famous blue and white 
stripes. That is exactly what 
Bronwyn Beale did as she sur¬ 
prised hubbie and die-hard Bag¬ 
gies fan Paul on their big day. 

The gesture was all the more 
remarkable considering the 
bride wasn’t even a football fan 
before she met Peter. He got the 
shock of his life as his wife-to-be 
emerged in the Albion colours as 
the pair, from Kidderminster, 
tied the knot in Las Vegas. 

Albion has played a big part 
in the couple’s relationship 
after Peter proposed at his 50th 
birthday party held at The Haw¬ 
thorns. Bronwyn, aged 48, stuck 
to the Baggies theme and looked 
into how she could get the spe¬ 
cial dress made. She said: “Af¬ 
terwards I just started thinking 
about it and thought it would 
be a good idea and looked online 
where I could have it made.” 

The dress featured a throstle 
perched in a hawthorn bush, 
taken from the club badge. 

Peter, 50, a former season 
ticket holder, wore an Albion tie. 

The dress was made by The 
Couture Company, in Digbeth, 
Birmingham, which specialise in 
unusual designs. 


Teenager is 
cleared of 
trying to 
kill ‘snitch’ 

AN 18-year-old youth has been cleared 
of trying to kill a man branded as a 
‘snitch’ in a drive-by shooting. 

Tyrell Harris denied being the gun¬ 
man and after a trial at Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Crown Court was acquitted of the 
attempted murder of Sufiyan Khan and 
possession of a firearm with intent. 

But the jury found him guilty of 
wounding the same man with intent 
less than a month before the shotgun at¬ 
tack on the parked Peugeot in which Mr 
Khan was the front-seat passenger near 
the junction of Green Street and Vicar¬ 
age Road in Smethwick on August 14. 

The blast from a passing VW shat¬ 
tered windows on either side of the car 
but ‘miraculously’ missed the driver and 
caused only minor injuries to Mr Khan 
before hitting the electricity box of a 
house, Mr Paul Spratt, prosecuting, said. 
Police found the VW abandoned soon 
afterwards. It had been stolen from an 
address in Smethwick two days earlier. 

Mr Khan claimed people congregated 
outside his home, called him a ‘snitch’ 
and threatened to stab him after he told 
police he had been robbed. He was then 
targeted in a hate campaign. 

Ramel Bennett, 18, was with Harris 
and prevented the victim’s friend from 
intervening during the stabbing, the 
court heard. Bennett, of Laurel Drive, 
Smethwick, was found not guilty of 
wounding with intent in relation to the 
stabbing but was convicted of unlawful 
wounding. He and Harris, of Abbeyfield 
Road, Erdington, were remanded in cus¬ 
tody and will be sentenced on May 19. 

Doctor’s surgery 
gets 'good' rating 

A DOCTOR’S surgery in Wednesbury 
has been rated good by a watchdog. 

Dr Bhupendra Bhadauria’s practice 
has been rated good in all areas by the 
Care Quality Commission (CQC). 

In a report published on August 1 last 
year following an inspection on July 7, 
the surgery was praised for its staff and 
their ability to ‘understand and meet the 
range of complexity of patients’ needs’. 

The surgery operates from the same 
building as Jubilee Health Centre in 
Upper Russell Street which was rated 
as inadequate following an inspection 
in January. Dr Bhupendra Bhadauria’s 
surgery delivers services from the same 
address but is a different provider. 

The report says: “Staff were aware of 
their responsibilities to raise and report 
concerns, incidents and near misses.” 


Diamond adds extra 
Brum date to tour 

VETERAN singer Neil Diamond has 
announced another Birmingham date on 
his UK and European tour. 

He will play the Genting Arena on Oc¬ 
tober 15 in addition to his show there on 
October 15.Tickets from £74.35 availa¬ 
ble at www.theticketfactory.com 
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Jobs joy as 
Tata site is 
part of steel 
giant deal 

STEEL giant Liberty House is to 
create 300 jobs and make multimil¬ 
lion-pound investments to secure the 
future of five plants, including one in 
the Black Country. 

The announcement was made as 
Liberty formally completed a £100 
million deal to acquire the Speciality 
Steels division of Tata Steel UK. 

The news protects the jobs of 
1,700 existing staff at three major 
sites at Rotherham, Stocksbridge 
and Brinsworth in South Yorkshire, 
smaller sites in Wednesbury and at 
Bolton in Lancashire as well as two 
distribution centres in China. 

Generate 

Around 100 people work at the 
Wednesbury service centre site in All 
Saints Road. The deal does not affect 
Tata’s other sites at Wednesfield, 
Brierley Hill and Walsall, which em¬ 
ploy around another 600. Liberty also 
announced expansion plans expected 
to generate an additional 300 produc¬ 
tion jobs in the business. 

The acquisition will make Liberty 
one of the largest steel and engineer¬ 
ing employers in the UK, with more 
than 4,500 workers. 

Headed by executive chairman 
Sanjeev Gupta, Liberty employs over 
1,000 people at sites across the Black 
Country after rescuing a string of 
businesses following the collapse of 
Caparo Industries in 2015. Liberty 
said it will invest up to £20 million in 
new plant and equipment in the next 
year to boost competitiveness and se¬ 
cure international market leadership 

Gang of teenage 
robbers locked up 

A GANG of teenagers who carried 
out a series of violent car-jackings in 
Birmingham have been sentenced to 
a total of 11 years at youth offending 
institutes. 

The group - three 15-year-olds, two 
16-year-olds and one aged 17 - struck 
14 times in less than a month, threat¬ 
ening motorists with knives and a 
firearm before taking their vehicles. 

Examination of phones seized from 
the robbers revealed chat groups used 
to plan and boast about offences, sug¬ 
gestions on where to hide evidence 
and what to steal. 

The six-strong gang struck three 
times on September 7, stealing a VW 
Polo at knifepoint from a man in 
Winson Green, and taking mopeds in 
Kingstanding and Handsworth. 

Opportunities in 
sport at festival 

THE Birmingham Inclusive Sports 
Fest will run from June 17 to 25 of¬ 
fering taster sessions in a range of dif¬ 
ferent sports at venues across the city. 

It is organised by Birmingham Dis¬ 
ability Sports Forum. 


Co-founder of Air Ambulance retires 



Ian Nicholls, of Halesowen 


‘SEEING the helicopters go over, I 
feel proud for all the lives we saved 
and the lives the charity will continue 
to save.’ 

Those are the words of former 
paramedic Ian Nicholls, who helped 
set up the Midlands Air Ambulance 
Charity in 1991 and has now retired 
after playing a huge role in growing 
the non-profit organisation into what 
it is today. 

The 59-year-old from Halesowen 
was diagnosed with multiple sclerosis 
28 years ago but, keen to put others 
before himself, ‘Mr Air Ambulance’ 


powered on as the charity went from 
barely getting off the ground, to re¬ 
sponding to an average of 2,000 mis¬ 
sions a year with three air ambulances 
serving across the West Midlands. 

“Being diagnosed with multiple 
sclerosis in 1989 was a devastating 
blow - I thought my life had come to 
an end.” 

While working for the ambulance 
service, Mr Nicholls, who is wheel¬ 
chair-bound and has his right arm 
as his only working limb, did a lot of 
fundraising and in 1989, started car¬ 
rying out research on the feasibility of 


bringing an air ambulance operation 
to the Midlands. 

The ambulance service chief at the 
time asked him to develop an infra¬ 
structure to have a helicopter, and he 
did. “I set up an infrastructure of vol¬ 
unteers, a hotel chain came forward 
to help out and funded us for a month 
and then a fuel company did for an¬ 
other month,” said Mr Nicholls. 

“Over the years, as we grew, I met 
so many great people and families. “I 
wanted to make a difference to the 
public, and that’s something I think 
I managed to do.” 


Life-saving legacy after 
tragic shopping trip 


A WOMAN from Smethwick whose 
partner died during a shopping 
trip has raised funds for life-saving 
equipment to help people suffering 
cardiac arrest. 

Jennifer Mason, aged 65, often visited the 
Wyre Forest area with Andrew Wilkes, 54, but 
he collapsed on October 14 while shopping in 
Kidderminster town 
centre. 

He was given im¬ 
mediate attention 
by an off-duty para¬ 
medic who happened 
to be walking behind 
him at the time. 

Staff from a 
nearby medical clinic 
also tried to revive 
him with the use of a 
portable defibrillator 
before an ambulance 
arrived. 

But despite every¬ 
one’s best efforts they were unable to resusci¬ 
tate Andrew, a maintenance engineer at The 
Hilton Metropole at Birmingham Airport. 

Jennifer, who works for Sandwell Council as 
a carer for adults with learning difficulties, de¬ 
cided to ask for donations, in lieu of flowers at 
his funeral, to pay for two defibrillators. 

With the help of donations from family and 
friends she raised a total of £1,300. 

Hereford & Worcester First Responder Char¬ 
ity agreed to match the funds raised through a 
grant from The Four Acre Trust to enable two 
defibrillators to be purchased. 

Now the life-saving equipment has been in¬ 
stalled outside Ye Olde Crown Inn in Stour- 
port, and another is to be placed outside 
Merchants Fish Bar in Load Street, Bewdley. 

Jennifer said: “To be able to do something 
positive after losing my best friend and my 
family’s rock has given me an enormous 
amount of comfort and some peace at such a 
sad and difficult time in my life.” 

Chris Mason, Jennifer’s son, said: “Although 
living in Smethwick, Andy regularly visited 
Kidderminster, Bewdley and Stourport on his 
days off work to relax. 

“He felt the towns were somewhere he could 
unwind and enjoyed their beauty. 

“Andrew passed away suddenly without 
warning or any pre-existing medical problems 
while out shopping in Kidderminster.” 



Jennifer Mason 



Owner Lydia Browning, room leader Chelsea Davies, with Macey-Drew Smith, aged three, of West Bromwich 


STAFF at a nursery are celebrat¬ 
ing after being recognised for go¬ 
ing ‘above and beyond’ in child¬ 
care by having all its staff trained 
in paediatric first aid. 

Smarty Pants Private Day 
Nursery Limited, on Own Street, 
and Lola-Belle’s Private Day 
Nursery, on Horseley Heath, both 
in Tipton, have been awarded the 
Millie’s Mark endorsement. 

Millie’s Mark is named after 
Millie Thompson who died after 


choking on food at a nursery in 
2012 in Greater Manchester when 
she was nine months old. 

Millie’s parents, Dan and 
Joanne Thompson, founded Mil¬ 
lie’s Trust and have successfully 
campaigned for changes to first 
aid requirements for childcare 
providers. 

Millie’s Mark states that the 
achievement of the mark ‘ac¬ 
knowledges that staff would be 
confident in maybe one day saving 


a child’s life if they needed to’ and 
is a ‘special endorsement to child¬ 
care providers that go above and 
beyond minimum requirements’. 

Lydia Browning, aged 35, who 
owns the two nurseries that a 
total of 90 children attend, said 
she was ‘very pleased’ to receive 
the endorsement. 

Lydia, from Sedgley, also said 
she is opening another nursery in 
September located within Light- 
woods House in Bearwood. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Make-up tops list 
for skin allergies 

MAKE-UP and face creams are the 
top of the list for sparking an allergic 
reaction in some people, data has re¬ 
vealed. 

Surcare, a laundry and washing up 
liquid range for sensitive skin, has 
teamed up with Dr Adam Friedmann, 
consultant dermatologist at the Har¬ 
ley Street Dermatology Clinic, to look 
at the hidden skin allergy risks in the 
home and how to avoid them. 

The report warns that those with 
sensitive skin can be easily irritated 
by plant extracts, usually the fra¬ 
grance or preservatives included. 

BT offering 
career course 

BT’S Network House in Walsall is 
hosting a career insight course. 

The telecommunication company 
is offering free traineeships to help 
young people in the borough get work 
ready. 

During the course, trainees will 
get experience of the workplace, with 
an opportunity to run a project from 
start to finish The course is open to 
anyone aged 16 to 24 not currently in 
education, employment or training. 
Network House is sited on Goodall 
Street, for more details go to btplc. 
com/Career centre/WorkReady 

Salaries up 3.7pc 
in second city 

SALARIES in Birmingham rose by an 
average of 3.7 per cent in the year to 
April. 

The latest salary data from jobs 
website CV-Library ranked the city 
sixth in the UK for pay rises last 
month. It suggested that employ¬ 
ers across Birmingham are offering 
higher salaries in a bid to incentivise 
local job hunters. 

Job availability in the city dropped 
8.4 per cent and applications were 
down 5.2 per cent. 

West Brom boss is new 
association chairman 

THE chief executive of West Brom¬ 
wich Building Society has been elect¬ 
ed as the new chairman of the Build¬ 
ing Societies Association (BSA). 

Jonathan Westhoff replaces Dick 
Jenkins, chief executive of the Bath 
Building Society, who had held the 
post since November 2015. 

Stephen Mitcham, chief executive 
of Cambridge Building Society, was 
elected as deputy chairman. 

The BSA advises all 44 building so¬ 
cieties and four credit unions. 

Canal history at basin 

HISTORIC boats will be on display 
during the Coombeswood Canal Trust 
open event this weekend. Admission 
to the event, which runs from 10am 
to 4pm, will be free on both days at 
Hawne Basin, off Hereward Rise, 
Halesowen. There will also be boat 
trips and demonstrations. 



Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875279 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 



G.D. MEMORIALS | KITCHENS I BATHROOMS I BEDROOMS 


We Offer a 
Variety of 
Head Stones 
& Kerb Sets 

From £699 inc VAT 
Ogee Shape Design 

Prices Includes: 

• Choice of Designs 

• 150 Gold Letters Included 

• 2 Flower Containers 

• Fully Fitted 

• Black (All Polished) 





lO REASONS TO HAVE AN IDEAL HOMECARE BATHROOM / KITCHEN / BEDROOM 


Q Family business established over 28 years 
0 Vast majority of work comes from recommendations 
0 FREE home design service, we listen to you and design 
to your requirements 

0 Large choice of design, 100s of doors, worktops, tiles, 
sinks and taps to choose from, but do not worry, we 
are here to help and advise what is right for you 
© We project manage from start to finish 


0 We can supply only, or complete the whole project, 
including tiling, electrics, plumbing, building, plastering 
and even decorating 

o All rubbish removed at the end of the project 
0 Gas Safe fitters (formerly Corgi) 

0 NICEIC Registered electricians 
<G> Quality products at realistic prices 


www.idealhomecare.co.uk 


■aEaunniEcarE 

The Home Improvement Specialist 


5 Hall Green Road, Stone Cross, 
West Bromwich, B71 3JS 

Telephone: 0121 588 5737 


OPENING TIMES: 

Mon-Fri 10am -4pm 
Saturday 10am-2pm 
Closed Wed and Sun 

Other Times By Appointment 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 
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COUNTY NEWS 

Beacon in call 
for volunteers 

A CAMPAIGN has been launched by 
the Beacon Centre to encourage new 
volunteers to join its ranks across the 
region. 

The charity already has more than 
250 volunteers who offer support for 
those living with sight loss. 

Now a series of new roles have 
become available, including retail 
positions at the centre’s shops in 
Wednesbury, Penkridge and Blox- 
wich. 

To request more information or 
register interest call 01902 880 111 or 
email bsinar@beaconvision.org 

Trust on shortlist 
for more funding 

A WILDLIFE trust which carries out 
work to protect natural habitats in 
the Black Country has been shortlist¬ 
ed to receive charity funding. 

The Wildlife Trust for Birmingham 
and the Black Country cares for the 
Portway Hill Nature Reserve at Row- 
ley Hills. The grassland is home to a 
wealth of wildflowers. It boasts rare 
plants, like the exotic bee orchid 

It is up for funding from Tesco Bags 
of Help. The charity has been short¬ 
listed and wants the public to vote for 
it online. To vote, visit www.tesco. 
com/bagsofhelp. 

Villagers in fight 
for parish council 

ALMOST 200 people have responded 
to a survey of residents on plans to 
form a parish council in an historic 
West Midland village. 

Proposals for a parish council in 
Tettenhall were put forward last year. 

However a rival group opposes the 
scheme because it would mean paying 
an additional council tax precept and 
has launched a petition. 

The city council is due to reveal the 
results of the community governance 
review in June. 

Knight and days 
for half term fun 

KING Arthur is the theme of spring 
half-term events at a Black Country 
venue. Wednesbury Museum and Art 
Gallery will host two themed activity 
days based on the legendary figure on 
May 31 and June 1. 

Children can dress up as knights, 
kings and queens, while also enjoy¬ 
ing quests, crafts and comedy as part 
of the museum’s historical half-term 
activities. Entry on both days is free 
with charges for crafts from 50p to £2. 
Call 0121 5560683 for details. 

Hospice cash walk 

FUNDRAISERS will walk 125 miles 
in two days to raise money for a Black 
Country-based charity. The team will 
set off from Borth, in Wales, on May 
19 and head for the Maverick pub 
in Amblecote near Stourbridge. The 
Mary Stevens Hospice fundraisers 
aim to reach the pub by May 21. 


Hundreds queue for Matilda tickets 



The queue for tickets on Tuesday 


‘MUCH too good for children!’ - 
hundreds of eager theatregoers have 
queued at Birmingham Hippodrome 
to get their hands on tickets to see 
Matilda the Musical. 

Tickets for the upcoming produc¬ 
tion at the city venue went on sale on 
Tuesday morning at 11am. Excited 
hopefuls lined the inside of the Hippo¬ 
drome box office to try and bag them¬ 
selves tickets to the musical, which is 


due to run from July 3 to September 
8 next year. 

There was also an anxious wait for 
people buying their tickets online. 
Parents reported an average wait of 
around 20 minutes, with more than 
500 people in the online queue. 

The multi-award winning musical 
from the Royal Shakespeare Com¬ 
pany is inspired by the beloved book 
by Roald Dahl. 


With book by Dennis Kelly and 
original songs by Tim Minchin, Mat¬ 
ilda The Musical is the story of an ex¬ 
traordinary little girl who, armed with 
a vivid imagination and a sharp mind, 
dares to take a stand and change her 
own destiny. 

For more information on the 
production, visit www.birming- 
hamhippodrome.com/calendar/matil- 
dathemusical/ 


Hospital patient waits 
figures getting worse 

By Richard Guttridge 

THE NUMBER of patients 
seen within four hours at 
Sandwell and City Hospitals 
plummeted over the last year 
as the trust that runs it fell 
further away from the nation¬ 
al target. 

Only 87 per cent of people were 
seen within four hours during 
2016/17, well below the 95 per 
cent NHS-wide standard target. 

Sandwell General and City Hos¬ 
pitals struggled to cope with patient 
numbers attending in the winter pe¬ 
riod when thousands were left waiting 
in A&E as the number seen on time 
fell as low as 82 per cent. 

The trust did not achieve the 95 per 
cent target at any point during the fi¬ 
nancial year. Its average of 87 per cent 
over the last 12 months was a fall from 
92 per cent in 2015/16. In February, 
the number of patients waiting more 
than four hours breached the 3,000 
barrier. 

Performance 

Health chiefs said the performance 
reflected ‘persistent pressure in the 
health and care system’ and have now 
set a target of reaching the benchmark 
by next March. 

The figure was 82 per cent at the 
end of March 2017. The 95 per cent 
target set by the Government has been 
criticised in some quarters as being an 
unfair measure of quality but trust 
chief executive Toby Lewis said it was 
an issue that needed to be taken seri¬ 
ously. He told the latest board meet¬ 
ing: “If we were running any other 
kind of business and we had a key 
target it would be a big deal if parts 
of the organisation said let’s not talk 
about the target. We need to make it 
unacceptable.” 

Plans to improve A&E waiting 
times include increasing capacity at 
Sandwell Hospital by using more space 
and bringing ‘behavioural change’ 
among staff. 

Chief operating officer Rachel Bar- 
low said: “We are just shy of 85 per 
cent. We are aspiring and committed 
to achieving 90 per cent and by March 
95 per cent.” 



Brian and Kathleen Sheldon with their card from the Queen to mark their diamond anniversary 


SHE caught his eye while playing the leading role in 
Cinderella at the church pantomime and he quickly 
made a move to become her lifelong Prince Charming. 

Now Kathleen and Brian Sheldon, of Coseley, Bilston, 
are celebrating their diamond wedding anniversary after 
a fairytale 60 years of marriage. 

The couple began going out together shortly after the 
Christmas show at Canal Street Chapel, sealing the deal 
in a wedding at St Paul’s Church in Tipton. 

Their only child, daughter Stephanie, said they had 
both attended Locarno Primary and Park Lane Second¬ 
ary School in Tipton, and even lived in the next street 
to one another, but it took Brian seeing Kath playing 
Cinders to spark the flames of romance. Brian, now 


81, worked as a miller machinist at Ratcliffes in Great 
Bridge, Tipton, where Kath, 79, was a wages clerk. 

The couple are celebrating their six decades together 
with a holiday away later in the year with seven close 
family friends. The break, in Spain, will also be marking 
a 50th wedding anniversary and an 80th birthday as well 
as their own 60th marital milestone. 

Stephanie, aged 56, also organised a surprise lunch 
celebration for 21 guests at The Dudley Arms. She said 
the secret of her parents’ marriage was that they were 
close friends as well as being husband and wife. “Dad 
has a lovely tenor voice and sang his favourite Mario 
Lanza songs around the clubs in the area for over 50 
years, and mum went everywhere with him,” she said. 


Hawthorns 
care home 
gets 'good' 
CQC rating 

A CARE home in Aldridge has scored 
‘Good’ in all categories by the Care 
Quality Commission (CQC) at a re¬ 
cent unannounced inspection. 

This is the first time the CQC has 
rated this new service and thanks to 
the marvellous teamwork and sup¬ 
port from owner Avery Healthcare, 
The Hawthorns has excelled in all 
categories. 

The site offers a unique blend of 
luxury retirement living with care 
with beautifully appointed ensuite 
bedrooms, comfortable lounges, a 
sunny rooftop garden with views over 
the adjacent park and town, restau¬ 
rant-style dining, cinema, therapy 
room and hair salon and barbers. 

Recently The Hawthorns celebrated 
another success when Head Chef Mar¬ 
tin McKee won the Midlands Region 
Care Chef of the Year for the second 
year running. Karen Kay, sales and 
marketing manager was delighted: “I 
have been with The Hawthorns since 
it opened 18 months ago and it’s so 
pleasing that our hard work and ded¬ 
ication has been acknowledged in this 
way.” 

Extracts from the CQC report in¬ 
cluded comments fromresidents such 
as: “You can do something different 
each day”, and “We go out on trips, 
I have taken up playing quizzes, it is 
good for me”. Another resident said: 
“There are all sorts of things going on 
here you can join in with as many dif¬ 
ferent activities as you want”. 

Residents also noted that “The 
staff are very nice” and “[Staff] are 
respectful”. 

Yoga for over-50s 
at Age UK base 

AGE UK Walsall has teamed up with 
Horizon Yoga and Relaxation to bring 
yoga to over 50’s in the borough. 

Horizon Yoga will be putting in 
two taster sessions this month at Age 
UK’s building in Ford Street. 

The sessions will last an hour and 
are open to anyone over the age of 50. 
They take place on Thursday May 18 
and Thursday May 25, both at 1pm. 

Horizon Yoga originally launched at 
the end of March this year in Walsall 
Arboretum and its success lead to the 
charity approaching them to put on 
the taster sessions. 

The sessions will cost £5 per person. 
For more information on the taster 
sessions or any other classes and 
workshops, you can email horizonyo- 
garelax@gmail.com or call 07970 
509052. 


Business and trade 
exhibition grows 

THE Black Country Chamber has 
announced details of its annual exhi¬ 
bition. 

The event will feature around 70 
stands, 20 more than last year. It will 
take place on September 28 at Wolver¬ 
hampton Racecourse. 


IMPORTANT NOTICE 

CREMATIONS IN SANDWELL 

YOU MAY BE AWARE THAT SANDWELL COUNCIL ARE OFFERING 
FAMILIES A VERY BASIC FUNERAL SERVICE AT A COST OF 
£1595. WHEN WE AT HENLEY FUNERAL DIRECTORS WHO 
ARE THE ONLY FAMILY OWNED & RUN FUNERAL DIRECTORS IN 
THE SMETHWICK AND OLDBURY AREA WHO OFFER A MUCH 
SUPERIOR AND PERSONAL SERVICE FOR £1395 

SOME £200LESS. 

PLEASE CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION 
FREEPHONE 0800 056 6564 

24 HOUR SERVICE 


Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 

(including fire) 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 


tf Telephone 0121 559 9985 B faceto* 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 


BLINDS 

SANDWELL - www.blind-deals.co.uk 


NO OBLIGATION HOME QUOTE 


BEST DEAL! f AA 

3 child safe V MX 

verticals m ^ w 

one per household offer 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE FREE 

MEASURE & FITTING 
HUGE CHOICE OF POPULAR 
FABRICS & GENEROUS SIZE 
RESTRICTIONS 


CALL 

FREE 




contact your local advisor 
to see our fabric range & 
other available deals 


0800 0214266 
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Pair fined 
for begging 
offences in 
Bearwood 

TWO men have been fined £50 each 
after pleading guilty to begging of¬ 
fences in Bearwood. 

Stephen Phillips, aged 39, and 
Christopher Stewart, 46, pleaded 
guilty to begging under the Vagrant 
Act 1824 and breaching the Commu¬ 
nity Protection Notice under the An¬ 
tisocial Behaviour, Crime & Policing 
Act 2014. 

Each were fined £20 and told to pay 
a victim surcharge of £30. The pair 
appeared before Walsall and Aldridge 
Magistrates Court on April 5. 

Members of the public had com¬ 
plained on numerous occasions about 
their persistent and aggressive street 
begging. Stewart and Phillips were 
found to have breached the act fol¬ 
lowing the complaints. These criminal 
prosecutions mark the first successful 
action to take place in the West Mid¬ 
lands. Begging is illegal, but under the 
Vagrancy Act 1824 begging does not 
carry a jail sentence. 

Councillor Bob Piper, for the Abbey 
ward, said police offered to help pro¬ 
vide the people with finding them ac¬ 
commodation, social work and other 
assistance which they refused. 

He said: “The people were begging 
aggressively from shoppers and pas¬ 
sers-by and there is no way we would 
condone it. The police have gone to 
great lengths to help these people, but 
in the end they refused. I think beg¬ 
ging is an issue everywhere. You have 
to acknowledge and accept that but 
when people are begging for money 
aggressively it is unacceptable.” 


Council boss is 
election hopeful 

A BLACK Country councillor has 
been named as Labour candidate for 
Halesowen and Rowley Regis in the 
General Election. 

Councillor Ian Cooper will contest 
the Sandwell seat that has been held 
by Conservative James Morris since 
2010. Mr Cooper, aged 50, represents 
Belle Vale on Dudley Council and is 
the authority’s children’s services 
boss. 

He was born and raised in the con¬ 
stituency and lives in Halesowen. 
Since 2011 he has worked in commu¬ 
nity development at Sandwell Coun¬ 
cil. He said: “This Election is not one 
election but 630 individual polls up 
and down the country and I will be 
fighting this one on the issues that 
affect Halesowen and Rowley Regis.” 

Dig in if you enjoy 
look at archeology 

AN archaeology group is open to 
new members. The Wolverhampton 
organisation meets from 7pm at the 
conference suite at Wolverhampton 
College.The group meets on the last 
Wednesday of the month. 


Fake news? No, trust us, what your i news in brief 
local newspaper deals with is facts 


TODAY, this newspaper joins forces with local and 
regional titles across the UK to launch a campaign 
to fight fake news. 

As we approach the most significant national 
election in a generation, the need for independent 
local newspapers and their websites to report and 
explain the issues in an entirely neutral, honest and 
balanced way is essential. 

This approach is in keeping with our ethos of al¬ 
ways seeking to provide trusted news, campaigning 
on behalf of our communities, exposing wrongdoing 
through painstaking investigations, and ensuring 
that the voice of residents and the business commu¬ 
nity in the Black Country and Staffordshire is heard 
loud and clear. 

This election will be different from any other. It 
is not simply that the outcome will define our future 
relationship with the EU and the manner in which 
it is negotiated; but it will be held in the context of 
the phenomenon of fake news. 

In the past 12 months there has barely been a 
single global event that has not been infected by 
the suggestion that entirely fabricated information 
designed to deceive had been circulated indiscrimi¬ 



nately via social media. Repetition through ‘shares’ 
and ‘likes’ adds an undeserved authority. Comment, 
unlabelled as such, masquerades as truth; satire is 
confused with reality 

The great global social media conglomerates have 
been slow to respond and grudging to intervene. In¬ 
stead, it is established newspapers like ours and 
their websites which continue to be the political 
whipping boys, expected to submit to the most rig¬ 
orous regulation and the threat of the most perni¬ 


cious and damaging regime of court costs while they 
seek to pursue honest, investigative journalism in 
the public interest. 

Unlike social media and the major digital plat¬ 
forms, this newspaper and its website are accounta¬ 
ble for every single word we publish. 

We have signed up to a comprehensive Editors’ 
Code of Practice and we and all our staff have con¬ 
tractually bound themselves to its requirements. 

This code encompasses everything from accu¬ 
racy to privacy, harassment, intrusion into grief or 
shock, protecting children, reporting crime, and the 
use of clandestine devices and subterfuge. 

It is explicit in the sensitivity we show in report¬ 
ing suicides and protecting the most vulnerable in 
society, not least the victims of sexual assault. 

That all costs money. When you buy our paper or 
advertise with us you are supporting the very jour¬ 
nalism and quality that keeps integrity at the heart 
of all we do. 

We make a real difference and our campaigns - 
particularly the latest one on potholes - have been 
heralded by readers. Our stories are what they pur¬ 
port to be: the genuine article. Fact - not fake. 


Watson backs women's 
state pension campaign 

TOM Watson has pledged his support 
for women he says have been ‘very 
badly let down’ by increases in the 
state pension age. 

Labour’s deputy leader welcomed members 
of the Women Against State Pension Inequal¬ 
ity (WASPI) campaign group to his offices in 
West Bromwich to back calls for pension re¬ 
lief payments for women born in the 1950s. 

Launched in 2015, the WASPI campaign is seek¬ 
ing compensation for what it views as the unjust 
treatment of women who have been left out of 
pocket due to changes to the state pension age. 

Acts of parliament in 1995 and 2011 led to the 
pension age for women rising from 60 to 65. It is set 
to come into force in 2018, two years earlier than 
originally planned. Campaigners say the changes 
have left more than three million women in Brit¬ 
ain in limbo after they stopped work at 60 only to 
later find out the retirement age had been extended 
without adequate notice. 

Heartbreaking 

Labour has pledged £155-a-week pension relief 
for those women affected. 

Mr Watson, the parliamentary candidate for 
West Bromwich East, said: “The stories from the 
women affected by the rise in the pension age are 
truly heartbreaking. These women have worked all 
their lives, paying into the state pot, only to then 
find out the rules have been changed.” Mr Watson 
has pledged to raise the issue in Labour’s General 
Election manifesto meeting, taking place today, 

Thursday. He also urged Theresa May to address 
the issue as a matter of urgency. 

Susan Curtis, aged 62, from West Bromwich, 
said: “I had to cash my pension in early at a greatly 
reduced rate and now I’m left with very little to live 
on,” she said. For more information email birming- 
hamwaspi@gmail.com Tom Watson with Patricia Maguire, Sue Curtis, Jennifer Loveridge, Barbara Bond and Bridget Green 



A FORMER social club has been sold. 
The vacant Bromford Social Club, 
on the corner of Bromford Lane and 
Coyne Road, West was put up for 
auction at £115,000 but has sold for 
£230,000. 

The club, which went into admin¬ 
istration in 2013, has been the tar¬ 
get of anti-social behaviour in recent 
months. In 2014 it was declared sur¬ 
plus to Sandwell Council require¬ 
ments. It went on: “Any proposed 
change of use would require planning 
permission. The property is in need of 
extensive repair.” 

High Street cycle 
link is now open 

WORK on the latest phase of the Bil- 
ston High Street pedestrian and cycle 
link have been completed - and it is 
now open to the public. 

Temporary landscaping has been 
put in place ahead of the final devel¬ 
opment proposal being determined. 

The council acquired and demol¬ 
ished seven derelict properties, im¬ 
proved the ground conditions and 
dealt with shallow coal workings to 
pave the way for the works, which 
started in early February. 

The site has grassed areas and 
shrubs. 

Police in blitz on 
city drug dealers 

POLICE have launched a crackdown 
on the dealing of class A drugs in resi¬ 
dential areas of Wolverhampton. 

This was revealed as part of the 
Low Hill, Fallings Park, Bushbury 
and Oxley Wolverhampton neighbour¬ 
hood police team newsletter which 
came out for May. 

It said that the Oxley Neighbour¬ 
hood Team was continuing to gather 
intelligence on the distribution of can¬ 
nabis and class A drugs on the Dove¬ 
cotes and Rakegate estates. 

Medical centre 
is set to expand 

A MEDICAL centre in Wolverhamp¬ 
ton will be extended after its plans 
were approved. East Park Medical 
Centre, in Jones Field Crescent, has 
eight clinical rooms but under coun¬ 
cil-approved plans, the centre will be 
expanded to have 15 clinical rooms 
and a minor procedures room. 

They will be between the existing 
building and Jones Field Crescent. 

In a document the centre said: “The 
proposed extension will meet the need 
of the local community.” 

Energy advice on offer 

A NEW centre aimed at helping 
people reduce their energy bills has 
opened its doors. 

The Bilston Energy Centre, on 
Broad Street, offers energy saving ad¬ 
vice to people and businesses looking 
to cut costs. It is run by Ecotex which 
offers free energy switching advice. 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


On yer bike 
- that is 
if you can 
afford it! 

THE achingly right-on former Independ¬ 
ent newspaper, which now exists in inter- 
net-only form, has put together a list of 
recommendations for people looking to 
get their first bike. 

These include the Boardman CX 
Comp, which costs £650, and the Board- 
man Road Team Carbon, which will set 
you back an eye-watering £800. Which 
is strange, because I was under the im¬ 
pression that cyclists, and other environ¬ 
mental types for that matter, had a bit of 
a downer on carbon. 

Anyway, if either of those are a bit 
pricey, there is also the Specialized Alles 
E5, which weighs in at a more modest 
£525. For the record, my first bike was a 
Raleigh Budgie, which was pretty good. 
And I’m sure it didn’t cost £525. 

□ □□ 


DID you see the joy etched on the fac¬ 
es of the Birmingham City fans as their 
final-day winner saw them escape relega¬ 
tion by the skin of their teeth? 

As an Aston Villa supporter, you will 
forgive me for not sharing in their elation. 
Nor for that matter do I look forward to 
them spending the next three months 
banging on about ’Arry and how they will 
now conquer all before them. 

But imagine they had been relegated. 
Do you think a single one of those fans 
would want to see their team merge with 
Villa, Wolves and Albion to create one 
single super-team able to compete in the 
Champions League? 

Because that is one of the proposals 
put forward by Sion Simon, who was last 
week defeated by a whisker in the elec¬ 
tion for the West Midlands metro mayor. 

And while Mr Simon didn’t win, his idea 
perfectly illustrates the flawed thinking 
behind the combined authority. 

Because just as Blues supporters like 
following Blues, Villa supporters like fol¬ 
lowing Villa, and Wolves and Albion fans 
like following their clubs, regardless of 
how they perform on the field, exactly 
the same tribal loyalties exist in the towns 
and cities that make up the West Mid¬ 
lands. 

People from Wolverhampton are proud 
of their identity as Wulfrunians, people 
from Dudley are proud to be Dudleians, 
and people from Walsall like being, well 
whatever you call people from Walsall. 
None of us have a shared “West Mid¬ 
lands” identity, and we are certainly not 
Brummies. 

Congratulations to new mayor Andy 
Street, and we should all wish him well. 
But it doesn’t alter the fact that I don’t 
want him, or anybody else, as West Mid¬ 
lands mayor. 

Be part of history, said the posters im¬ 
ploring us to get take part. 

And I have. Proud to be one of the 74 
per cent who didn’t vote. 


Money matters, mathematical mishaps and May-hem 



New pound coins are reportedly falling So it’s this amount, says Dianne Abbott, Careful Donald! Hold on to that rail...the presi- 
apart, can’t we go back to the note? whose maths skills were found lacking dent is alleged to have a phobia of staircases 


Making a note of 
coins’ pound-ing 


THE new £1 coin is causing problems, with 
some being cracked, misshapen or with the 
middle part missing. If £1 notes still work per¬ 
fectly well in Scotland, Northern Ireland and 
Jersey, why on earth can’t we restore them in 
England? 

LOANS to kids by their parents - the so- 
called Bank of Mum and Dad - has become the 
ninth biggest mortgage lender in Britain. It also 
has the distinction of being the only mortgage 
lender that never seriously expects to get the 
money back. 

A READER who was probably paying far 
more attention to the script of Line of Duty 
(BBC1) than the writers ever intended, did his 
own detective work when it was revealed that 
the incriminating bag of evidence was buried 
“on the Chase” near the junction of the A51 and 
the A38. He analysed the directions and found 
that the location was on the main road next to 
his house in Lichfield. Result. 

LINE of Duty suffered from the same prob¬ 
lem as Broadchurch (ITV). It was beautifully 
filmed and excellently acted but the plot was 
ludicrously complicated. At the conclusion of a 
truly great crime drama, you should relish the 
unmasking of the villain, admire the tying-up of 
loose ends and generally cherish the moment, 
without feeling the need to consult Google to 
find out what actually happened. 

OUR old tabby has shed his winter weight. 
He celebrated his new-found agility this week 
by killing and eating two grey squirrels which 
would otherwise be devouring the eggs and 
fledglings of our local songbirds. The domestic 
cat - sinner or saviour? Discuss. 

OXFORD University’s Equality and Diversity 
Unit sternly advised students in a newsletter 


THE BEST OF 
PETER RHODES 


that avoiding eye contact could be regarded as 
a form of racism (“a racial microaggression”) 
which can lead to “mental ill-health”. The unit 
was forced to issue a humiliating retraction 
when readers pointed out that autistic people 
can find it hard to make eye contact. There are 
few funnier sights than the holier-than-thou din¬ 
ing on humble pie. 

I ALWAYS have a special sympathy for those 
MPs appointed to that vast, all-embracing edi¬ 
fice, the Department for Culture, Media & Sport. 
At the inaugural press conference the new min¬ 
ister, appointed for his brilliant grasp of 18th 
century portraiture, is made to look a wally by 
the first grinning reporter who asks him to ex¬ 
plain the offside rule. 

DIANE Abbott’s ordeal by mathematics, live 
on radio this week, is one excellent reason for 
avoiding a career in politics. We mere mortals 
cannot comprehend all the stuff that politicians 
are supposed to memorise and regurgitate at a 
moment’s notice. You promise to appoint thou¬ 
sands of new coppers. The radio jock instant¬ 
ly demands to know how much it will cost. So 
that’s what? Ten thousand multiplied by about 
£40,000? Your brain freezes. You blurt out 
£350,000. The jock starts the eye-rolling and 
guffawing, and within a minute the entire nation 
has joined in laughing at Abbott. Maybe the 
shadow home secretary should have been bet¬ 
ter briefed. Maybe she thought her trademark 
arrogance and bluster would see her through. 
And, yes, the media probably made too much of 
a meal of the incident. Abbott came a hideous 


cropper, living proof that in politics you never 
know what the next question will be. 

AFTER my recent item on Donald Trump’s al¬ 
leged fear of staircases (bathophobia), a reader 
dug out a 1970 booklet owned by her late moth¬ 
er, a former psychiatric nurse. It listed no fewer 
than 94 medically recognised phobias. Today, 
47 years later, Wikipedia lists 154 phobias and 
admits its list is incomplete. 

WE’RE off to Scotland later this month. As 
anyone will tell you, Scotland can be glorious 
in May. The snag is that the glory may have 
started a wee bit early. The Highlands have 
been bathed in sunshine this week and, realis¬ 
tically, what are the odds of it staying fine for 
three more weeks? I fear we will arrive to that 
traditional Scottish greeting: “Och, you’ve just 
missed a lovely fortnight.” 

VINCE Cable, Simon Hughes and Edward 
Davey are three Lib-Dem knights accused of 
dropping the “Sir” while on the campaign trail, 
to make them appear more commonplace. If so, 
then Vinnie, Symie and Teddy are by no means 
the first. I recall a delightful old chap who was a 
Tory Member of the European Parliament in the 
1980s. He answered to the rather grand name 
of John de Courcy Ling, except during elections 
when he was plain John Ling. 

SO far in this campaign, Theresa May has 
been spared a wobble crisis. Margaret Thatch¬ 
er’s Wobbly Thursday fell during the 1987 Gen¬ 
eral Election campaign when, hit by raging 
toothache and a sudden slump in the opinion 
polls, the Iron Lady suddenly feared she might 
lose the election. Polls are volatile and scary 
things and it would be surprising if Mrs May 
didn’t have a moment like that in the weeks to 
come. PS: Wobble or not, Thatcher was still re¬ 
turned with an enviable majority of 102 seats. 


TAmNGPOjN^^ 

ePrix can 
showcase 
electric 
car future 

THE future of the car is driver-less, ac¬ 
cording to billionaire tech magnate 
Elon Musk. He says all new cars will be 
self-driving in 10 years. 

Ford reckon the biggest change since 
the horse made way for the internal com¬ 
bustion engine will come even sooner, 
they plan to be mass-producing cars with 
no steering wheel, brake or accelerator 
within five years. 

Already autonomous vehicles are be¬ 
ing tested regularly on the streets of San 
Francisco -1 would like to see them tack¬ 
le its famously serpentine Lombard Street 
- and French car maker Peugeot has just 
launched a self-driving pilot scheme in 
Singapore. 

It’s a scary concept and not only if you 
are among the millions of cabbies, driving 
instructors, bus drivers and truckers who 
are facing a redundant future. 

These cars will rely on GPS, sensors, 
computer-based and therefore, theoreti¬ 
cally, hackable. 

Imagine being held to ransom as your 
robot vehicle with hijacked Al (artificial in¬ 
telligence) hurtles towards your potential 
doom. 

But advocates of true self-driving cars, 
that don’t even give passengers the op¬ 
tion of grabbing the controls, say com¬ 
puters make better drivers. 

Figures show that 94 per cent of the 
35,000 traffic fatalities in the US in 2015 
were down to human error. 

Perhaps the real issue isn’t who or 
what drives the car, but its power source. 

According to the European Environ¬ 
ment Agency the UK had 11,940 prema¬ 
ture deaths in 2013 from nitrogen dioxide, 
which is a toxic gas mostly caused by 
diesel vehicles and linked to lung prob¬ 
lems. 

Driver-less or not, that sobering figure 
suggests we should be planning a net¬ 
work of charging points for a big switch 
to electric (at the least, hybrid) vehicles. 
The inventive Mr Musk is already ahead 
of the game with his battery powered Te¬ 
sla cars. 

Since its demise in 1990, there have 
been regular calls to bring back the Bir¬ 
mingham Superprix to the city’s streets... 
surely it would be better to host an ePrix. 

Formula E has been the catalyst for 
much of the technology in electric cars 
since it started in Beijing in 2014. 

The racing car batteries can deliver 
200 kilowatt of power (equivalent to 270 
brake horsepower) and can accelerate 
from 0 to 60mph in three seconds. 

Formula E events have already been 
held in Hong Kong, Marrakesh, Buenos 
Aires and Mexico City. Further rounds are 
planned for Paris, Berlin, New York and 
Montreal. The next is in Monaco on May 
13. 

How about the UK’s own Motor City 
joining the race into the future? But in¬ 
clude drivers, please. 

LEON BURAKOWSKI 



Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 


Visit our website: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


























No surprise over murders on rise 


HARDLY a day passes by without opening 
our newspapers or switching on our TV 
sets to discover yet another murder, many 
seemingly getting closer to home. The rates 
of murder have risen by a staggering 21 per 
cent this year, with knife crime rising 14 per 
cent with it. 

Life sentences can mean as little as four 
years in some cases, and the national aver¬ 
age is nearer six or seven years in reality. 
We are told our prisons are rife with drugs 
and reoffending sits at something like 70 per 
cent. We have been inundated with foreign 


nationals who having come from war torn 
vicious towns and cities see violence as the 
norm, drug dealers wave guns around like 
its the OK Corral and seldom do we see a 
bobby on our streets. Consecutive govern¬ 
ments have released killers early, on the 
basis our prisons are full and yet the murder 
rate rises. 

Today’s world is more violent than it has 
been for decades, radicals kill for religion 
and tolerant education seems to be failing. 

CHLOE HARRISON 

West Bromwich 


Cut back on LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 

Code of Practice: Our policy is to correct errors as soon as we 
can. The Chronicles adhere to the Editors’ Code of Practice, 
which can be seen at www.ipso.co.uk. If you are unhappy with 
the accuracy of a story, write to The Editor, Chronicles, 51-53 
Queen Street, Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES 

Good bet to stir up 
horse racing row 


EMAIL 

sandwell.chronicle@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


foreign aid 
to fund care 

INCREASE foreign aid, you 
must be kidding, it should 
be cut by 25 per cent imme¬ 
diately to pay for the care of 
our elderly. 

The first responsibility 
of the British Government 
is to look after its citizens, 
and not instead fill the pock¬ 
ets of shady despots in the 
third world. 

Millions of pounds of 
British taxpayers’ money is 
funding terrorism in many 
forms and it is disgrace¬ 
ful that the sick and old of 
Britain are paying the price 
with cutbacks affecting 
them directly. 

A cut of 25 per cent would 
release approximately £4bn 
pounds in the welfare sys¬ 
tem immediately and if 
more money was needed 
then we would reduce this 
slush fund accordingly. 

This isn’t about char¬ 
ity starting at home this is 
about the care of your citi¬ 
zens and regardless of how 
you stack the deck the main 
priority of any British gov¬ 
ernment is the care of its 
citizens first. 

ST VAUGHAN 
Yardley Wood 


POST 

Sandwell Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


I ASSUME that the com¬ 
ments of your regular con¬ 
tributor, Alan T Harrison 
(April 24) were ‘tongue-in- 
cheek’ as I would not like 
to think that he was being 
sarcastic. 

He must think us all very 
naive if he assumes that we 
think that ‘all good work¬ 
ing-class men’ are indiffer¬ 
ent to horse racing. 

He only needs to look in 
his own town to see the pro¬ 
liferation of betting estab¬ 
lishments and I can assure 
him that they are not just 
used by ‘toffs’. 

Of course unions strike 


at a time and place which 
will affect the most people 
and end up causing maxi¬ 
mum impact. The dispute 
about driver-operated doors 
has been going on for far 
too long and I understand 
the union membership has 
voted against their own un¬ 
ion’s compromise. 

I appreciate the concern 
of the guards but this sys¬ 
tem is running safely in 
many other countries with¬ 
out any safety problems. We 
must accept we are in the 
‘age of technology’. 

JOHN CHAMBERLAIN 

Great Barr 


Scandalous 
food waste 

FANTASTIC, eureka, at 
last, someone who can do 
something about it has seen 
the light. 

Use-by-dates have had 
their day, for years I’ve been 
banging the drum about this 
scandalous waste of food. 

Thousands of tons of food 
dumped everyday and peo¬ 
ple in the world are starving, 
it is sheer environmental 
vandalism, perfectly edible 
safe tinned food thrown in 
the skip, the list of wastage 
is endless. 

Obviously there are foods 
that need use-by-dates, but 
best-by-dates, on apples, po¬ 
tatoes, tomatoes is just plain 
ridiculous. 

So to see that we now 
have MPs talking about 
scrapping the use-by-date, I 
feel that at last the palace of 
Westminster has some use 
after all. 

S T VAUGHAN 
Yardley Wood 

Vocabulary 
so annoying 

JUST recently I have been 
moved to boiling point with 
the modern-day need to re¬ 
invent words, instead of just 
saying the old phrases. 

Take a debate in the 
House of Commons where 
MPs were calling each other 
disingenuous instead of 
what we would say - telling 
lies. During Brexit our now 
PM when asked where she 
stood on Brexit itself replied 
‘I am aligning my views’, 
meaning sitting on the 
fence. Now, having splut¬ 
tered throughout an inter¬ 
view, shadow home affairs 
spokesperson Diane Abbott 
MP has said she ‘misspoke’. 

CHLOE HARRISON 

West Bromwich 



• Windows 
• Composite Doors 

• Porches 
• Patio Doors 

• Conservatories 

• Window & Door 

Repairs 

Fascias/Guttering 
• Building Work 

• Misted-up Units 
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97 Park Lane, Langley, Oldbury B69 4LP 

Website: www.window-warehouse.com Email: windowwarehouses@btconnect.com 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM OPENING HOURS: Mon-Fri 8 am-6 pm Sat 8am-1pm 


"SJSf % OFFERS * samiiilii 




KITCHEN RENEW 


We can save your costly cabinets and replace 
doors, or worktops, or both, creating a new 
look dream kitchen at a fraction of the cost 

• EXTRA 20% OFF DOORS 

• FREE SINK AND TAP 

• FREE HANDLES 

• FREE HOME SURVEY 


REPLACE KITCHEN 


Our experienced kitchen planners can otter fully 
installed kitchens, including tiling, electrics and 
plumbing, or offer a supply only service, all at 
realistic prices, using full 3D design service 

• FREE INTEGRATED WASHER* 

• FREE INTEGRATED DISHWASHER* 
•FREE SINK AND TAP* 

• FREE HOME SURVEY* 



1000s 

COLOURS _ 
AND STYLES I 


OPEN 7 DAYS 


BATH TO SHOWER CONVERSION 


Fully Installed inc. Safety Glass 
Enclosure, Shower seat, Grab Rail, 
Shower valve, Plastering, Tiling or 
Easy Clean Wall Panels. 

INSTALLED 

i aap* 


“£ 1895 ' 



SEE DISPLAYS IN STORE 


FULL BATHROOM 


Including Bath or Shower, Toilet and 
Basin, Tiles or Wall Panels, Taps 
and all labour. 


• INSTALLED 


£2995 



SEE DISPLAYS IN STORE 


COMFORT HIGH SEAT TOILETS 


tii: 


A toilet with a couple of extra 
inches of height makes all the 
difference, Large choice of discrete 
and stylish modern designs. 

SUPPLY ONLY INSTALLED 

£149 £ 299 * 



SEE DISPLAYS IN STORE 


' Over 50 displays in store • Large showroom- free parking • Free no obligation survey 
■ Long established business • Quality installers 


POTTERS LANE, WEDNESBURY, 

REAR OF MECCA BINGO, WS10 7LH 
CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE SURVEY 0121 505 1132 


/j\ WARNING PRICES TOD LOWMj 

MASSIVE £1,000,000 

STOCK CLEARANCE ZONE 

WE HAVE SMASHED THE PRICES ON HUNDREDS AND HUNDREDS OF SUITES, SOFAS, 
ARMCHAIRS, DINING SETS, BEDS & BEDROOM FURNITURE AND MUCH, MUCH MORE! 


jwD UPT012 MONTHS INTEREST FREE CREDIT [i 



MARBLE COMPOSITE 
HEAVY DINING TABLE & 
6 FAUX LEATHER CHAIRS 
IN GREY & BLACK 
WAS £1695-SAVE £1000 

now £695 


INTEREST FREE CREDIT EXAMPLES 


SPEND £500 

£50 deposit and 
9 x monthly payments 
@ £50 per month 

Total payable = £500 


SPEND £1000 

£100 deposit and 
12 x monthly payments 
@ £75 per month 

Total payable = £1000 


I TH* II 

SOLID OAK TRIPLE WARDROBE' 

B DISPLAY 

MODEL 
TO CLEAR 
WAS £1249 


50% OFF 

MIRRORED BEDROOM 
FURNITURE 
EG. DRESSING TABLE 
WAS £329 

now £149 

SOLID OAK 2 DRAWER BEDSIDE 
DISPLAY 
MODELS 
TO CLEAR 
WAS £199 




FRANCESCA BRITISH MADE 3 SEATER & 2 SEATER SOFAS 
BLACK & BROWN LEATHER OR TAN FABRIC 
WAS 
£1299 


HUNDREDS OF BEDFRAMES, DIVANS & 
MATTRESSES TO TAKE AWAY 

SINGLE MATT FROM £39 
DOUBLE MATT FROM £59 
KING MATT FROM £79 


FOR THE BEST DEALS IN THE MIDLANDS, COME AND BROWSE IN PEACE AT OUR DUDLEY SHOWROOM 


B F C 


I FURNITURE FACTORY I 

OUTLET STORE 


BFC FURNITURE FACTORY OUTLET STORE 
UNIT 9, CONEYGREE TRADING ESTATE, 
CONEYGREE ROAD, BURNT TREE, 
DUDLEY DY4 8XF 


Telephone: 

0121 557 6885 

OPENING HOURS: 
MON-SAT 10AM-6PM 
SUNDAY 10AM-4PM 
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® Residents hit 
out at OK on 
travellers' site 

A DECISION to create a holding site for 
travellers next to a park in the Black Coun¬ 
try has been criticised by residents. 

Councillors gave the go-ahead to plans 
for the ‘temporary transit site’ near Black 
Patch Park in Smethwick at a meeting re¬ 
cently. 

However, opponents of the plan claim the 
decision ignores residents’ views. 

Derelict land at the corner of Boulton 
Road and Foundry Lane will house up to 
34 caravans at one time and have toilet and 
washing facilities. The park is believed to 
have been the birthplace of silent movies 
legend Charlie Chaplin. 

Resident Andrew Simons said: “This 
decision reinforces the view that Sandwell 
councillors think...they can therefore ig¬ 
nore residents and users of Black Patch 
Park.” 

He also said the site would have been 
better elsewhere in Sandwell and claimed 
residents living nearby are opposed to the 
plans as a result of ‘road safety and the 
heavy traffic on a severe bend and the loca¬ 
tion of an electricity substation just metres 
away from the proposed site’. 

Siphoning 

Mr Simons added: “Local businesses are 
concerned about the impact that the pro¬ 
posal will have on their ventures and have 
experienced issues in the past from travel¬ 
ler incursions on Black Patch Park - for ex¬ 
ample the siphoning of petrol from vehicles 
at a local haulage company. 

“One comment from a local business 
was - ‘We’ve had enough of negative things 
happening - we want to see positive plans 
for the area - and this isn’t going to help’.” 

At last week’s meeting, planning officer 
Alan Reynolds said: “This site will enable 
us and the police to resolve the problems 
we have in Sandwell and to reduce the 
numbers of unauthorised encampments in 
the future for the benefit of 300,000 people 
across the borough.” 

Those using the transit site will be 
charged £80 per caravan per week to pitch 
up for a short stay, plus a £250 deposit for 
each group. 



Julie Walters as painted by Carl Randall Ex-South Bank Show presenter, Keith Breeden’s portrait of Designer Wayne Hemingway, Jo Brand, also by Carl Randall, part of 

with the Royal National Theatre behind Lord Bragg by David Vigor Charles Kennedy by Steve Caldwell his London Portraits collection 


Actress Julie’s brush with art 


‘DOWN-TO-EARTH’, ‘with¬ 
out pretence’ and ‘profes¬ 
sional’ - an artist has por¬ 
trayed Black Country-born 
star Julie Walters in a pic¬ 
ture on display in London. 

The portrait by Carl Randall shows 
Julie, who hails from Smethwick, in 
a street scene in front of The Royal 
National Theatre in London - a place 
she has performed many times in her 
long-established career. 

And it is on display at the Mall 


Galleries in central London until 
May 19. 

Mr Randall said: “In the portrait, 
I essentially tried to show her as an 
ordinary woman in a street, which 
relates to the characters she often 
portrays, and also how I found her to 
be in life - down-to-earth and with¬ 
out pretence. 

“It is a portrait of her in front of 
a place that has personal and profes¬ 
sional significance for her.” 

Walters, aged 67, who was this year 
honoured with a lifetime achieve¬ 


ment award by the Royal Television 
Society, was expelled from Holly 
Lodge Grammar School before train¬ 
ing as a nurse at the Queen Elizabeth 
Hospital in Birmingham. 

After an 18-month stint, however, 
before pursuing a career in film and 
television, first studying drama at 
Manchester Polytechnic and later 
working for the Everyman Theatre 
Company in Liverpool. 

The six-time Bafta and Golden 
Globe winning-actress wrote an au¬ 
tobiography called That’s Another 


Story, which featured her end-ter¬ 
raced childhood home. The book, 
which she sent signed to Smethwick 
Heritage Centre, told of how she first 
came to prominence, playing the title 
role of Educating Rita in 1983. 

She is now more famous for play¬ 
ing Molly Weasley in the Harry Pot¬ 
ter films, and for her role in Calendar 
Girls and starring as in the TV drama 
Mo, based on Secretary of State for 
Northern Ireland Mo Mowlam. 

But for all her fame, the portrait 
shows the actor closer to her roots, 


at the start of her career next to The 
Royal National Theatre, where she 
performed in Fool For Love from 
1984 to 1985, All My Sons in 2000 
and The Last of the Haussmans in 
2012. 

The picture is one of more than 
200 portraits by more than 100 art¬ 
ists. Other highlighted individuals 
include broadcaster Lord Bragg, co¬ 
median Jo Brand, designer Wayne 
Hemingway, ballerina Leanne Ben¬ 
jamin and former Lib-Dem leader, 
the late Charles Kennedy. 



Cleaning 

Services now available 
to restore all your uPVC 
products. Guttering and 
Driveways cleaning 
available 




Replace the existing roof on 
your conservatory and create a 
comfortable environment and a 
room you can use all year round 




Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the 
industry. No other company in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, and that’s why we 
have been in business for more than 30 years. 




Porches? Fascias 


No deposits or stage payments, 
you only pay when the installation 
has been completed 


Visit one of the largest 
conservatory and window 
shrowrooms in the UK 


Supplied & Fitted... 
across the Midlands 


Repair Service 
Available 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON MAY INSTALLATIONS 


[5f30pm1 


LWee Relays 


FREEPHONE 1 









































































Staff get In The Mood for wartime life 



People dress in 1940’s outfits for the Homefront event at Haden Hill House Museum, Cradley Heath 

IT was the era of rationing, evacuations 
and air raids, and it was all remembered 
by staff at a Black Country museum as 
they turned back the clock to taste life on 
the Homefront in the Second World War. 

Museums services manager for Haden 
Hill House, Jane Hanney, said it was be¬ 
lieved that the house in Barrs Road, Cra¬ 
dley Heath, was used by evacuees before 
they found homes in the local area as well 
as being used to help bombed out families 
and as a food store during the war. 

She said: “Older visitors have told us 
about the celebration that took place in 
the park at the end of the war.” 

Visitor services officer Alison Hyatt 
said: “The site came alive with costumed 
historical interpreters and old vehicles, 
there was a uniform display and a chance 
for visitors to learn about rationing and 
taste some wartime food.” It was also the 
first chance to see the new evacuee’s bed¬ 
room display in the Old Hall. John Shaw, from Halesowen and his 1940 Velocette motorcycle 



ADVERTORIAL 


Has Your Double 
Glazing Steamed Up? 


Established for over a decade 
Cloudy2Clear windows have 
become a leading company 
for glass replacement. Issues 
with double glazing can 
often be gradual and may 
only be noticed during a 
clear sunny day or during 
the winter. A failed glass unit 
may no longer provide you 
with the protection you need 
or be energy efficient. Why 
not spend a few minutes 
checking your home to see if 
you have any failed double 
glazing? If you act now you 
can avoid these problems. 

Now, you may think you 
need to replace the whole 


window including the frames 
and all the hardware, however 
Cloudy2Clear have come up 
with a simple and cost saving 
solution... Just replace the 
glass!! 

If you see condensation 
in your windows just visit 
our website or give us a 
call on 0800 61 21118. We 
will send out our highly 
experienced engineers for a 
free no obligation quote. A 
Cloudy2Clear quote takes 
on average no longer than 
20 minutes. Once the quote is 
completed, we will sit down with 
you and explain the problem 
and tell you how we can fix 


it. With years of experience 
Cloudy2Clear have a wealth of 
knowledge and are recognised 
as a Which Trusted Trader, 
plus our work is backed by 
an industry leading 25 year 
guarantee. Cloudy2Clear also 
replace faulty locks handles 
and hinges on all windows and 
doors. 

Your friendly local 
Cloudy2Clear specialist 
is James Stanley and 
he services Walsall and 
surrounding areas. 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give James a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 61 21118. 


Cloudy2Clear 
GUARANTEE All 
Customers That An 
Average Quote Will 
Take No Longer Than 
20 MINS!!! 



Cloudy2Clear Windows. 
Service With A Smile! 


Cloudy2Clear Are A... 

Which? 
Which?^Trusted 
Trader 


Troutd trMtef 


C 2 


All Glazing Backed By Our 

25 YEAR 

GUARANTEE 


Priority Freephone 

0800 6121118 

www.cloudy2clear.com 


Broken Or Damaged Windows? Faulty Locks, Handles, Hinges? f >0 


TOURS BY SPECIAL TRAIN WITH STATESMAN RAIL 





DARTMOUTH REGATTA STATESMAN 

SATURDAY 26 AUGUST 

Departs:WOLVERHAMPTON,TAME BRIDGE, 
BIRMINGHAM (New Street), ROWLEY REGIS, 
STOURBRIDGE JCT, KIDDERMINSTER 


Enjoy a summer day out to remember on board The 
Statesman’ luxury train direct from your local station as 
we travel through Dorset and around the beautiful Devon 
coast alongside the Exe Estuary and exciting sea wall line 
through tunnels and cuttings of red rock and along beaches 
and coves at Dawlish with the sea keeping company all the 
way. At Paignton we join the pretty heritage line offering 
stunning views of the English Riviera alongside the River 
Dart to Kingswear where it is a short ferry crossing to 
historic Dartmouth where the famous Royal Regatta will 
be in full swing with over 200 yachts, steam ships and 
other events. 


There are four classes of travel available but early booking 
is recommended as seats are selling fast: 

Pullman Dining Class - Prices from £270: Including a full 
English breakfast, morning coffee & pastries - and four 
course Dinner with champagne, canapes and wine. 

Premier Dining Class - Prices from £245: Including full 
English breakfast & four course dinner. 

First Class - Prices from £145: Including complimentary 
tea/coffee & biscuits. 

Standard Class - Prices from £95:A Buffet Car is available 
for the sale of light refreshments. 


Call Statesman Rail reservations on 0345 310 2458 or 2489, or book online www.statesmanrail.com 




FORA BROCHURE OR TO BOOK 0345 310 2458/2489 WWW.STATESMANRAIL.COM 
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Stuck for a gift for 

Father’s^ 
Day? ^ 

If you’ve had your picture taken by 
one of our photographers 
then check out our personalised 

onlne gifts 

View images and order now at: 
photosforsale.expressandstar.com 
Or call: 01902 319999 

(Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm, closed Bank Holidays) 


We offer: photos I canvas prints | mugs 
mousemats | keyrings | coasters 
jigsaws | fridge magnets 
tablet wallpaper 

Only selected prints available and copyright restrictions apply. Photos available to 
view and order online the next working day after publication. Allow 28 days for delivery. 




No Boer-dom with exciting re-enactments 


Phil Joynson, as a private in 58th Regiment, in the Boer War re-enactment at the Manor House Museum 


IT was an historical re-enactment 
brought back to life with an array of 
bangs, crashes and military action at 
a Sandwell museum. Visitors were 
given the opportunity to travel back 
to Victorian times as The Anglo Boer 
War Staffords historical interpreta¬ 
tion group set up camp in the grounds 
of the Manor House Museum, in Hall 
Green Road, West Bromwich. 

The historic drama unfolded at the 
site with military re-enactments, dis¬ 
plays and lots of fascinating entertain¬ 
ment based around the Boer War. 

Gunpowder was used for explo¬ 
sions causing real bangs to excite the 


crowds. The group also set up tents 
and historical displays and undertook 
military drills and battles. 

Jane Hanney, museum services 
manager, said: “There was some loud 
bangs and crashes and lots of fasci¬ 
nating facts to have been discovered 
around this historical battle.” 

Staff gave guided tours of the Manor 
House which dates back to the 13th 
century and visitors could find out 
about arms and armour hundreds of 
years before the Boer War period as 
well as what life was like in the house 
600 years ago. The Anglo Boer War 
was fought by the British Empire 


against the Boers, who were made up 
of forces of the South African Republic 
and the Republic of the Orange Free 
State. The Boer Republics declared 
war on October 11 1899 and the con¬ 
flict ended on May 31 1902 - a dura¬ 
tion of two years and eight months. 

The event took place on April 30 
and May 1. It followed a weekend of 
historical entertainment at museum 
sites. Haden Hill Museum, in Cradley 
Heath, travelled back 70 years to mark 
life on the Homefront in the Second 
World War. For details call the Manor 
House on 0121 588 2985 or visit www. 
sandwell.gov.uk/joininmuseums 



Return coach travel from Cannock, Dudley, Walsall 
& Wolverhampton 



Quote Cede: NRL153 


LONDON’S 

WINTER 

WONDERLAND 

Saturday departures, 

18 November & 16 December 2017 

London’s Hyde Park transforms this 
November into a dazzling spectacle of 
sparkle, with 200+ Christmas Market 
stalls, ice rink, ice kingdom, circuses, Big 
Wheel, even a cocktail bar made of ice. 
Join us on this great-value Omega break 
and make your weekend a walk 
in the park! 




Only 


2 days, by coach 

c99 


.95pp 


' TS -T3lnk 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplement £30pp. Subject to availability. 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles of 
central London with full English breakfast 

✓ Return transfer from hotel to Hyde Park 

✓ Free time in London on Sunday 


OLYMPIA 

THE LONDON 
INTERNATIONAL 
HORSE SHOW 



Departing Saturday 16 December 2017 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star hotel within 
30 miles of central London with full English 
breakfast 

✓ A ticket (face value £44.75 plus booking fee) 
for the Saturday evening show at Olympia 
(upgrades available at a supplement) 

✓ Free time in central London 


2 days, by coach 

only £159 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


For more information 
or to book, please call: 


01902 902165 


OPENING TIMES: MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 SUN 10.00-16.00 

Organised by Omega Holidays pic, ABTA V4782. 


* f>i 

@OmegaHols OmegaHols 



EDINBURGH 

TATTOO 


; ^ A* 

Quote Code: WLC346 


Departing Friday 18 August 2017 


Price Includes... 

✓ 2 nights at a 3 or 4 star outer Glasgow area 
hotel with 3-course dinner at the hotel on the 
first evening and full Scottish breakfast 

✓ Ticket (face value £35) to the 2017 Royal 
Military Tattoo on Saturday at 7.30 p.m. 
(upgrades available at a supplement) 

✓ Free time in Edinburgh 

3 days, by coach 

only £209- 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com LC346 


Single room supplements £60pp. Subject to availability. 
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Wood you believe it, 
for a blue-tiful place 


HUNDREDS of people visited a 
bluebell wood which was opened to 
the public for charity. 

More than 350 people paid a visit 
to Keeper’s Cottage Bluebell Wood 
in Stourton, near Stourbridge, over 
the weekend as part of the National 
Garden Scheme. 

It is the second year that the wood 
has been opened as part of the na¬ 
tional scheme which raises cash for 
charities. 

After a successful event last year 
it was decided to do it again - and 
owner Peter Brookes said the second 
opening had also proved successful. 

Mr Brookes, aged 60, said: “Blue¬ 
bells are a quintessential English 
scene and people love walking 
through them. 

“We’re very pleased with how it’s 
gone but are still working out ex¬ 
actly how much money we’ve raised 


- but it is a substantial amount. It’s 
a really nice spot right next to Sme- 
stow Brook and one lady described it 
as ‘a little paradise’. 

“It is a lovely thing to do and peo¬ 
ple just want to see a bit of nature 
and there’s also quite a bit of bird 
life as well.” 

Last year’s opening raised more 
than £2,300 for the National Garden 
Scheme. 

The main beneficiaries were Mac¬ 
millan Cancer Support, Marie Curie 
and Hospice UK. 

Mr Brookes said visitors this year 
had also enjoyed home-made teas. 

Private visits to the wood can be 
arranged if people want them. 

The bluebell wood is in Greens- 
forge Lane, Stourton, just off the 
A458 Stourbridge to Bridgnorth 
road. It is signposted from the Stew- 
poney junction of the A449. 



Enjoying the bluebell wood opened by her parents, is Jess Brookes, of Stourton, with Joe Edwards, of Kinver 


Revamp of flats 
up for awards 

AN £11 million refurbishment of three high-rise blocks 
in Smethwick has been shortlisted for two industry 
awards. 

The Crofts, made up of Ashcroft, Birchcroft and Elm- 
croft blocks in the Cape Hill area, has been recognised in 
the Royal Institute of Chartered Surveyors Awards 2017 
West Midlands, in both the regeneration and residential 
categories. 

The two-year long revamp was completed early last 
year and was carried out by Keepmoat on behalf of 
Sandwell Council. 

External improvements included new roofs with ener¬ 
gy-efficient photo-voltaic panels and eye-catching insu¬ 
lated cladding to reduce energy bills. 

Council chiefs said the makeover, which also included 
new windows and balconies, has given the blocks - made 
up of 270 homes - a new lease of life. 

Award winners will be announced by the Royal Insti¬ 
tution of Chartered Surveyors at a special ceremony on 
May 18. 


Surgery 
rated good 
by health 
watchdog 


A DOCTOR’S surgery in Wednesbury has 
been rated good by a health watchdog. Dr 
Bhupendra Bhadauria’s practice has been 
rated good in all areas by the Care Quality 
Commission (CQC). 

In a report published on August 1 last year fol¬ 
lowing an inspection on July 7, the surgery was 
praised for its staff and their ability to ‘understand 


and meet the range of 
complexity of patients’ 
needs’. 

The surgery operates 
from the same building as 
Jubilee Health Centre on 
Upper Russell Street which 
was rated as inadequate 
following an inspection in 
January. 

Dr Bhupendra Bhadau¬ 
ria’s surgery delivers ser¬ 
vices from the same address 
but is a different provider. 

The report states: “Staff 
were aware of their respon¬ 
sibilities to raise and report 
concerns, incidents and near 
misses. 

Safeguarding 

“Significant events, inci¬ 
dents and complaints were 
regularly discussed with 
staff both informally and 
during practice meetings. 

“Themes were well-moni¬ 
tored and used to drive im¬ 
provements. 

“Staff received training 
in mental capacity and com¬ 
pleted safeguarding train¬ 
ing to the appropriate level 
required for their job role; 
staff also highlighted that 
mental capacity was cov¬ 
ered during safeguarding 
training. 

“Some staff members had 
also completed dementia 


By Lucy Thompson 


awareness training.” The 
CQC report also stated: 
“Staff demonstrated they 
understood their responsi¬ 
bilities and ah had received 
training relevant to their 
role. 

“We saw that the practice 
had robust policies in place 
which covered areas such 
as safeguarding, mental ca¬ 
pacity and whistleblowing. 
These were easily accessible 
through the practices sys¬ 
tem and hard copies were 
also in place.” 

Inspectors also found that 
the practice was continuing 
to target health promotion 
and preventative care ser¬ 
vices for patients and the 
surgery was ‘proactive in 
identifying and managing 
significant events’. 

The watchdog found that 
Dr Bhupendra Bhadauria’s 
had also been ‘continually 
pushing’ its sexual health 
screenings. 

The practice was advertis¬ 
ing the service through their 
practice newsletter and local 
health promotion events at 
the time. 

The watchdog also stated 
that the surgery was visibly 
clean and tidy. 


Next dean of city 
appointed to role 


THE next Dean of Birmingham has officially been appoint¬ 
ed to the prestigious role. The Bishop of Birmingham has 
approved the appointment of The Rev Canon Matt Thomp¬ 
son as the next Dean of the city. His appointment follows 
the departure of the Very Rev Catherine Ogle. 

Canon Matt will be installed at Birmingham Cathedral, 
St Philips, in September. He currently serves as the vicar 
of Bolton Parish Church, a position held since 2008. Canon 
Matt, who is married with a 10-year-old daughter, said he 
was excited to be joining Birmingham Cathedral. 

He said: “I am very honoured and delighted to be the 
next Dean of Birmingham and to serve the cathedral and 
the communities of the Birmingham diocese. I am looking 
forward to leading a wonderful team at the cathedral and 
to joining the cathedral community. I am very drawn by the 
desire of everyone at St Philip’s to reach out to the parish, 
city and diocese they seek to serve,” he added. 



SPRING 

SALE 

Now til ilA 

Final Week . 


Cousins 7 Spring Sale is now in its final week at the 
Midlands 7 largest and most inspirational furniture stores. 

Take advantage of huge reductions on every single item, 
there's never been a better time to save on furniture, carpets, 
beds, homewares and much more, including all the famous 
brand names and our many new ranges. 

Low sale prices. Pay nothing for a year. 

No deposit. Then spread the cost interest free. 


BS ^ Parker Knoll ’ SHALO O TEMPUR £3 | OTTRr.STA > 

LOW SALE PRICES. PAY NOTHING FOR A YEAR. NO DEPOSIT. THEN TAKE INTEREST FREE CREDIT. 


(ousins 


a true family business 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

Late Nights: Tuesday & Thursday until 8pm 

Birmingham Dudley Manchester 

Warwick Road, Hall Street A57, Regent Rd, 

Tyseley. Bll 2EW. DY2 8NW. Salford. M5 4EA. 

T: 0121 765 3300 T: 01384 451500 T: 0161 875 4070 

www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 


Our price promise 
to you, we won't be 
beaten on price! * 


CELEBRATING 

31 


YEARS 

• Free parking 

• Instore restaurant | trusted merchant 

• Large stocks 

• Immediate delivery 


★ ★★★★ 
feefo 


. Some items are subject to one per household and only available in limited colours, or the colours shown in this advert. Prices in this advert are valid until 21.05.17. Offer not available on clearance items, web specials or in-store concessions. * See website for further details on our price promise. 
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Mountain pine air you could bottle and sell, glacier fresh beer, scented meadows, 
crystal lakes, waterfalls... that’s Austria in summertime, the perfect antidote to city 
hustle and beach bustle! 

PRICE INCLUDES... 

✓ Return flight on an exclusive Omega charter from Birmingham airport 
to Friedrichshafen 

✓ 7 nights at the 4 star Sport Hotel, St Anton with breakfast 

✓ St Anton Summer Card with one day’s free use of cable cars 

✓ All airport taxes and return transfer from the airport to your hotel 

✓ Services of an English-speaking representative 

Optional excursions to pre-book 

Liechtenstein & Appenzell, and Lindau & Lake Constance 

View product online at www.omega-holidays.com/WRF990 

Organised by Omega Holidays pic, ABTA V4782. ATOL Protected 6081. Single supplement applies. Subject to availability. 



For more information or to book, please call: 

01902 902165 


OPENING TIMES: 
MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 
SUN 10.00-16.00 


£lbn worth 
of homes 
left empty 
in region 


MORE than £1 billion worth of homes were 
sitting empty in the Black Country and Staf¬ 
fordshire last year, according to shocking 
new Government figures. 

The scale of the region’s housing crisis can be laid 
bare as it is revealed a total of 5,602 properties lay 
vacant for at least six months across the region in 


2016. 

Worst hit was Wolver¬ 
hampton with 1,232 empty 
homes, while Sandwell had 
1,171, Dudley 1,005, Walsall 
959, Stafford 661, Cannock 
Chase 307 and Wyre Forest 
267. Black Country LEP 
board member Ninder Johal 
labelled the figures ‘aston¬ 
ishing’ and said getting the 
homes back in use must be 
a priority for councils. 

Mr Johal said: “This is 
an astonishing amount and 
helps you understand why 
we have a housing crisis. 

“What we need to do is 
make productive use of 
these houses, but also any 
land that is lying disused. 

“It will continue to be 
a priority for the LEP but 
also needs to be something 
for the West Midlands Com¬ 
bined Authority. We need 
to look at how to unlock the 
potential in these buildings 


By Jamie Brassing ton 

and make serious inroads 
into our housing crisis.” 

The cost of Wolverhamp¬ 
ton’s empty homes in 2016 
was £268 million according 
to the Department for Com¬ 
munities and Local Govern¬ 
ment figures compiled by 
property investment firm 
Property Partner. 

Empty homes in Sandwell 
were worth £255 million, 
Dudley £219 million, Wal¬ 
sall £209 million, Stafford 
£144 million, Cannock 
Chase £67 million and Staf¬ 
ford £58 million. 

Wolverhampton Conserv¬ 
ative group leader Wendy 
Thompson said the city’s 
vacant homes were ‘a cry¬ 
ing shame’ for families. She 
said: “Families need homes. 
It is very detrimental to 
communities if there are too 
many empty houses.” 


Highest block for 
cityscape revealed 



Construction of Three Snowhill, in Birmingham city cen¬ 
tre, is under way with one of three cores now complete 

NEW images have been released of the biggest city cen¬ 
tre office block ever built in the UK outside London, cur¬ 
rently under construction in Birmingham. The 420,000 sq 
ft, Three Snowhill will comprise 17 storeys of offices with 
floorplates of up to 25,000 sq ft. 

Ballymore has been developing Birmingham’s four-acre 
Snowhill Estate for the last 10 years and Snowhill project 
director, Richard Probert, has worked on the estate since 
the Irish property developer acquired it in early 2003. 

The firm is now developing the third building for the 
scheme on behalf of M&G Real Estate - the property in¬ 
vestment arm of financial services giant Prudential - which 
committed around £200 million to the scheme in March 
last year. 

Mr Probert said: “By the time the Snowhill estate is 
finished in 2019 we will have delivered almost one million 
square foot of prime office space and more than three acres 
of new public realm, including the St Chad’s open space, 
the Winter Garden, Colmore Square piazza and water fea¬ 
ture.” 



2 KILO ^ 
FRESH 
CHICKEN 
IUFTS TUB 


5 KILO ^ 
FRESH 
CHICKEN 
ILLET TUBS 


T 30 DAY 
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ROASTING BEEF1 
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£ 4.9 
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Full-blown advice on 
bowel cancer dangers 


IT’S the giant inflatable bowel that 
takes you on a journey inside this 
vital organ - and it was on a high 
street in the Black Country. 

Blown up to stop shoppers in their 
tracks, the bowel was manned by 
staff from Sandwell and West Bir¬ 
mingham Hospitals NHS Trust who 
wanted to bring home the message 
that bowel screening literally saves 
lives in the race against time to “stop 
bowel cancer before it stops you”. 

Shoppers at New Square shopping 
centre were fascinated with their 
‘fantastic voyage’ as they travelled 
through the organ, navigated by 
Bowel Cancer Screening Programme 
manager Maggie Preston and her 
colleagues. She explained: “We’re 
here to speak to members of the 
public about how important a simple 
test can be. The home kit is sent out 
every three years to people between 


the age of 60 and 74, and we urge 
people to use it and send it back as 
we see lives being saved solely down 
to this test.” 

Patient and grandmother-of-four 
Janet Hopkins, aged 69, of Great 
Barr, agreed, as using the kit saved 
her life after she was diagnosed with 
cancer. She said. “I was sent the kit 
previously and didn’t use it, then 
three years later another one came 
through the post. 

“Using the kit definitely saved my 
life and I would encourage people to 
who are sent the test to do it. I am 
now able to enjoy more time with my 
grandchildren and I may not have 
been here in a few months’ time had 
the cancer not been caught in time.” 

Maggie added: “We used the in¬ 
flatable bowel to encourage more 
people to use the home test that is 
sent to them.” 



From left, the bowel cancer screening programme team with the inflatable bowel, from left, Richard Glennon, 


Mother ‘hurt’ by 
reopening of hotel 

A TUNISIAN hotel where three members of the same 
Black Country family were killed has reopened to the 
public. The former Imperial Marhaba hotel has been re¬ 
named Kantaoui Bay in order to erase ‘the painful mem¬ 
ory of the drama’ according to its owner. 

An IS-inspired gunman killed Joel Richards, aged 19, 
his grandfather Patrick Evans, 78, and uncle Adrian 
Evans, 44, at the hotel in June 2015. 

The owner of the hotel in Sousse said it has undergone 
a £1.9 million revamp, with ‘a view to the future’. 

However Suzy Richards, from Wednesbury, who lost 
her son, brother and father in the massacre, has said 
improvements to security at the hotel are ‘hurtful’ - and 
too little, too late. She said: “Personally I think it’s hurt¬ 
ful that they’ve now decided to spend £1.9m on refur¬ 
bishing the hotel and putting in adequate security which 
should have been there in the first place. 

“I knew that they would reopen it eventually but I’m 
upset that the hotel manger has never once apologised 
to the families or even had the respect to come over and 
give evidence [during the inquests].” 


Knife crime 
arrests 
soar over 
36 months 


KNIFE crime is rising in the Black Country 
with the number of arrests for knife posses¬ 
sion almost doubling in three years - includ¬ 
ing 21 on school premises. 

West Midlands Police arrested 38 people for pos¬ 
sessing ‘knives, blades or sharp pointed articles’ in 
2014 across Dudley, Sandwell, Walsall and Wolver¬ 
hampton - but this hit 73 in 2016. 


David Jamieson, West 
Midlands police and crime 
commissioner, said ‘tackling 
knife crime is one of the top 
priorities’ for police. The fig¬ 
ures were revealed following 
an information request to 
West Midlands Police. 

The biggest number of ar¬ 
rests for possessing ‘knives, 
blades or sharply-pointed 
articles’ were in Sandwell 
over the three years. The 
borough saw 65 arrests, 
compared to 45 in Wolver¬ 
hampton, 22 in Walsall and 
21 in Dudley. And the num¬ 
ber of arrests also shot up 
year on year in Sandwell, 
from five in 2014, to 16 in 
2015, and 44 in 2016. 

But Councillor Preet Gill, 
cabinet member for public 
health and protection at 
Sandwell Council, said these 
statistics showed police were 
carrying out a ‘pro-active 
approach’ to knife crime. 

“I think there has been a 
massive campaign around 
weapons and young peo¬ 
ple having them in posses¬ 
sion,” she said. “Sandwell 
launched the ‘drop your 
weapons bin’ in West Brom¬ 
wich. I think the police have 
been pro-active around this. 
It is positive that there has 
been more arrests, and I 
hope it gets a clear message 


By Jamie Brassington 


to people that we are prior¬ 
itising people’s safety.” 

The FOI figures showed 
that the number of arrests 
for ‘offensive weapons’ also 
rose each year across the 
Black Country - from 57 in 
2014, to 60 in 2015 and 67 
in 2016. 

Mr Jamieson said: “Tack¬ 
ling knife crime is one of 
the top priorities for me 
and West Midlands Police. I 
have introduced a Commis¬ 
sion on Gangs and Violence 
to address the root causes 
of knife crime in the region 
and also led a successful 
campaign to get zombie 
knives banned.” 

“My office supports 13 
knife surrender bins across 
the Black Country and Bir¬ 
mingham and I would urge 
anyone with a blade - or 
worried family and friends 
- to do the right thing and 
deposit them in one of the 
bins. 

“West Midlands Police 
also run the hard-hitting 
‘Either way, he’s not com¬ 
ing home’ campaign, which 
appeals to the mothers of 
young men to speak to them 
about the dangers of carry¬ 
ing a knife.” 


Albion hope to lead 
Bear in One Direction 


WEST Bromwich Albion have launched a cheeky bid to 
snap up a new supporter - Liam Payne’s baby boy. 

The Baggies urged the One Direction star to make sure 
he puts his son Bear ‘in the right stripes’ over partner 
Cheryl’s hometown team Newcastle United. 

The club wasted little time wading into a potentially 
tricky subject between the pair, posting a picture on Twit¬ 
ter of a baby-sized Albion shirt featuring the name Bear 
and a number one. 

Liam, aged 23, is from Wolverhampton - but is an Albion 
fan. 

The tweet from West Brom’s official account said: “Con¬ 
gratulations, @LiamPayne! 

“Don’t listen to @CherylOfficial. Make sure you put him 
in the right stripes... #WBA.” 

It came after the superstar couple announced the name 
of their son five weeks after his birth. 
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Due to popular 
demand now taking 
bookings for Weekends 
and Bank Holidays 


At BTF we specialise in the external cleaning of properties. 
Our team of experts are trained to tackle and revive the 
most dirty and worn of driveways, patios, tiled roofs 
and UPVC products. Based in Halesowen we offer a 
professional, friendly and efficient service, with thousands 
of satisfied customers across the West Midlands. 


OUR SERVICES INCLUDE 

✓ Driveway and Patio cleaning 
✓ Driveway Sealing and Recolouring 

✓ UPVC Guttering, Fascia and Soffits, washed & cleaned 

✓ Conservatories and Orangeries cleaned (inside & out) 

✓ Tiled roofs washed and cleaned 




For all of your external cleaning requirements, 

call the experts at BTF Cleaning Services!! 


BTF 


CLEANING SERVICES LIMITED 


www.btfcleaningservices.co.uk 

Narrow Lane, Halesowen, West Midlands. B62 9ND 

Tel/Fax No: Ol 384 568345 
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Saturday Night 
London Theatre 

Selected Saturday departures throughout 2017 

Price Includes... 

/ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles of 
central London with full English breakfast 
/A ticket for a Saturday evening performance of a 
TOP West End Show from our fabulous selection 
/Free time in London 


© b S’ h £149 


■95pp 


Quote Code: View product online at 
DJG237 www.omega-holidays.com 


London Theatre 
Weekend 
with Evening Meal 

Selected Saturday departures throughout 2017 

Price Includes... 

/ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles of 
central London with 3-course evening meal and full 
English breakfast / A show ticket for a Saturday 
matinee performance of a TOP West End Show from 
our fabulous selection / Free time in London 


© b S’ h £159 


F ■95pp 


Quote Code: View product online at 
VLH348 www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplement £30pp. Subject to availability. 


For more information or to book, please call: 

01902 902165 


OPENING TIMES: 
MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 
SUN 10.00-16.00 



From the Philippines to 
a dream job in nursing 


NHS HEROES 

ONCE again we fo¬ 
cus some of our time 
on the quiet heroes 
of the NHS, from 
a wide variety of 
backgrounds doing a 
wide variety of jobs. 

Sandwell and West 
Birmingham Hospi¬ 
tals NHS Trust is one 
of the Black Coun¬ 
try’s largest NHS 
organisations. 

It employs 7,500 
people, many of 
whom live locally. 

Last year, the trust 
provides care from 
150 locations. 

This week we high¬ 
light: 

JURYBETH BORJA 

AMU A Sister 



BEATING off stiff competi¬ 
tion from over five thousand 
nursing candidates in her na¬ 
tive Philippines led Jurybeth 
Borja to her dream job at 
Sandwell and West Birming¬ 
ham Hospitals NHS Trust. 

Jurybeth who is known as Jaff, 
has proved to her NHS employers 
that she was the right choice, with 
her passion and dedication to the 
job and her patients. 

In the year she applied to come to 
the UK, Jaff was one of 40 people who 
was successfully recruited. 

She is now working as a sister on 
the Acute Medical Unit A at Sandwell 
Hospital, having had various roles 
within the Trust. 

The 38-year-old said: “I have been a 
nurse for over 16 years and enjoy the 
job satisfaction it gives me. 

Passionate 

“Although each day brings its own 
challenges, my purpose and that of 
the team remains the same - we are 
here to give high quality care to each 
patient in our care. 

“I am also passionate about sup¬ 
porting my team and ensuring they 
are able to grow and develop in their 
roles.” 

A typical day for Jaff involves deal¬ 
ing with capacity issues on the unit, 
co-ordinating shifts and handling pa¬ 
tient queries. 

She explained: “As a sister on the 
ward I enjoy having to juggle all the 
different priorities that come my way. 
This is what makes my role so satis¬ 
fying.” 

Early influences about her career 
choice came from Jaff s family mem¬ 
bers, many who work as nurses across 
the world. 

“After I left school my intention 
was to join the Army - an opportunity 
taken up by most young people in the 
Philippines,” she recalled. 


“However, my aunt convinced me to 
do a nursing degree and upon comple¬ 
tion I practiced in the Philippines for a 
number of years in medical paediatrics 
and coronary care before I applied to 
come to the UK. 

“I was really excited to start a new 
chapter in my career as a nurse,” she 
explained. 

“I joined the Trust working in the 
neuro/stroke rehab team in 2003 and 
moved to AMU1 at City Hospital in 
2005. 

“I then took up my current role at 


Sandwell Hospital in 2012.1 have seen 
much change over the years. Our skill 
sets have really developed over time.” 

As for the future, Jaff is interested 
in emergency medicine and would like 
to give back by sharing her knowledge 
and teaching the nurses of the future. 

Outside work, the medic leads an 
active life and loves to play basketball, 
badminton and table tennis in her 
spare time. 

She also loves to travel, with Sin¬ 
gapore and Italy being among her fa¬ 
vourite destinations. 



Sandwell MAY/JUNE DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
-age Up am | Coming Events 


Monday Morning Men’s Group 

Meeting every Monday starting on 8th May 2017 

10.30am -12.30pm at 

The Creative Hub, Wesley Community Centre, 

High Street, West Bromwich, B70 8ND 

• Come along and meet our group - all men aged 50+ welcome 

• Opportunities to take part in woodworking and other handy 
projects 

• Walking football sessions to start soon - Taster session with 
The Albion Foundation 22nd May 

until 11:30 - meet ex players. Just 
bring a comfortable pair of trainers 
to have a kick about. 

• Get together for weekly game of 
snooker, maybe play dominoes, 
cards or just have a chat and a 
cuppa 

• Free activities and refreshments 
every week 



Home Crafts group 

Make and take home a crafty item. No special skills needed - 
even total Beginners can make something to be proud of! 

All materials are provided - the only thing to bring is yourself! 
Come and enjoy just one session or why not have a taste of a 
different craft each week. 

Our fun, friendly sessions can be enjoyed by everyone, 
regardless of ability so what are you waiting for?! 

Meeting every Wednesday 10.30am - 12.30pm 

Get together weekly and create lovely craft items for the 
home or just have a chat and a cuppa. 

Opportunities to take part in knitting, sewing ,card making 
and flower arranging 
All aged 50+ welcome 

FREE activities and refreshments every week 

* - s qg 


Stay Fit & Active 

Join the FREE exercise hour for people aged 50+ 



Every Tuesday starting on 2nd May 2017 
12 noon - 1pm 

at The Creative Hub, Wesley Community Centre, 
High Street, West Bromwich B70 8ND 


Art Class 

Meeting every Thursday 
from 4th May 1pm-3pm 

Get together weekly to create artwork or just have a 
chat and a cuppa. 

Opportunities to take part in sketching, charcoals, 
pastels and watercolours. 

Practised artists or complete beginners welcome. 
Come along and meet 
our group - all welcome 
aged 50+. 

Free activities and 
refreshments every week. 

Call us for more details. 



Free Cinema Club 
Starts 5th June 
1 pm with the classic 

tb rnmmm 



The Creative Hub, Wesley Community Centre, 
High Street, West Bromwich B70 8ND 


Love Football? 




Over 50 and want to 
stay active? 

FREE Walking Football 
Taster Session 

at The Creative Hub, Wesley Community 
Centre, High Street, West Bromwich 
Monday 22nd May 2017 
10.30 - 11.30am 

• A slower version of the beautiful game! 

• All abilities welcome 

• A great way to keep fit and socialise 

• Indoor so don’t have to worry about the 
weather 

• Opportunity to meet ex Albion players 

• Just bring a comfortable pair of trainers 


Digital Drop In 
May 2017 

Every Thursday afternoon 1pm - 3.00pm 

Vintage Cafe and Digital Drop-in 

Use our touch screen tablets or get help with your own 

equipment 

Thursday 4th, 11th, 18th May 1pm-3pm 

Information and benefits advice from Age UK Advisor Gary 
Overton 

Thursday 18th May 1pm-3pm 

Healthwatch Sandwell - information and advice on health care 
in Sandwell 

All activities and refreshments FREE! 

Wesley Community Centre, High Street, West Bromwich, B70 
8ND (next to Lloyds Bank). Access is at the rear of the building. 


For more information please call 

0121 

314 4526 

or visit www.ageuksandwell.org.uk 
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COMMERCIAL FEATURE 


Growing business is clearly a 
favourite with its customers 


Commercial feature_ 

MARKET leading Stourbridge double 
glazing business Carera Windows has 
fitted more than half a million quality 
windows and doors over the past 28 
years. 

The company based in Junction Road, 
Audnam, started out 28 years ago to serve 
the Stourbridge area but as it has grown 
it has moved on to serve neighbouring 
areas including Halesowen, Kidderminster, 
Bromsgrove and Worcester. 

The business moved to its present base 20 
years ago. Carera offer a full range of windows 
and doors and also install a full range of 
conservatories, orangeries and living spaces. 

Happy 

The company prides itself on having a depth 
of knowledge in all aspects of the products it 
offers and industry regulations. The company 
is fully conversant with all current regulations 
within the industry. A key aim is to provide a 
level of customer service that is second to 
none. 

More than 70 per cent of all Carera 
Windows’ home sales come via personal 
recommendation from happy clients, which 
number many thousands. It takes pride 
in completing every project to the highest 
standard. 

From the start, Carera is committed to offering 
only top-quality products, expert installations 
and unbeatable personal service to both private 
and commercial customers. Its experienced 
team is committed to working closely with local 




Attractive doors and windows complement the room setting 


authorities, education authorities, landlords, 
architects and contractors on its commercial 
work. Carera Windows is keen to get involved in 
any kind of commercial project from industrial 
units to office conversions, new build to 
refurbishments and renovations. 

The company’s showroom at its base is open 
Monday to Friday. 9am to 5pm and Saturday, 
10am to 4pm. It offers a wide range of products 
in various sizes and colours, manufactured 


using PVCu, aluminium, GRP and hardwood. 
Carera also installs entrance doors .sliding 
patio doors , french double doors and porches 
Carera Windows was started by owner and 
managing director Mark Crumpton in 1989, 
originally from home as a small enterprising 
double glazing company supplying the local 
area. Its housing association glazing contracts 
and commercial premises work now also takes 
the business across the country. 


Claire Stockley (Sales) and Dan Butcher (Business) 

Carera prides itself on offering honest and 
professional expert advice, installing 100 per 
cent high quality products, sensible prices and 
outstanding customer service. 

It has become a market leader in its area and 
aims to provide a friendly service without hard 
sell. 

Carera can supply and fit from a single 
window to complex orangeries and no job is to 
small or to large for it. The company controls 
every aspect of its projects. 


CONTACT US 

Company: Carera Windows 
Address: 24 Junction Road, Audnam, 
Stourbridge, DY8 4YJ 
Phone: 01384 442490 
Website: www.carerawindows.co.uk 
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including VAT 



Any Conservatory 

(Victorian / Edwardian / Garden Room) 

includes: 

© Brick Built Base / Dwarf wall e Heating Systems 
© Electrics © Tiled Flooring © Window & Door Blinds 


01384 442 


The Lugano Collection 

Introducing the next generation of windows and doors. 
These world class products meet the highest standards 
of performance, that includes all the features that todays 
homeowners want, outstanding energy effeciency, sound 
insulation, superb security, easy maintenance and long life. 

Introductory 
offer on this top 
quality premier 
product 

_ 4 WINDOWS 

wm d 


rrom 

£1850 

including VAT 


Choose the best for your windows and doors. 
Contact Carera now for more details. 


Windows. Doors. Porches. 
Orangeries. Conservatories 


/\ 

pn& 
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G Top Quality A Rated Products 
At Great Prices 

* * 

©Yale Locking Systems 
© Swish Window & Door Systems 
© No Deposit Required 
© Payment On Completion / Satisfaction 
© Full 10 Year Guarantee 
© 28 Years Trading - Same Owner 

Ring the recommended Company NOW! 


Yale 



JCARERA} 

WINDOWS 


www.carerawindows.co.uk 

Carera Showroom, 24 Junction Rd, Audman DY8 4YJ 
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Landmark 
site still in 
disrepair 

A LANDMARK former fac¬ 
tory in Tipton put up for 
sale nearly a year ago still 
stands in a state of disre¬ 
pair with vandals targeting 
the site. 

The Roman Mosaic site, 
on Bloomfield Road, has 
also been targeted by ar¬ 
sonists in recent years. 

Councillor Ian Jones, for 
Tipton Green ward, said 
that he felt it sad that noth¬ 
ing had come of the site yet. 
He said: “Nothing has come 
forward for it yet. It was a 
really nice building but no 
doubt in the end it may 
just end up being knocked 
down.” 

It was put on the mar¬ 
ket for around £575,000 
by Dudley-based chartered 
surveyors Sellers last sum¬ 
mer. The factory, which is 
recognised by its notable 
chimney also has an unique 
tile mosaic of a Black Coun¬ 
try canal scene on the cor¬ 
ner of the premises. 

Driveway 
arson probe 

POLICE have launched 
an arson probe after three 
vehicles were set alight on 
the driveway of a house in 
Tipton. 

A Vauxhall Sapphire was 
burnt out while a Corsa 
and Ford Transit van were 
also wrecked in the fires 
started deliberately shortly 
after lam Saturday. 

The flames spread to a 
garage separate from the 
semi in City Road, Tipton, 
where a couple and five 
children were spending 
the night. 


FOCUS ON TIPTON 


Proud pensioner's timely 
link to the Tipton Slasher 


A GRAND wall clock in a Black Country home 
is proudly ticking away the time since it was 
owned by one of Tipton’s favourite sons. 

Hanging proudly on the wall of Willenhall pen¬ 
sioner Dave Hodson, is one of the few remaining 
possessions of bare knuckle fighter William Perry, 
otherwise known as the Tipton Slasher. The time¬ 
piece was made in America, and it has a real story 


to tell. 

The Slasher acquired it 
following his controversial 
defeat to 6ft lOin American 
Charles Freeman on Decem¬ 
ber 20, 1842. 

It was controversial as the 
Black Country brawler was 
disqualified for hitting the 
deck without a single punch 
being landed. 

Perry, very much a show¬ 
man, entered the ring sport¬ 
ing striking headgear. 

One reporter describing it 
as “an Indian fur cap with 
a ferocious wild-cat mask as 
a visor”. 

Freeman was certainly 
taken with the headgear and 
later swapped his clock - the 
very clock now on display in 
Willenhall - for the hat. 

It took pride of place on a 
narrowboat owned by Per¬ 
ry’s family, passing from 
one relative to another. 

Eventually, it fell into the 
hands of Liza Middleton, the 
granddaugther of a woman 
who cared for Perry during 
his last days. 


By David Banner 


From Liz it went to Dave 
Hodson’s aunt, Lizzie War- 
rilow. 

Dave, aged 80, said: “I re¬ 
member, when I was young, 
the clock hanging on the 
wall at my aunt’s home. 

“Lizzie was friendly with 
some of the old boat people, 
and Liza gave her the clock 
when she died. My aunt was 
a bit of an eccentric - she 
used to ride motorbikes and 
she had an open-top Bond 
mini-car. 

“Aunt Lizzie passed away 
in 2004. Just by chance, I 
went to my sister’s house 
and the executor of Lizzie’s 
will was there. I asked him 
about the clock but he knew 
nothing about it. 

“So I arranged to meet 
him at Lizzie’s bungalow 
the next day and there the 
clock was, sitting on the 
sofa. He said it was being 
thrown away because no- 
one wanted it.” 



From left, Ian Fitzpatrick, chief executive of Elite Centre for Manufacturing Skills, 
Colin Parker, Black Country Consortium, Paul Davis, assistant director of Estates 
and Facilities, Wolverhampton University, Adrian Adams, director of special projects, 
Shaylor Group and Martin Dudley, chief executive of the Thomas Dudley Group Ltd 


Work starts 
on £12m 
skills hub 

WORK has started on a £12 
million manufacturing cen¬ 
tre in the Black Country. 

The first spade has been 
put in the ground for the 
Elite Centre for Manufac¬ 
turing Skills, based at the 
former Thomas Dudley fac¬ 
tory site in Tipton. 

The University of Wol¬ 
verhampton has appointed 
Midlands contractor Shay¬ 
lor Group to build the cen¬ 
tre. A ground-breaking 
ceremony has taken place at 
the site where the building 
works are taking place. 

The ‘foundry and pattern¬ 
making spoke’ will provide a 
purpose-built training facil¬ 
ity adjacent to the existing 
Thomas Dudley foundry in 
Dudley Port where students 
will have access to industrial 
facilities. 

The Black Country Local 
Enterprise Partnership 
(LEP) approved £8.04m 
funding for the project with 
training being delivered in 
Tipton, Dudley, West Bro¬ 
mwich and Wolverhampton. 


Low-cost 
store set 
to open 

A NEW low-cost supermar¬ 
ket is set to open in Tipton, 
creating 10 jobs. 

Heron Foods will replace 
the stock clearance shop 
KB’s Warehouse in Great 
Bridge and will open its 
doors at the end of May. 

Councillor Pete Allen, 
who represents the ward, 
said: “I’m happy that 
Heron will be coming to 
Great Bridge bringing more 
jobs to the area.” The 3,000 
sq ft shop will offer a range 
of grocery products as well 
as a cash machine. 

Mike Igoe, commercial 
director, said: “We are 
building on our great value 
reputation and improving 
our offer to customers in 
the Tipton area. We’ll be 
offering an expanded range 
of chilled, frozen and every¬ 
day groceries.” 

To mark the opening in 
June, there will be a give¬ 
away of chocolate fudge 
cake to the first 250 sweet¬ 
toothed customers. 

Bank's £4m 
for housing 

A HOUSING development 
can be completed after a 
banking giant offered to 
support the scheme. 

A total of 14 four-bed¬ 
room homes are being built 
on Sedgley Road, Tipton. 

Work began earlier this 
year and now IP Develop¬ 
ments has secured £4.6 mil¬ 
lion funding from NatWest 
to complete the project. 

The firm has also over¬ 
seen the creation of 36 two 
and three-bedroom proper¬ 
ties on York Road, Rowley 
Regis. 




Call Now 0121 520 4200 - 07756 578 028 


Kings Court Trading Estate, Sedgley Road East, Tipton DY4 8XA 


MCA 

Mobile Computer Aid/MCA 
provides the following 
services: 

s Computer/laptop repairs 
s Network and IT support 
s Virus and malware cleanup 
•••as we’re mobile 
we’ll come to you! 


_ . . or visit our site 

For more info 

CALL 0121 403 3425 www * mobilecom P uteraid * co - uk 
Follow us on Facebook 



EVENT BY BEC'S BUNG 


CHARITM 


FREE 


'mmsiw 



SUNDAY 14TH 
MAY 12-2 PM 

BROOK STREET 
COMMUNITY CENTRE 
BROOK STREET, TIPTON 
DY4 9DD 



.AUTO 

SOLUTIONS 

MOT & SERVICE CENTRE 


Full Service from £99 


m MOTS 
ft SERVICING 
□ DIAGNOSTICS 
U BRAKES 
EXHAUSTS 

O TYRES (new and part worn) 

Tel: 0121 439 9097 
Mob: 07742 192189 
autosolutionsuk@gmail.com 



7 Unity Walk 
Owen Street 
Tipton 

West Midlands 
DY4 8QL 


Funerals 
Memorials 
Floral Tributes 
Bespoke Funeral Plans 
Home Arrangements On request 


i ^ ▲ Floral Ti 

Midlands ■■ Bespoke Funera 

5QL Home Arrangements On r< 

G&Lmason Ltd 

Funeral Directors 

Established 2016 

0121 557 7550 / 0748459545 
glmfuneraldirectors@gmail.com 
24 hour Service / 7 days a week 



Beautiful 

bathrooms at 
affordable prices 



10121 439 1980 

NEVER BEAIEN MOIUW 979 J 999 529 


NEW&PARLWORN TYRES all sizes in stock 

fgjkk FREE 

jjj | I FREE 


71 High Street, Princes End, Tipton DY4 9JF 
0121 557 2370 or 07782 484950 

Contact@princesendgarage.co.uk I www.princesendgarage.co. 


• Servicing 

- MOT’s 

- Diagnostics 

♦ • Steering 

• Suspension 

• Exhaust 

• Car Spares 
& Accessories 


232 WHIT EHALL ROAD GREAT BRIDGE TIPTON DY4 7EX 

1 L'. v i&MU ' 
























































































All other courses Info Evening at Central Campus, i spon Lane, west Bromwich, B70 6 aw. 


SOCIAL EVENTS. 


Sandwell College 

West Bromwich ^ 


E METRO TRAVEL 
REE BUStravel 

ytotop-up to both) for all 16 - 1 8 fuMms students 

xmcialsupport 

- free meals 

.untanfi ri Students 


THE 

MEGA 

DEAL 


!1 


Plan-your-future Information Evenings 

Every Tuesday and Thursday, 4.30pm to 6.30pm 


rM 


Bl 


• mi « 


These sessions are ideal for those who haven’t 
decided what to do after they leave school in 
July. Parents are also very welcome. 

You can explore the college buildings and 
facilities, meet the tutors, find out about courses 
and apprenticeships and get impartial advice from 
highly-qualified advisors. 


A Levels Info Evening at Central Sixth, New street, west Bromwich, B70 7 pg. 


Oldbury Library Thursday 11 May 
10.00am - 1 pm B69 2AJ 

Uplands Manor Primary School Monday 15 May 

3.30pm - 5.15pm Adden Brooke Road, Smethwick, B67 6HT 

(at the Albion Foundation’s Go Play activity session for 6-12 yr olds) 

www.thealbionfoundation.co.uk 

Windmill Community Centre Thursday 18 May 

3.30pm - 5.15pm Messenger Road, Smethwick, B66 3DX 

(at the Albion Foundation’s Go Play activity session for 6-12 yr olds) 

Blackheath Library Friday 19 May 
2pm - 5pm B65 OEA 


No need to book, just come along! 

0800 622 006 www.sandwell.ac.uk 


Ofsted 

Good 

Provider 


Sandwell Fostering 


Or come to our next information event 
Monday 22 May at 6.30pm 
Thimblemill Library, Smethwick B67 5RJ 


Sandwell 

Metropolitan Borough Council 


www.sandwell.gov.uk/fostering 


0800 358 0899 
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ir age 

Hair, Beauty & Tanning 

MEGASUN & ERGOLINE SUNBEDS 

• All re-tubed 

• New clients 10% off sunbed only 

• Hand and feet treatments 

• Ear piercing 

• Waxing treatments 

WE OFFER SEMI PERMANENT 
MAKEUP 

• Botox by appointment 

• Massage 

• Facial treatments 

• Under new management 

• Nail Bar On-site 

MAKE-UP FOR ALL OCCASIONS 

• Weddings 

• Proms 

• Evening!day time 

• £25 fine, strip lash) 

Trial required for weddings 


Fonz 



HIGH QUALITY LEATHER & SUEDE CLOTHING 


LADIES AND MEN’S LEATHER, 
BESPOKE MADE TO MEASURE 
OR TAILORED. 




VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 
AND RELAX WHILE OUR EXPERT 
LEATHER CONSULTANTS 
PROVIDE YOU WITH A FIRST 
CLASS SERVICE. 



OVER 200 
GENTS AND 
LADIES 
STYLES TO 
CHOOSE 
FROM 


8 


62 PERCY BUSINESS PARK | OLDBURY | B69 2RO | TEL: 0121 552 1286 



D ©MEXS@iT E 


OOOfc 


^ V/- 

7 day carveryI 

* £4.49 Monday - Saturday • £6.79 Sunday 


FUNCTION ROOM FOR... 

Wedding Receptions, 

Birthday Parties, Anniversaries and Funerals 



JORDAN S SOLICITORS 

Friendly, efficient and price competitive 



Here at Jordans Solicitors 

we offer, Conveyancing both 
Residential and Commercial, 
Wills and Probate, Powers of 
Attorney & Family Law... 


If the regular office hours 9.00am to 5.00pm Monday to Friday are not very convenient for you we can offer 
Thursday evening and Saturday morning 


I Summer Hill, Halesowen B63 3BU Tel: 0121 585 3900 
35 Payne Street, Blackheath, West Midlands B65 0DH Telephone: 0121 559 2922 

www.jordans-solicitors.co.uk 























































































En/Sat/Sun 


£2.50 A PINT CARLING 


GUEST ALES 


If Ilf f I | 111 




INCLUDING Icil^Utlfrl VuJc R 
BATHAMS i§gle£Kffi§hOJS £x1| 


lOp back for every £1.00 spent 
Ask inside for more details 


Terms and conditions apply. 


Real Ale Public House cuurcn street, oiunury B69 3 ad 
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Market 

EVERY SUNDAY 

Council Car Park, 
Oldbury B69 3CE 
£5 per car £10 per van 

For more information call 
□7471 037138 


Ticket 


To Advertise 
Your Pub, Restaurant 
or Venue Here 

Please Call 
Daniel Eccles on 
01384 353 227 


Professor Cox: 
talk weird science 

T 


he world record for tickets 
sold for a science show was 
held by Professor Brian Cox. 
That was until another man 
came along and smashed it 
to smithereens. 

His name was, you guessed it, Professor Brian Cox. 

The multiple-world-record holder sold 75,000 for a 
previous tour. But his latest Professor Brian Cox Live 
shows will seem him performed to around 150,000 
people - twice as many as his previous run. 

And Brian can’t wait to get into some of the UK’s 
biggest venues - including Birmingham’s Barclaycard 
Arena tonight - to talk about science. 

He will take audiences on a dazzling journey 
through space and time, delving into ‘high science’ 
and freewheeling on the edges of the known cosmos. 
Whether an avid science reader or a total novice, 
Professor Brian Cox Live will test the limits of our 
knowledge and make highly complex ideas accessible to 
all. 

He plans to take science to a new dimension in a show 
hosted by Infinite Monkey Cage co-host Robin Ince. 

Brian’s excited about the prospect of hitting the road 
because he would be able to use massive screens to 
properly showcase the ‘beautiful’ high resolution imagery 
of various galaxies from the Hubble Space Telescope. 

He says: “The exciting thing about these, from the 
(shows) before Christmas, we’re in really big venues. 

“We have a really big screen, a ridiculous screen - it’s a 
state of the art LED display, it’s something like 30m wide 
and 15m high. 

INCREDIBLE 

“It’s huge, and what you realise is the images we’ve 
now got from the Hubble and Cassini, which has been 
in the news a lot over the last few weeks, they’re such 
incredible high-res images, when you put them on 
screens like that and fill arenas with them, they look 
spectacular. 

“I don’t think anyone ever gets a chance to do it, to 
give them the presentation they 
deserve because they are 
beautifully detailed, and that’s 
the most exciting thing.” 

Brian has presented 
numerous science 
programmes for the BBC 
and has been described by 
Sir David Attenborough as 
his natural successor. He has 
spoken about astronomy and 
physics and hopes to give people 
the enthusiasm to learn. 

He says: “They will 
know more in the sense 
that they might not 
have thought about 
the vastness of the 
universe, but one of 
the only things you 
can aim to do in a 
show is to trigger 
a desire to learn 
more, because you 
can’t even begin to 
scratch the surface 
of what we know.” 

On his present 
tour, he hopes to 
answer people’s 
questions about 
the meaning of life 
and the possibility of 
aliens with his shows. 

“That’s why I’m doing 
this tour, so I can answer 
them once and for all. I 
should add that I don’t 
know the answer to 
either of those questions 
- I’ll give my opinion.” 

Brian has been thrust 
into the spotlight and 
some have questioned 


Let's get physic-al - Professor 
Brian Cox talks science 




the way science has moved into the mainstream and 
been used as entertainment. 

However, he believes it is healthy for people to learn 
more - providing they are basing their opinions on fact. 

“One has to be careful when 
communicating uncertainty 
in science, especially in 
politicized areas such 
as climate science. The 
reason is that uncertainty is 
often misunderstood and 
occasionally misused by 
self-styled ‘on-line magazine 
editors’ or opinion formers 
‘who are always right’ - you 
know the sort. 

“But surely it isn’t a 
bad thing to challenge 
a scientific theory or 
prediction? Isn’t the 
reason for the success of 
science the fundamental 
axiom, if you like, that all 
theories or predictions 
MUST be falsifiable, 
and are NEVER to 
be assumed to be 
absolutely correct? 

And doesn’t the very 
requirement of the 
falsifiability of any theory 
or prediction demand 
that someone should try 
to falsify them? Yes, to all of the 
above. 

“BUT, there is statement that I 
believe to be correct, and can be made 
with certainty. It is this: The consensus 
scientific view is the best we can do at any 
given time, given the available data and our 
understanding of it. 

“It is not legitimate and certainly of no 
scientific value (although there may be 
political value) to attack a prediction because 
you don’t like the consequences, or you don’t 
like the sort of people who are happy with the 
prediction, or you don’t like the people who 


l/l/e have a really big 
screen, a ridiculous 
screen - like 30m 
wide and 15m high 


made the prediction, or you don’t like the sort of policy 
responses that prediction might suggest or encourage, 
or even if you simply see yourself as a challenger of 
consensus views in the name of some ideal or other. It is 
only appropriate to criticise a prediction or theory based 
on specific criticisms of the data, methodology or the 
underlying theoretical framework. It is content-less to 
criticize a scientific prediction because you don’t like it.” 

Brian was born in Oldham and now lives in London 
after writing, or co-writing, more than 950 scientific 
publications. He was an entertainer before becoming a 
TV scientist, playing the keyboards for D:Ream and Dare. 

He’s won numerous awards and in 2002 he was elected 
an International Fellow of The Explorers Club and in 2006 
he received the British Association’s Lord Kelvin Award 
for this work. 

He held a prestigious Royal Society University 
Research Fellowship from 2006 to 2013 and in 2010 
won the Institute of Physics Kelvin Prize for his work in 
communicating the appeal and excitement of physics to 
the general public. 

He was appointed OBE in the Queen’s 2010 Birthday 
Honours for services to science and in 2011, he won Best 
Presenter and Best Science/Natural History programme 
by the Royal Television Society for Wonders of the 
Universe. A year later, he was awarded an honorary 
doctorate by the Open University. 

• For more entertainment news see The Ticket in your 
Express & Star every Friday. 















John Partridge and Adrian] 

Zmed in La Cage aux Folleq 
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Glamour is such a drag 
in La Cage Aux Folles 


Theatre mogul Bill Kenwright is reviving 
glamorous drag musical La Cage Aux Folles 
and bringing it to Birmingham Hippodrome 
from Tuesday to Saturday, May 16-20, as 
part of a UK tour. 

Theatre star John Partridge will play the iconic role 
of Albin, star drag act Zaza at the infamous La Cage 
aux Folles nightclub in St Tropez. 

Partridge’s extensive theatre credits include the 
West End productions of A Chorus Line, Cats, Starlight 
Express and Chicago. He is also well known for 
playing Christian Clarke in BBC’s EastEnders. 

American actor and singer Adrian Zmed will play 
Georges, partner of Albin and owner of the nightclub. 
Zmed co-starred with William Shatner in the 70s hit TV 
show TJ Hooker and played Johnny Nogerelli in the 


movie Grease 2. This will be his first stage appearance 
in the UK although he is no stranger to Broadway. 

Written by Harvey Fierstein and Jerry Herman, and 
based on the 1973 French play of the same name by 
Jean Poiret, La Cage Aux Folles follows the story of 
Georges and Albin as their way of life is threatened 
when Georges’ son Jean-Michel announces his 
engagement to the daughter of a notorious right-wing 
politician. When a meeting of the parents forces the 
gay couple to cover up their lifestyle, will Albin be able 
to play the role of his life? This show-stopping score 
includes The Best of Times and the iconic I Am What 
I Am. La Cage Aux Folles is a multi-award winning 
musical. 

For tickets www.birminghamhippodrome.com or call 
0844 338 5000. The show also visits Wolverhampton 
Grand next month. 
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Count your lucky 
stars Dean's back 



American singer-songwriter 
Dean Friedman returns to 
the UK for an extensive 
tour - including a gig at 
Bilston’s Robin 2 venue on 
Wednesday (May 17). 

He is promoting Words & Music, 
his double CD collection featuring 
30 original songs from his last six 
studio albums. 

New Jersey-born Friedman 
first marked his entry into pop 
consciousness in 1977 with US top 
20 chart success of his infectious 
hit single, Ariel, a quirky pop song 
about a free spirited, pot-smoking, 
vegetarian Jewish girl who lived, as 
the lyric goes “...way on the other 
side of the Hudson”. 


Friedman scored again with the 
release of second album, Well, 
Well, Said the Rocking Chair’ and 
its hit single, Lucky Stars, which 
reached no3 in the UK chart. 

This duet with Denise Marsa was 
followed by radio favourite Lydia. 

Friedman’s next single, 
McDonald’s Girl was banned by 
the BBC for mentioning the fast 
food restaurant. The irrepressible 
pop song has been covered by 
a number of bands including top 
Canadian band, Barenaked Ladies. 
The song has become a viral 
YouTube video hit, and a staple 
of high school a capella groups, 
around the world, 

Friedman’s consummate 
songwriting and performing, 
have earned him a loyal 


international following, devoted 
to his sophisticated, funny and 
sometimes profound songs. 

In more recent times he formed 
an alliance with British satirical 
rock band Half Man Half Biscuit, 
who on their 1987 album Back 
Again in the DHSS included a song 
entitled The Bastard Son of Dean 
Friedman. Biscuit lyricist Nigel 
Blackman and Friedman met at 
the 2003 Edinburgh Festival Fringe 
and seven years later the American 
singer joined the band on stage at 
the Robin. 

Friedman, who lives in upstate 
New York with his wife and a very 
small dog, will be on stage at 
8.30pm for the all-seated gig, 

See www.therobin.co.uk or call 
01902 401211. 


Funny business 
to help charities 

Top comedians are on the 
way to help charities. 

On May 18 the fourth f Ak 

Hilarity Charity Gala at a \ 

Wolverhampton Grand f 1 

will raise money for I 

the city’s Central Youth 1 ' J 

Theatre. Daniel Kitson \ M 

returns to host with f 

Romesh Ranganathan, A 

Josh Widdicombe, Tim Key 
and Suzi Ruffell on the bill. 

On May 31 at Birmingham Rep, Joe Lycett 
(pictured) joins host Tiernan Douieb, Nish Kumar, 
Tez Ilyas, Allyson June Smith and Mrs Barbara 
Nice in the Stand Up For Refugees night. 


Charlotte brings her 
Pop Dungeon party 

Pick of the gigs include US rock band The Districts - 
who delivered a blistering set at 2015 Glastonbury - at 
the 02 Institute on May 20, the same night the revived 
Echobelly play the Digbeth venue’s other room. 
Charlotte Church brings her Pop Dungeon party to 
the same venue tomorrow (Friday) with other acts 
coming up there including The Cribs, The Japanese 
House, Gavin DeGraw, veteran space rockers 
Hawkwind, Natalie Imbruglia, and Leftfield. 

The unclassifiable Hackney Colliery Band play 
Birmingham Rep on Saturday and pop sensation 
Ariana Grande plays the Genting Arena on May 18. 
Singer-songwriter Billy Rowan, AKA The Undercover 
Hippy, plays Wolverhampton’s Slade Rooms on 
Saturday. Former chief Lemonhead Evan Dando is at 
the same venue on May 17. 
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THUR 11/05/17 
STARMAKERS KARAOKE 
FRI 12/05/17 
JAMES WYTHES 
SAT 13/05/17 
BOB MARLEY TRIBUTE 
SUN 14/05/17 
STARMAKERS KARAOKE 


MON 15/05/17 
BENS DISCO & KARAOKE 
TUE 16/05/17 
PREDATORS KARAOKE 
WED 17/05/17 
CHAD WHITE 
THUR 18/05/17 
STARMAKERS KARAOKE 


We also serve 

GREAT a 
STEAK & 
GRILL DEALS 
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JZ ANTIQUE COLLECTORS 

& VINTAGE FAIR 


THE 



BBQ GRILL & 
CURRY PUB 

TRY OUR 
FAMOUS INDOOR 
BBQ GRILL 
AND AMAZING 
RANGE OF CURRIES 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 


UTTOXETER RACECOURSE 

(SAT NAY STM 8BD) A518 / A38 / SIGNPOSTED A50 


SATURDAY/SUNDAY 
13TH & 14TH MAY 2017 



100 + STALLS INSIDE + 
OUTSIDE PITCHES 
10AM-4PM ADM.£1.50 
CHILDREN FREE 
PLENTY OF FREE PARKING 


A 


ANTIQUE FORUM 
01782 393660/07921659798 




152 ROEBUCK STREET 
WEST BROMWICH, B706RD 
T- 0121 553 2866 
www.thevine.co.uk 
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Eurovision Song Contest 
2017 

(BBC1,8pm) 

Graham Norton returns to the 
commentary box to cover all the 
action from tonight's Grand 
Final, broadcast live from the 
International Exhibition Centre 
in Kiev, Ukraine. The event 
begins with the traditional 
artists' parade, and an 
introduction byOleksandr 
Skichko, Volodymyr Ostapchuk 
and Timur Miroshnychenko, the 
Ukrainian TV stars serving as 
the masters of ceremonies 
tonight. The host nation, 
represented by alternative 
rock outfit O.Torvald, will join 
the 'Big Five' - France, Spain, 
Germany, Italy and the UK - in 
p rogressi ng d i rectly th ro ugh to 
the final, with the other 20 
final list spots being filled by the 
acts that made it through the 
semi-finals. 


BBCl 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 

Live. 11.30 Mary Berry’s Absolute 

Favourites. (R) 12.00 Football Focus. 

I. 00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 Bargain 

Flunt. 1.45 Live Challenge Cup Rugby 

League. Castleford Tigers v St Helens 

(Kick-off 2.30pm). 4.30 Final Score. 

5.20 Who Dares Wins. 

6.05 BBC News. 

6.15 Regional Programme. 

6.25 Pointless Celebrities. Alexander 
Armstrong and Richard Osman 
invite another selection of famous 
faces to take part in the 
unorthodox general knowledge 
quiz. As always, the challengers 
are tasked with producing the least 
likely correct answers to a series 
of questions posed to members of 
the public. This time, all the 
contestants come from the world 
of comedy, as Andi Osho teams up 
with Holly Walsh, Kevin Eldon 
joins forces with Dave Johns, 

Barry Cryer works alongside Omid 
Djalili, and Stephen Frost throws 
his lot in with Helen Atkinson- 
Wood. 

7.15 Doctor Who. The Tardis picks up a 
distress call from deep space, but 
when the Doctor, Bill and Nardole 
try to answer it, they find 
themselves trapped on board the 
space station Chasm Forge. On 
further investigation, they discover 
all but four people on board the 
facility have been murdered - but 
the dead are still walking. Now 
stranded in a future where oxygen 
is sold by the breath, and space- 
suits are valued more highly than 
their occupants, the time-travellers 
face a battle for survival against 
the darkest evil of all. Sci-fi 
adventure, starring Peter Capaldi, 
Pearl Mackie and Matt Lucas. 

8.00 Eurovision Song Contest 2017. 
Graham Norton takes to the 
commentary box to cover all the 
action from tonight's Grand Final, 
broadcast live from the 
International Exhibition Centre in 
Kiev, Ukraine. 

II. 25 BBC News; Weather.; National 

Lottery Update. 

11.45 Film: Fallen. (1998) A detective 
discovers a demon able to jump 
between unsuspecting human 
hosts is behind a series of 
murders. Supernatural thriller, 
starring Denzel Washington and 
John Goodman. 

1.45 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.50 

BBC News. 


BBC2 


6.40 Film: God’s Little Acre. (1 958) 8.25 
Talking Pictures: Hollywood Actresses. 

R) 9.10 Film: The Glass Bottom Boat. 

1966)11.00 Monty Halls’Great 
Hebridean Escape. (R) 12.00 Great 
British Menu. (R) 12.30 Great British 
Menu. (R) 1.00 Great British Menu. (R) 

1.30 Escape to the Country. (R) 2.15 
Flog It! 3.00 Trust Me, I’m A Vet. (R) 

4.00 Gardeners’ World. (R) 5.00 Live 
Women’s FA Cup Final. Birmingham City 
Ladies v Manchester City Women (Kick¬ 
off 5.15pm). 

7.30 Yorkshire Wolds Way with Paul 
Rose. The first of two 
programmes in which adventurer 
Paul Rose explores the 79 miles of 
the Yorkshire Wolds Way, one of 
Britain’s least well-known national 
walking trails. The trail starts at the 
Humber Estuary and ends at the 
North Yorkshire seaside resort of 
Filey. On the way, Paul takes in the 
views from the top of the Humber 
Bridge, learns to ride a penny 
farthing and searches out the 
spots made internationally famous 
by the artist David Hockney. 

8.00 Dad’s Army. The platoon rescues 
the verger from being carried away 
by a barrage balloon and the men 
take it off to the woods to secure it 
to a tree. Unfortunately they let go 
of the ropes too early and it floats 
off-taking Captain Mainwaring 
with it. Classic comedy first 
broadcast in 1969, starring Arthur 
Lowe, John Laurie, John Le 
Mesurierand Clive Dunn. (R) 

8.30 Film: Woman in Gold. (2015) 
Premiere. An elderly Austrian 
woman who fled the country 
during the Second World War 
returns to her home country in 
search of justice. Several art 
treasures belonging to her family 
were seized by the Nazis when she 
escaped, including a famous 
painting by Klimt, and she enlists 
the aid of an American lawyer in 
reclaiming them from the current 
government. Fact-based drama, 
starring Helen Mirren, Ryan 
Reynolds and Daniel Bruhl. 

10.10 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents highlights from the 
Premier League, including Stoke 
City v Arsenal at the Bet365 
Stadium and Manchester City v 
Leicester City at the Emirates 
Stadium. 

11. 25 Versailles; (R) Inside Versailles. 

12.25 Film: Therese Desqueyroux. 
(2012) 2.10 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.10 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.25 Sooty. 
(R) 6.35 Signed Stories: Share a Story. 
(R) 6.40 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. 

(R) 6.50 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. 

(R) 7.00 Oddbods. (R) 7.05 Marvel 
Avengers Assemble. (R) 7.30 
Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 7.55 NinjaGo: 
Masters of Spinjitzu. (R) 8.25 ITV News. 

8.30 Weekend. 9.25 The Home Game. 

(R) 10.20 Judge Rinder. (R) 11.20 
Tipping Point. (R) 12.20 ITV News; 
Weather. 12.30 Bigheads. (R) 1.30 Film: 
The Man in the Iron Mask. (1998) 
Adventure, starring Leonardo DiCaprio. 
4.00 Paul O’Grady: For the Love of Dogs. 
(R) 4.30 Catchphrase. (R) 5.15 Britain’s 
Got More Talent. (R) 

6.15 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.25 ITV News; Weather. 

6.45 Take Me Out. 

8.00 Britain’s Got Talent. Ant and Dec 

host as the fifth round of auditions 
gets underway, and more hopeful 
stars take to the stage in a bid to 
impress judges Simon Cowell, 
Alesha Dixon, Amanda Holden and 
David Walliams. So far this year, 
the panel has been entertained by 
the likes of acrobatic dancers, a 
junior magician inspired by Harry 
Potter, and a comedy dance duo 
who roped Ant and Dec into their 
routine. Simon Cowell and Alesha 
Dixon have already hit their Golden 
Buzzers to send singer Sarah 
Ikumu and young all-girl dance 
troupe Just Us through to the live 
shows, and Amanda Holden threw 
her support behind comedian 
Daliso Chaponda. David Walliams 
and Ant and Dec are yet to cast 
their votes, but have offered a few 
teasers about what to expect from 
their chosen performers. 

9.15 The Keith and Paddy Picture 
Show. Keith Lemon and Paddy 
McGuinness enlist the aid of Will 
Mellor, Robbie Williams, Sarah 
Parish, Emma Willis and Chris 
Kamara and others as they remake 
the 1984 classic Ghostbusters. 

9.45 Film: The Mask. (1994) A timid 
bank clerk finds an ancient mask 
that gives whoever wears it 
superhuman powers and 
unbridled self-confidence. Comic¬ 
book comedy, starring Jim Carrey. 

10.45 ITV News; Weather. 

11.00 Film: The Mask. (1994) 

Concluded. 

12.00 Jackpot247. 3.00 Who’s Doing the 
Dishes? (R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 


6.15 Motor Sport: Volkswagen Racing 
Cup. 6.45 Motor Sport: British Rally 
Championship. 7.10 The King of Queens. 
(R) 7.35 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 
8.00 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 
8.25 Frasier. (R) 8.55 Frasier. (R) 9.25 
The Big Bang Theory. (R) 9.55 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 10.25 The Simpsons. 
(R) 10.55 The Simpsons. (R) 11.25 The 
Simpsons. (R) 11.55 Ramsay’s Kitchen 
Nightmares USA. (R) 12.50 Come Dine 
with Me. 1.25 Come Dine with Me. 1.55 
Come Dine with Me. 2.25 Come Dine 
with Me. 2.55 A Place in the Sun: 
Summer Sun. (R) 3.55 Big House, Little 
House. 5.00 Channel 4 News. 5.30 
Formula 1: Spanish Grand Prix Qualifying 
Highlights. 

7.00 The Restoration Man. George 
Clarke returns to Harrogate, North 
Yorkshire, to catch up with 
ambitious property developers 
Mark Hinchliffe and Laura Ruston. 
Three years ago, Mark and Laura 
began the process of converting a 
Sunday school building, which 
they would then sell to raise funds 
to begin work on the church next 
door. However, as costs began to 
spiral out of control, it became 
clear a compromise might need to 
be made between practicality and 
Mark’s high standards. 

8.00 Walks with My Dog. New series. 
Famous people explore the British 
outdoors while taking their four¬ 
legged friends for a stroll, 
beginning with Robert Lindsay, 
Angela Griffin and Phil Spencer. 
Previously seen on More4. 

9.00 Film: 12 Years a Slave. (2013) A 
free black man living in pre-Civil 
War New York is abducted and 
sold into slavery. He spends the 
next 12 years struggling to survive 
and maintain his dignity in the face 
of brutal treatment, while clinging 
to a desperate hope that he can 
return to his family. Oscar-winning 
historical drama based on 
Solomon Northup’s 
autobiographical book, starring 
Chiwetel Ejiofor, Michael 
Fassbender, Benedict 
Cumberbatch and Brad Pitt. 

11.35 Film: AVP: Alien vs Predator. 
(2004) Scientists are caught up in 
a battle between two races of 
deadly extraterrestrial creatures in 
a mysterious pyramid. Sci-fi 
thriller, starring Sanaa Lathan and 
Lance Henriksen. 

1.20 Hollyoaks. (R) 3.30 Location, 
Location, Location. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake! 9.55 The Fairly 
OddParents. (R) 10.30 Access. (R) 

10.35 The Gadget Show. (R) 11.30 
Police Interceptors. (R) 12.30 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 1.30 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 2.30 FIA Formula E 
Live: Monaco. The fifth round of the 
season. 4.15 The Nightmare Neighbour 
Next Door. (R) 5.15 The Nightmare 
Neighbour Next Door. (R) 

6.10 5 News Weekend. 

6.15 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. In 
south London, a father-and-son 
team face death threats from a 
debtor’s father, while in east 
London, a tenant claims to have 
had no prior warning that he is 
being evicted. (R) 

7.05 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. 

Officers Gary and Cona chase up 
nearly £50,000 in unpaid rent, and 
Del and Max bid to collect more 
than £10,000 from a beauty salon 
for a disgruntled former employee. 
8.00 NCIS. Tony finds himself in a 
difficult position when his identity 
is stolen. Worse yet, multiple 
fraudsters make use of his status 
as a special agent to blackmail US 
senators, and as the chain of 
events begins to spiral out of 
control, it is left to the real Dinozzo 
to bring the perpetrators to justice. 
Naval crime drama, starring 
Michael Weatherly. 

9.00 NCIS. Gibbs teams up with his old 
friend Senior FBI Agent TC Fornell 
to track down two British 
prisoners who escaped to the US 
via a shipping container. 

9.55 NCIS: Los Angeles. Part two of 
two. The teams fly to Los Angeles 
from Hawaii in pursuit of Jarrod 
Taylor, who claims he is being paid 
by an immunologist. Crossover 
episode with Hawaii Five-0. 

10.50 Moors Murders: Britain’s Worst 
Crime. An insight into the crimes 
of Myra Hindley and Ian Brady, 
establishing the chronology of 
their acts and explaining why it 
took so long for the pair to be 
brought to justice. (R) 

11.45 Criminals: Caught on Camera. 
Journalist Nick Wallis joins police 
forces around the nation to 
discover how CCTV and 
technological advances are helping 
to bring criminals to justice. (R) 

12.15 SuperCasino. 3.10 Top 20 
Funniest. 4.00 Criminals: Caught on 
Camera. (R) 4.50 House Doctor. (R) 5.15 
Wildlife SOS. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 Nature’s Great Events 8.00 Masters 
of the Pacific Coast: The Tribes of The 
American Northwest 9.00 Hinterland 
10.25 Top of the Pops: 1983 11.35 The 
Kate Bush Story: Running Up That Hill 
12.35 Kate Bush at the BBC 1.35 Singer- 
Songwriters at the BBC 2.35 The Kate 
Bush Story: Running Up That Hill 3.40 
Close 
ITV2 

11.00 Britain’s Got Talent 12.15 Britain’s 
Got More Talent 1.15 Take Me Out 2.30 
Take Me Out-The Gossip 3.30 You’ve 
Been Framed! Gold 4.30 Film: The 
Smurfs (2011) 5.30 FYI Daily 5.35 Film: 
The Smurfs (2011) 6.35 Film: Mr Bean’s 
Holiday (2007) 7.35 FYI Daily 7.40 Film: 
Mr Bean’s Holiday (2007) 8.20 Scorpion 

9.15 Britain’s Got More Talent 10.20 
Celebrity Juice 11.20 Family Guy 12.45 
Film: American Pie (1999) 1.45 FYI Daily 

I. 50 Film: American Pie (1999) 2.35 The 
Hot Desk: Nick Jonas 2.45 Teleshopping 
ITV3 

12.05 Film: Carry On at Your 
Convenience (1971) 1.10 FYI Daily 1.15 
Film: Carry On at Your Convenience 
(1971) 2.00 Lewis 5.55 Rosemary & 
Thyme 7.00 Midsomer Murders 9.00 
Foyle’s War 11.00 Law & Order: UK 2.00 
ITV3 Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 
ITV4 

II. 00 The Classic Car Show 12.00 
British Touring Car Championship 
Highlights 1.30 ITV Racing Live from 
Ascot. 4.30 Film: The Cimarron Kid 
(1952) 5.30 FYI Daily 5.35 Film: The 
Cimarron Kid (1952) 6.20 Football’s 
Greatest: Johan Cruyff 6.35 Storage 
Wars 7.05 The Sweeney 8.05 Better Late 
Than Never 9.00 Film: Conan the 
Destroyer (1984) 10.00 FYI Daily 10.05 
Film: Conan the Destroyer (1984) 11.10 
Film: Universal Soldier: Day of 
Reckoning (2012) 12.10 FYI Daily 12.15 
Film: Universal Soldier: Day of 
Reckoning (2012) 1.25 Ironside 2.20 
Tommy Cooper 2.45 ITV4 Nightscreen 
E4 

12.30 The Goldbergs 3.30 Film: The Spy 
Next Door (2010) 5.30 The Big Bang 
Theory 9.00 Film: Van Helsing (2004) 

11.40 Gogglebox 1.50 Rude Tube 2.45 
Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 3.30 Black¬ 
ish 3.50 New Girl 4.35 Charmed 
Film4 

11.00 A Thousand Words (2012) 1.00 
Field of Dreams (1989) 3.05 Gulliver’s 
Travels (2010) 4.40 The Three 
Musketeers (1973) 6.50 1, Robot (2004) 
9.00 Salt (2010) 11.00 The Haunting 
(1999) 1.10 Fright Night (1985) 


Good food and entertainment 
what more could you ask for? 



Favourites include mega mixed grill and the Indian food 


Commercial feature 

The Rowley Bar & Grill has become 
famous for its massive mixed grills since 
it opened its doors just two years ago. 

The pub/restaurant, specialising in 
Indian food, aims to offer people a great 
experience with good beer and food as well 
as entertainment. 

Owner Rav Singh opened the Rowley 
Bar & Grill in Hawes Lane on May 21, 2015, 
after refurbishing the old Rowley Regis 
Conservative Club Pennant House building. 

The Rowley, which is open 12 noon to 
11pm seven days a week, also shows all 
the major sporting events on Sky and BT 
Sport television, ranging from boxing and 
darts to football and cricket on its 10 plasma 
screens. 

Favourite 

“We aim to offer our customers a great 
experience and we get a lot of repeat 
custom. People come here from as far afield 
as central Birmingham, Wolverhampton 
and Belbroughton. Word is really spreading 
about The Rowley,” said Mr Singh, who 
leads a team of more than a dozen staff, 
including three chefs. 

“Our mega mixed grill is a big favourite and 
as well as our Indian food, including curries, 
we now also offer steaks and burgers,” he 
added. 

The open plan pub/restaurant has a 
restaurant area with 120 covers and the bar 
area can accommodate 100. Customers 
have a choice of eating in either area. As 
well as an ever changing selection of four 
draught real ales it offers a selection of lager 


and cider. All beers are £2.30 a pint. 

Mr Singh, who is proud of The Rowley’s 
five-star grading for food hygiene with 
Sandwell Council, said that his policy 
was to provide high standard service in 
a clean environment and give the public 
what they want. 

Bookings can be made by phone or 
online and The Rowley Bar & Grill, which 
has a large car park, can also cater for 
private functions. 


Rowley Bar & Grill, Hawes Lane, 
Rowley Regis, B65 9AE 

Contact: 07932 634531or e-mail 
phoenixkhela@hotmail.com 

Or go to https://www.facebook. 
com/rowleybarandgrill/ 
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CHOICE 



British Academy Television 
Awards 2017 
(BBC1,8pm) 

Sue Perkins hosts the awards 
ceremony from London's Royal 
Festival Hall. The Crown, Planet 
Earth II, The Last Leg, People 
Just Do Nothing, The Real 
Marigold Hotel and Ant and 
Dec's Saturday Night Takeaway 
are among the shows in the 
running, while stars nominated 
for awards include Benedict 
Cumberbatch, Olivia Colman, 
Clare Foy, Adeel Akhtar, Steve 
Coogan, Nikki Amuka-Bird, 
Sarah Lancashire and Tom 
Hollander. 


6.00 Breakfast. 7.40 Match of the Day. 
(R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 10.00 
The Big Questions. 11.00 Regional 
Programme. 12.15 Bargain Hunt. (R) 

I. 00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 Homes 
Under the Hammer. (R) 2.15 Money for 
Nothing. (R) 3.00 Flog It! (R) 4.00 
Points of View. 4.15 Escape to the 
Country. (R) 5.15 Songs of Praise. 5.50 
Pointless Celebrities. (R) 

6.35 BBC News. 

6.50 Regional Programme. 

7.00 Countryfile. Matt Baker reports on 
a plan to preserve the Suffolk 
Broads and its wildlife with a vast 
land purchase, while Ellie Harrison 
visits a community-run farm 
where all waste is re-used. John 
Craven celebrates National Mills 
Weekend at Bardwell, Tom Heap 
investigates egg thieves who are 
endangering rare birds, and Adam 
Henson and Charlotte Smith meet 
a young farmer nominated for 
special recognition by viewers. 
8.00 British Academy Television 
Awards 2017. Sue Perkins hosts 
the awards ceremony from 
London's Royal Festival Hall. 
Shows in the running include The 
Crown, Planet Earth II, The Last 
Leg and People Just Do Nothing. 
10.00 BBC News. 

10.20 Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. Mark 

Chapman is joined by Jermaine 
Jenasto review the latest Premier 
League action, featuring 
Tottenham Hotspur v 
Manchester United at White 
Hart Lane, Crystal Palace v Hull 
City at Selhurst Park and West 
Ham United v Liverpool at the 
Olympic Stadium. Plus, a look 
back at the rest of the weekend's 
fixtures. 

II. 45MurderinSuccessville. Dl Sleet 

and sidekick Reggie Yates go on a 
stag night that turns deadly when 
undercover detective Noel 
Edmonds is found dead in a 
compromising position. 

12.15 Film: Forget Me Not. (2011) A 
musician comes to the aid of a barmaid 
being accosted by a drunk. Together they 
go on a journey around London and 
begin to fall in love, but as the night 
draws to a close, a secret threatens to 
bring their fledgling relationship to an 
end before it has begun. Romantic 
drama, with Tobias Menzies and 
Genevieve O’Reilly. 1.45 Weather for the 
Week Ahead. 1.50 BBC News. 


6.30 The Instant Gardener. (R) 7.15 
Gardeners’ World. (R) 8.15 The 
Beechgrove Garden. 8.45 Countryfile. 

(R) 9.45 Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. 
11.15 Great British Menu. (R) 11.45 
Great British Menu. (R) 12.15 M0TD2 
Extra. 1.00 Triathlon World Series: 
Yokohama Highlights. 2.30 Live 
Challenge Cup Rugby League. 

Warrington Wolves v Widnes Vikings 
(Kick-off 3.00pm). 5.00 Athletics: 
Diamond League Shanghai Highlights. 
6.00 Inside the Factory: How Our 

Favourite Foods Are Made. Gregg 
Wallace and Cherry Healey find out 
about the production of three 
household staples, beginning with 
bread. Gregg visits one of Britain’s 
largest bakeries, which makes up 
to one and a half millions loaves 
each week, where he sees a 
machine that can bag a loaf in mid¬ 
air. Cherry is at a mill to discover 
the secret of making the perfect 
flour and historian Ruth Goodman 
shows the hidden killers that used 
to lurk within bread. (R) 

7.00 Amazing Hotels: Life Beyond the 
Lobby. Giles Coren and Monica 
Galetti join the staff working in 
some of the most unusual hotels 
around the world, learning the 
tricks of the trade. (R) 

8.00 Mexico: Earth’s Festival of Life. 
Exploring the forests of the 
Yucatan Peninsula, which contain 
the ruins of the Mayan civilisation 
and a wide range of wildlife, 
including jaguars, monkeys and 
tropical birds. The region also 
holds a secret that is the key to 
how Mexico’s people and animals 
are able to survive during the 
country’s dry season. 

9.00 Dara and Ed’s Road to Mandalay. 
Dara O Briain and Ed Byrne reach 
Thailand, where they find out 
about locals’ reaction to the tourist 
explosion in Bangkok, visit an 
elephant sanctuary and enjoy a 
massage. 

10.00 Film: Half of a Yellow Sun. (2013) 
Two sisters pursue separate lives 
in newly-liberated Nigeria, only to 
get caught up in the civil war. 
Drama, starring Thandie Newton, 
Anika Noni Rose and Chiwetel 
Ejiofor. 

11.45 Film: Memento. (2000) 
Christopher Nolan’s thriller, 
with Guy Pearce and Carrie-Anne 
Moss. 

1.45 Sign Zone: Question Time. (R) 2.45 
Holby City. (R) 3.45 This Is BBC Two. 


6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.10 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.25 Sooty. 
(R) 6.35 Signed Stories: Share a Story. 
(R) 6.40 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. 

(R) 7.00 Oddbods. (R) 7.05 Marvel 
Avengers Assemble. (R) 7.30 
Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 7.55 NinjaGo: 
Masters of Spinjitzu. (R) 8.25 ITV News. 

8.30 Weekend. 9.25 Countrywise. (R) 

10.00 Peston on Sunday. 11.00 Judge 
Rinder. (R) 11.55 ITV News; Weather. 
12.10 Tipping Point. (R) 1.10 Who’s 
Doing the Dishes? (R) 2.05 The Chase. 
(R) 3.05 Britain’s Got Talent. (R) 4.20 
Film: Live and Let Die. (1973) James 
Bond spy adventure, starring Roger 
Moore. 

6.35 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.45 ITV News; Weather. 

7.00 Bigheads. Jason Manford hosts 
the comedy game show in which 
contestants compete in a series of 
bizarre physical challenges while 
wearing giant model heads of 
Simon Cowell, Vladimir Putin, 
Prince Charles and Camilla, 
Duchess of Cornwall. They must 
dodge past giant bouncers to get 
into a nightclub, fight over 
microphones to record a single, 
and get away before the paparazzi 
see them. With commentary from 
Jenny Powell and Kriss Akabusi. 
8.00 The Durrells. Larry moves back 
into the family’s villa having come 
down with mumps, which Louisa 
hopes will give Aunt Hermione an 
incentive to cancel her planned 
visit. Her hopes prove in vain when 
her overbearing relative turns up, 
accompanied by medium Mrs 
Haddock (Una Stubbs), who 
claims to be able to contact 
Louisa’s husband. She tells Louisa 
that he is terribly unhappy about 
her numerous male admirers, 
fuelling her doubts over her 
relationship with Hugh, and 
proposes a seance on a stormy 
night to set his troubled spirit at 
rest. 

9.00 Grantchester. A factory worker 
dies in what appears to be a 
drunken accident, but Geordie 
suspects foul play. However, 
secret forces are determined to 
shut down his investigation. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.20 Peston on Sunday. (R) 

11.20 Lethal Weapon. (R) 

12.10 Jackpot247. 3.00 Motorsport UK. 

3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 5.05 The Jeremy 
Kyle Show. (R) 


CHANNEL 4 


6.15 The King of Queens. (R) 6.40 The 
King of Queens. (R) 7.05 The King of 
Queens. (R) 7.30 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 7.55 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.25 Frasier. (R) 8.55 
Frasier. (R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 12.30 
Eat the Week. 1.30 Film: Dr Dolittle. 
(1998) Comedy, starring Eddie Murphy. 

3.10 Location, Location, Location. (R) 

4.15 A Place in the Sun: Winter Sun. (R) 

5.15 Escape to Costa Rica. 

6.15 Channel 4 News. 

6.45 Formula 1: Spanish Grand Prix 
Highlights. Steve Jones presents 
action from the fifth round of the 
season at the Circuit de Catalunya 
in Barcelona, where Max 
Verstappen was the surprise 
winner last season. That was the 
first FI win for the Dutchman, who 
became the youngest driver to 
ever win a Formula One Grand Prix 
at just 18 years and 228 days, 
replacing the record previously set 
by Sebastian Vettel. 

9.00 The Island with Bear Grylls. The 

castaways enter their final days on 
the island, and Karen’s health is 
deteriorating dangerously, as she 
suffers low blood sugar and 
diarrhoea. Ben and Jager try to 
catch some fish or hunt an elusive 
turkey, while Aran and Jacqui 
stumble across a caiman crocodile 
-which while dangerous, may 
also be an urgently needed source 
of food. 

lO.OOSurviving The Island with Bear 
Grylls. The castaways look back 
on the past five weeks on the 
island, and Bear reveals which of 
the two groups did the best job of 
surviving. Last in the series. 

11.00 Film: Prisoners. (2013) The 

distraught father of a missing child 
kidnaps a man he believes is 
responsible for her disappearance. 
Thriller, starring Hugh Jackman. 

1.50 Millionaires’ Mansions: Designing 
Britain’s Most Exclusive Homes. Luxury 
design, including a custom-fitted bed 
company, a man who creates unique 
fragrances for clients’ homes and Sol 
Campbell’s wife Fiona, a leading light in 
the furniture world. (R) 2.45 Location, 
Location, Location. Kirstie Allsopp and 
Phil Spencer help couples in 
Hertfordshire and north London. (R) 

3.40 Building the Dream. A couple build 
a home in the style of a Georgian rectory. 

4.35 KOTV Boxing Weekly. Katie Taylor v 
Milena Koleva. 5.05 Gillette World Sport. 
With Kim Jung-Hwan, Johnny Durand 
and Antoine Griezmann. 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake!: Milkshake! Monkey. 
6.05 Mr Men. (R) 6.15 Peppa Pig.(R) 

6.20 Peppa Pig. (R) 6.25 Wissper. (R) 

6.35 Paw Patrol. (R) 6.45 Bob the 
Builder. (R) 7.00 Fireman Sam. (R) 7.10 
Oily the Little White Van. (R) 7.15 Oily 
the Little White Van. (R) 7.20 Paw Patrol. 
(R) 7.35 Blaze and the Monster 
Machines. (R) 7.55 Noddy: Toyland 
Detective. (R) 8.15 Wissper. (R) 8.25 
Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 8.40 
Shimmer and Shine. (R) 9.05 Little 
Princess. (R) 9.20 Peppa Pig. (R) 9.25 
Peppa Pig. (R) 9.30 Peppa Pig. (R) 9.40 
Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 9.55 
The Fairly OddParents. (R) 10.30 
Access. (R) 10.40 Criminals: Caught on 
Camera. (R) 11.10 Film: Michael. (1996) 
Fantasy comedy, starring John Travolta. 

1.10 On Benefits: Breadline Brits. (R) 

2.10 On Benefits: The Compensation 
King. (R) 3.10 On Benefits: Famous & 
Claiming. (R) 4.10 On Benefits: Spend it 
Like Beckham. (R) 5.10 Britain’s Best 
Loved Double Acts. (R) 

8.00 Toddlers Make You Laugh Out 
Loud. Compilation of internet 
videos featuring children doing 
bizarre and humorous things. 
Youngsters featured include sassy 
six-year-old Johanna, whose 
extraordinary performance of 
Aretha Franklin’s Respect at her 
school recital in 2015 has been 
viewed more than 50 million 
times. Plus, three-year-old April, 
who blames a nail-polish disaster 
on her doll. Narrated by lain Lee. 
(R) 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 When Game Shows Go Horribly 
Wrong. Dale Winton narrates a 
compilation of disastrous game 
show moments. Featuring 
contestants on The Million Pound 
Drop failing to pay attention to a 
question with a fortune at stake, 
the least successful player to 
appear on The Chase, the woman 
who broke her leg on The Krypton 
Factor and still finished third and 
the Princess Diana-themed 
episode of Channel 5 quiz show 
100 %. 

12.05 The Best of Bad TV: When Comedy 
Shows Go Wrong. More misjudged 
small-screen comedy, including the 1990 
sitcom Heil Honey, I’m Home. (R) 1.00 
SuperCasino. Live interactive gaming. 

3.10 Top 20 Funniest. A man’s new TV 
slips out of his hands. (R) 4.00 Streets of 
Rage: Caught on Camera. (R) 4.50 
House Doctor. (R) 5.15 Wildlife SOS. (R) 

5.40 Angels of Jarm. (R) 5.50 Roary the 
Racing Car. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 The Birth of British Music 8.00 The 
Secret Life of the Motorway 9.00 OJ: 
Made in America 10.30 Storyville: Circus 
Elephant Rampage 11.25 Timeshift: How 
Britain Won the Space Race - The Story 
of Bernard Lovell and Jodrell Bank 12.25 
Horizon: The Creative Brain - How Insight 
Works 1.25 Nature’s Great Events 2.25 
Michael Palin’s Quest for Artemisia 3.25 
Close 
ITV2 

12.35 Film: The Smurfs (2011) 1.35 FYI 
Daily 1.40 Film: The Smurfs (2011) 2.40 
Film: A Cinderella Story (2004) 3.40 FYI 
Daily 3.45 Film: A Cinderella Story 
(2004) 4.35 Britain’s Got Talent 5.50 
Britain’s Got More Talent 6.50 Film: Step 
Up (2006) 7.50 FYI Daily 7.55 Film: Step 
Up (2006) 9.00 Take Me Out-The 
Gossip 10.00 Family Guy 11.30 
American Dad! 12.25 The Cleveland 
Show 1.20 The Vampire Diaries 2.10 The 
Hot Desk: Zara Larsson 2.20 
Teleshopping 5.50 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

12.05 Film: Columbo: Double Shock 
(1973) 1.40 A Touch of Frost 3.55 Foyle’s 
War 5.55 Midsomer Murders 8.00 Royal 
Stories 9.00 The Queen’s Garden 10.00 
Law & Order: UK 12.05 Wire in the Blood 

2.10 Agatha Christie’s Marple 3.50 May 
the Best House Win 5.30 ITV3 Nightscreen 
ITV4 

1.40 Film: The Horse Soldiers (1959) 

2.40 FYI Daily 2.45 Film: The Horse 
Soldiers (1959) 4.05 Film: Apache 
(1954) 5.10 FYI Daily 5.15 Film: Apache 
(1954) 5.55 River Monsters 7.00 Fishing 
Impossible 8.00 The Chase: Celebrity 
Special 9.00 Car Crash Global 10.05 
Film: Assault on Precinct 13 (2005) 

11.10 FYI Daily 11.15 Film: Assault on 
Precinct 13 (2005) 12.20 River Monsters 
2.20 Tommy Cooper 2.45 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 

E4 

1.30 Baby Daddy 2.00 Kevin Can Wait 

2.30 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 3.00 New Girl 

3.30 Film: Thunderbirds (2004) 5.20 
Rude(ish) Tube Shorts 5.35 The Big Bang 
Theory 9.00 Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 
10.00 Tattoo Fixers 12.05 Rude Tube 

1.05 E4’s Tattoo Artist of the Year: The 
Finale 2.10 Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 
Film4 

1.00 Spy Kids 4: All the Time in the World 
(2011) 2.45 Carry On Teacher (1959) 

4.30 St Trinian’s 2: The Legend of 
Fritton’s Gold (2009) 6.35 Star Trek 
(2009) 9.00 Unknown (2011) 11.15 
Shutter Island (2010) 1.55 Eyes Without 
a Face (1960)3.50 Close 




THE ROWLEY 



I I 


f" 

HAPPY 
HOUR- 
lpm to 6pm 
Monday to 
Friday 

[Lagers, Ciders 
and Selected 
Top Shelf 


Yi 

i-i 


& GRILL 


Steaks Mixed Grills Curries 




07932634531 

47 HAWES LANE, B65 9AF., ROWLEY REGIS 
www.therowley.co.uk 
FACEBOOK.COM/ROWLEYBARANDGRILL THEROWLEYBAR 



bibs. 

We take 

i i 

bookings 

for private 
Ji 

parties 
from 2|to 50 
! people 


*4 


■4 ft Inti* > i I. 



Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, May 11,2017 



















































Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, May 11,2017 


FILM CHOICES 


MONDAY 

Rise of the Krays, Channel 5,10pm 

Biopic of the gangster brothers, exploring their 
formative years. Twins Ronnie and Reggie begin their 
criminal career as 18-year-old amateur boxers, and 
rapidly rise to become the most feared gang leaders 
in the London underworld, their brutal excesses 
observed by a close friend. Starring Kevin Leslie, 
Simon Cotton and Nicola Stapleton. (2015) 

TUESDAY 

Hannibal, Channel 5,11.05pm 

Fugitive serial killer Dr Hannibal Lecter has gone into 
hiding as an academic in Italy, but a disfigured victim 
is determined to find him and inflict a gruesome 
revenge. FBI agent Clarice Starling is once again 
drawn into the doctor’s deadly orbit as she finds 
herself being used as bait for the avenger’s trap. 
Ridley Scott’s thriller sequel, starring Anthony 
Hopkins, Julianne Moore, Gary Oldman and Ray 
Liotta. (2001) 





Hannibal, Tuesday, Channel 5, 11.05pm 


WEDNESDAY 

The Debt, Channel 4,1.25am 

Three Mossad agents are declared heroes in 1965 for 
apparently killing a notorious Nazi war criminal. Nearly 
30 years later, they receive shocking news, as the 
secrets that were buried during the assignment come 
back to haunt them. Thriller, starring Helen Mirren. 

Tom Wilkinson, Ciaran Hinds, Jessica Chastain, 
Marton Csokas and Sam Worthington. (2010) 

THURSDAY 

Social Nightmare, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A talented student-to-be is targeted by a hacker who 
begins posting inappropriate content on her social 
network accounts. Mystery thriller, starring Kirsten 
Prout. Edited for daytime broadcast. (2013) 

FRIDAY 

The Mystery Cruise, Channel 5,3.15pm 

During a three-day murder-mystery game on board a 
cruise ship to promote the release of her bestselling 
mother’s latest novel, a private investigator and her 
best friend suspect that a real killer may be on the 
loose. Thriller, starring Gail O’Grady, Michelle Harrison 
and Venus Terzo. (2013) 


Walking into a nightmare that 
looks like it will never end 


I n 2010, the BBC drama Five 
Daughters won praise for its 
sensitive look at the victims of 
the Ipswich serial murders and the 
impact the crimes had on their 
families. 

Now the producers and director 
are reuniting for Three Girls, a three- 
part series which is broadcast over 
consecutive nights and draws on 
the true stories of the victims of 
sexual abuse in Rochdale. 

The case shocked Britain and led 
to nine men being convicted and 
sentenced, but the drama focuses 
on the children who were groomed 
during the period 2008 to 2012. 

Writer Nicola Taylor, whose 
previous credits include the one-off 
Sheridan Smith drama The C Word, 
believes that despite the publicity 
the case received, the girls’ stories 
were not always heard. She says: 
“Whatever I thought I knew about 
what had happened in Rochdale, I 
knew nothing until I met the girls 
and their families. 

“Listening to them was the 
beginning of understanding - not 


just of the terrible suffering they 
experienced, but of the courage it 
took to persist and persist over 
years, in telling authorities who 
didn’t want to know, and ultimately 
participate in the court proceedings 
that brought justice.” 

The series has been made with 
the full cooperation of the victims 
and their families, and director 
Philippa Lowthorpe pays tribute to 
their bravery. She says: “It’s both a 
privilege and a responsibility to be 
allowed to tell this powerful, true 
story. I have huge respect for the 
girls and their families for sharing 
their experiences with us. It’s 
through their courage in speaking 
out that we can try to understand 
the devastating effects of grooming. 

“During the research, not only 
was it incredibly moving hearing the 
stories of the girls and their families, 
but also the experiences of those 
who fought to protect the girls and 
bring the perpetrators to justice.” 

In Three Girls, Maxine Peake and 
Lesley Sharp will play two women 
who were instrumental in getting the 
girls’ voices heard. The impressive 


supporting cast also includes Paul 
Kaye, Lisa Riley and Jill Halfpenny as 
parents of the girls, alongside Ace 
Bhatti as Nazir Afzal, former Chief 
Crown Prosecutor for the North West. 
The real Afzal believes it’s a story that 
needs to be told, saying: “The 
Rochdale case was both ground¬ 
breaking and heart-breaking. 

“It forced every agency to look at 
their ways of working afresh and the 
creation of the first guidance for 
prosecutors, police, and local 
authorities. The case caused 
seismic and long-overdue change 
in the way trials involving vulnerable 
victims were dealt with. At last, 
victims had a voice.” 

However, that still seems a long 
way off in the first episode, which 
introduces us to Holly (Molly 
Windsor), who is new to Rochdale 
and trying to fit in. Instead, she finds 
herself drawn into a world she can’t 
escape, despite her pleas for help. 

But her story sounds all too 
familiar to sexual health worker Sara 
(Peake), who has been recording 
and reporting similar stories of child 
abuse for years. 



Maxine Peake stars in Three Girls, Tuesday, BBC1,9pm 



MONDAY 

Ivanka Trump: America’s Real First Lady? 
Channel 4,9pm 

Donald Trump’s presidency has so far been 
dramatic, unpredictable and mired in controversy. 
But amid the mayhem, there is one woman who 
appears to hold more influence over him than his 
wife Melania or his special advisors - his 35-year- 
old daughter Ivanka. Matt Frei travels to the United 
States to find out more about the model-turned- 
businesswoman, exploring where she fits into her 
father’s administration, how she aligns her women’s 
rights campaigns with the President’s more 
controversial views, and whether she dreams of 
sitting in the Oval Office herself one day. 

TUESDAY 
First Dates 
Channel 4,10pm 

The latest episode of the often touching series 
introduces us to violinist Maggie, who’s 63 and has 
played in orchestras all around the world. She’s 
looking for a man who shares her passion for the 
finer things in life, but can retired police officer and 
recent divorcee Alistair meet her exacting 
standards? Meanwhile, IT consultant Patrick is 
about to go on his first date in seven years with 
29-year-old marketing student Angharad. They’re 


both self-proclaimed misfits, but will they find they 
fit together? We also meet 19-year-old bricklayer 
Molly, who works with men all day long but has yet 
to find her perfect man. Warehouse worker Hussein 
is usually confident with the ladies, but dealing with 
someone who considers herself one of the lads 
could catch him off guard. 

WEDNESDAY 
Trust Me, I’m A Vet 
BBC2, 8pm 

In the final episode, Judy Puddifoot 
investigates the warning signs dogs 
give out before becoming aggressive, 
and Steve Leonard looks into the 
latest research that suggests 
feeding your cat only fish-based 
pet foods over the long term could 
lead to health problems. 

Elsewhere, Alice Rhodes 
discovers that one in five cats 
in the UK lives in a state of 
long-term anxiety because they 
share a house with another cat, 
and she runs a series of unique 
experiments to test different 
stress-reducing methods. Last | 

in the series. 



Kat and Alfie: Redwater, Thursday, BBC1,8pm 


BEST OF THE REST 


Campion) and starts to suspect that he could be 
her long-lost child. 

FRIDAY 

River Monsters 
ITV, 8pm 

New series. Extreme angler Jeremy Wade turns his 
attention from freshwater mysteries to the world’s 
oceans, going in search of the real creature behind 
the enduring sea serpent legend. Starting in his 
own backyard, Jeremy fishes in the English 
Channel on the trail of a violent attack. His 
investigation leads him to Thailand where the 
mythology of the sea serpent reveals a vital clue. 

Count Arthur Strong 
BBC1,8.30pm 

Thanks to shows like The X Factor, The Voice and 
Britain’s Got Talent, it’s more likely for performers to 
become famous overnight rather than working their 
way to the top. However, as with many journeys in 
life, sometimes taking the longer route can be much 
more satisfying. Comedian Steve Delaney is now in 
his early 60s, and in the last decade or so he has 
finally found a fanbase and acclaim thanks to this 
award-winning sitcom. Tonight the new series begins 
as the eternally optimistic ex-variety star is enlisted to 
rid a haunted house of its demonic occupants. 


THURSDAY 

Kat and Alfie: Redwater 
BBC1,8pm 

EastEnders fans will remember that during Kat 
Moon’s (nee Slater) last visit to Walford, she made 
a discovery that was shocking even by soap 

k standards. It turned out that when 
I she gave birth to her daughter Zoe 
as a teenager, she passed out 
and didn’t realise that she also 
' delivered a baby boy, who was 
given up for adoption without her 
knowledge. Now this six- 
part spin-off follows Kat 
(Jessie Wallace) and 
Alfie (Shane Richie) 
as they search for 
her son, a hunt that 
takes them to the 
Irish town of 
Redwater. Alfie tries 
to make Kat promise 
that she will keep a 
low-profile, but that 
» / has never been his 
^ wife’s style, especially 

: when she mee ts 

Andrew (Peter 



MANY MORE DESTINATIONS AND DATES ■ CONSULT BROCHURE 

* New Mercedes coaches • Free local coach stops • Door to Door collection service 


DATE 

20/5 

DAYS 

5 

Great Yarmouth 

DATE 

14/7 

DAYS 

5 

Falmouth 

22/5 

5 

Cornwall (Looe)(more dates) 

19/7 

5 

Llandudno (more dates) 

22/5 

6 

Highland Railways 

23/7 

7 

Scotland Fort William 

29/5 

5 

Ilfracombe 

31/7 

5 

North Devon Bideford 

5/6 

4 

Tenby (more dates) 

31/7 

5 

Isle of Scilly 

5/6 

5 

Bournemouth (more dates) 

4/8 

4 

Looe 

5/6 

5 

Warners Thornsby Hall 

11/8 

3 

Liverpool and Merseyside 

12/6 

5 

Eastbourne (more dates) 

26/8 

6 

Ireland The Giants Causeway 

12/6 

5 

Isle of Wight (more dates) 

3/9 

5 

Suffolk Village 

16/6 

4 

Paignton/Torquay (more dates) 

25/9 

5 

Criccieth 

22/6 

5 

Sidmouth (more dates) 

29/9 

5 

Isle of Man 

26/6 

5 

Babbacombe 

10/10 

8 

Channel Islands 

26/6 

5 

Weston Super Mare (more dates) 

2/12 

2 

Bath Christmas Market 

01/7 

8 

Weymouth (more dates) 

9/12 

3 

Thursford Spectacular 

3/7 

5 

Scarborough 

MORE WARNER HOLIDAYS AVAILABLE 

9/7 

6 

Durham and Northumbria 

THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 


USE YOUR LOFT! 



Access your loft safely and 
easily with Bison loft stairs. 

A “gas” strut mechanism 
requiring just fingertip control 
makes opening and closing your 
loft stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured by us 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 4 year parts 

& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 
(including making the 
opening larger) 

: Now available in white 
10 painting required* 

: Now complete with 
‘comfort” feet to protect 
carpets and wooden floors. 


: Long Safety Side Handles* 


We also fit loft flooring, lighting 
and roof windows. 

All major credit cards accepted 


Book early for your Christmas and New Year Breaks ic 


Request a brochure online www.bowensholidays.com or call 0121 559 1237 
Bowens Holidays, 14 Peckingham Street, Halesowen, West Midlands B63 3AN 
Office hours Monday to Saturday 9am to 5pm 


theloftJ^stairs company 

The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 60, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 389 1281 
or mobile friendly 01743 761499 




Doors & Windows Ltd 
Tel: 01902 842706 / 07759 536818 
www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
ALL AREAS COVERED 
'Entail: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 



DOORS 

hh m 

COMPOSITE DOORS 

■ ■ 

1 

ADVERTISING 


0 



Unglazed/Glazed from £349.00 fully fitted. New improved 
10 point locking system fully reinforced. Many more designs available. 


CONSERVATORY 

3 MTR x 3 MTR 

From £4500 


Bi-Fold 
Doors 
From £999 


French 
Patio Doors 
From £649 


CHRONICLE 


GET A REAL 


RESPONSE BY 


To promote your 
business in the 
Sandwell Chronicle 
call Neil on 
01902 31 95 34 


Window and Door Repairs 

Specialists in: Misty and broken glass units 
Leaks, seals and drafts 

Handles, hinges and locks - repaired or replaced • insurance work - NO problem 
Rectification of badly fitted installations 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 



Over 25 years experience — COMPETITIVE PRICES!!! 

For Free advice and quote call Mark Guest on 

01384 456490 or 07976 227034 















































Ticket 


25 


BRAIN GYM ^ 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



z 

2 

u 

3 

V 

4 

w 

5 

o 

6 

N 

7 

P 

8 

s 

9 

A 

10 

C 

11 

F 

12 

X 

13 

G 

M 

15 

D 

16 

T 

17 

R 

18 

Q 

19 

B 

20 

Y 

21 

K 

22 

E 

23 

24 

L 

25 

H 

26 
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1 

14 

2 

15 

3 

16 

4 

17 

5 

18 

6 

19 

7 

20 

8 

21 

9 

22 

R 

10 

23 

11 

24 

E 

12 

25 

13 

26 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or 
fit the same grid. 

Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

3. Make a speech about 
where people live? (9) 

8 . The destination of this 
trip is an ancient city 

(4) 

9 . The inference is that it 
is to be taken away (9) 

10 . Set of games that can 
be stretched (6) 

11 . The length of the beat? 

(5) 

14. Showing slackness, 
mislay a ring inside (5) 

15. Always having some of 
the very best (4) 

16. The correct side? (5) 

18. They have a habit 

of community 
membership (4) 

20 . Draws lines for players 
to keep within (5) 

21 . But bad -do” earlier 
causes uncertain 
opinion (5) 

24 . This bird is about right 
in the morning (6) 

25 . Didn’t pay up - a 
shortcoming indeed (9) 

26 . It’s hard work 
producing tip-top 
lubrication (4) 

27 . To go back to her 
would be sensible but 
for this (9) 


cryptic clues - both 


Down 

1. Sensational beginning 
includes learner (9) 

2 . Mute discovered how to 
astonish (9) 

4 . Sounds like an 
expensive animal (4) 

5. The way for 8 out East 
(5) 

6. Write crucial piece 
having taken seat with 
anger (6) 

7 . Cupid got up irritable 

(4) 

9. Put off being freed, in a 
way (5) 

11. Could be a show of 
strength (5) 

12. Development: coup 
d’etat ousts right (9) 

13. By and by bearing 
gifts? (9) 

17. Rated surface of tyre 

(5) 

19. Thus given ornamental 
fabric to comfort (6) 

22 . Feel depressed 
underneath (5) 

23 . Abandoned one side 
(4) 

24 . What a muddle where 
the troops eat! (4) 



Quick Clues: 

Across Down 


3. Watcher (9) 

8. Standard (4) 

9. Equipped (9) 

10. Unimpaired (6) 

11. Punitive (5) 

14. Recess (5) 

15. Cripple (4) 

16. Hinder (5) 

18 God of Thunder (4) 

20. Keen (5) 

21. Get to (5) 

24. Pour from one vessel to 
another (6) 

25. Two-sided (9) 

26. Stigma (4) 

27. Mildness (9) 


1. Affront (9) 

2. Guardian (9) 

4. Covenant (4) 

5. Shut (5) 

6. Starry (6) 

7. Finished (4) 

9. Stood in (5) 

11. Repair (5) 

12. Ludicrous (9) 

13. Land (9) 

17. Drive back (5) 
19. Stay (6) 

22. Purify (5) 

23. Poster (4) 

24. Platform (4) 


Sudoku 
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LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 

5 | 7 | 8|3 | 2 | 9 | 1 6l~4 

^ 

631 745892 

41 9286753 

362157489 

it it ~ 3 ~ ~ 2 ~ it ^ 

745638921 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Rare; 3 Threaded; 

8 Veto; 9 Sing-sing; 11 Serve at table; 

13 Oyster; 14 Tickle; 17 Estate agents; 

20 Aptitude; 21 Aria; 22 Departed; 23 Edge. 
Down: 1 Revision; 2 Returns; 4 Hoists; 

5 Engravings; 6 Drill; 7 Digs; 10 Benefactor; 

12 Seascape; 15 Kindred; 16 Needle; 18 Sit up; 
19 Band. 

QUICK - Across: 1 Slim; 3 Cauldron; 

8 Axle; 9 Probable; 11 Overpowering; 13 Resist; 

14 Stable; 17 Demonstrated; 20 Isolated; 

21 Zero; 22 Prevents; 23 Snug. Down: 1 
Seaboard; 2 Illness; 4 Arrows; 5 Laboratory; 

6 Robin; 7 Need; 10 Episcopate; 12 Headlong; 

15 Between; 16 Assent; 18 Evoke; 19 Limp. 


Fill in the grid 
above so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


r 


Quiz 


1. What is neutralised by degaussing? 

2. Which mime artist created the clown- 
harlequin Bip? 

3. On which island is Les Hanois Lighthouse? 

4. What is the common name for Marburg 
disease? 

5. What do we call a fibrous skeleton of the 
fruit of Luff a cylindrica? 


6. Which religious group was established by 
Mary Baker Eddy in 1879? 

7. In which country was the Rosetta Stone 
discovered in 1799? 

8. Who is singer Tara Newley’s mother? 

9. What is petrol called in America? 

10. Who wrote the tragedy Medea? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 General Tom Thumb; 2 Hinduism; 
3 Brighton; 4 Lionel Bart; 5 Starfish; 

6 Tripoli; 7 A rodent; 8 Two; 9 Ann Miller; 
10 Cambridgeshire. 

Niner: DEFLATION 


Niner 


"A 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


739163 gives a bird, 

9446789 gives a second bird, 

215587 gives a young bird. 





CREATING BRIGHTER 
FUTURES 



Become a Foster Carer with 
St Christopher’s 


Caring for children and young people since 1870 



Do you always see the best in young people? 
So do we - we call it seeing their inner 
diamond 


A person’s diamond represents their individual 
talents, skills and value. Everybody has one, but 
sometimes it might need a bit of polish to shine. 


That’s where foster carers step in. With the right 
person taking care of them, young people can 
thrive and reach their full potential. They start to 
believe in themselves and recognise their worth. 


We’re a charity that has developed our way of 
working with young people since 1870, and we 
pass this knowledge onto all of our foster carers 
through our comprehensive training. 


Choose an agency with experience and 
expertise. Chat with St Christopher’s today. 


0800 234 6282 

www.stchris.org.uk/fostering 

fostering@stchris.org.uk 


SiTQMf CLUTCHES LTD & 
SERVICE CENSURE 

AS FROM 22ND MAY WE 
WILL BE MOVING TO VOLKES . 

★ Alims 8.3A <srfat RRinnp W 


AUTOS, 63A GREAT BRIDGE 
STREET, B70 0DA. * 

★ CLUTCHES ★ GEAR BOXES ★ SERVICING 

★ NOW STOCKING PARTS & ACCESSORIES 

★ MOTS ★ RECOVERY ★ EXHAUSTS 
★ BODYWORK ★ TYRES ★ DIAGNOSTICS 
ALL MECHANICAL WORK UNDERTAKEN 


12 New Swan Lane, Black Lake, West Bromwich B70 0PG 
Tel: 0121 553 5914 


^ Collyer& McBride 


We are an Independent family owned and run 
business who has proudly been serving families 
and the local community for over 100 years. 

2 Hollyhedge House, Hollyhedge Road, 
West Bromwich, B71 3AA 
(100 yards from Sandwell Hospital) 

0121 588 5377 
Branches at: 

West Bromwich Handsworth Perry Barr 

Tel. 0121 588 5377 Tel. 0121 554 0617 Tel. 0121 356 4489 


24 Hour Service 
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got - so close to perfection 


I can’t pretend that I am a stranger 
to the Pigot Arms in Pattingham. 
Having lived in the South 
Staffordshire village for more than 
three decades I must confess I 
have frequented the pub on many 
occasions over the years. 

In that time I have seen many changes, both of staff 
and the look of the pub - mostly inside not out. 

In the past it was always a bit hit and miss as 
far as the food was concerned - you never quite 
knew whether you would leave extolling its virtues 
or very disappointed. But not now, when the latest 
management took over a few years ago the food and 
the whole atmosphere changed for the better. 

You can tell by looking in the windows, where there 
were empty tables now the place is full of diners and it 
caters a lot for larger parties. Not only people like me 
who can take a five-minute walk to get there. 

Obviously the locals are there but many diners come 
from further afield - and there is a huge car park and 
an outside area for children to run around. The word 
has obviously spread. Word of mouth is so important 
and if people have a good meal and enjoy the decor and 
atmosphere they tell their friends. 

We went recently to a taster night for the new menu, 
an excellent idea when you can try just snippets of 
what is going to be on offer. Obviously you can’t try 
everything on the menu but it is, as it says, a little taste 
of the quality of the food and the range of choices. 

Our daughter was visiting from Warwickshire with her 
fiance and as she grew up in the village she is always 
keen to go to the Pigot, a regular haunt when she was 
growing up. We popped down the four of us recently, 
my husband and I and Amy with her fiance Duncan, 



mainly to discuss her forthcoming wedding but also just 
to relax and appreciate somebody else cooking. 

Amy is herself a very competent cook and a good 
food critic so I relied on her opinion. Me, I just love food. 
We all tucked into starters but decided not to go for one 
of the sharers. Probably a good idea as my future son- 
in-law loves food as much as I do and probably would 
have had the lion’s share! 

So with the bottle of Prosecco and Merlot well under 
way we opted for four different starters. Always nice to 
try a bit of each, I opted for the crispy calamari while the 
rest chose tomato bruschetta, king prawn cocktail and 
ham and pea terrine - all went down very well, although 


Duncan was not for sharing. I’ll have to have a word with 
him! For mains my husband is a real steak fan so went 
for the rib eye cooked medium rare just to his liking. 
Duncan, of course, had the HUGE mixed grill while I 
opted for the Moroccan spiced lamb burger which I had 
tried at the taster night and enjoyed. Amy went for the 
guest ale battered cod and chips. 

Every meal is served well presented and with little 
fuss and the settings are spacious with a nice corner 
table which we sat at, although we did remove the rather 
lovely candelabra in the middle. 

A nice touch but I could not see across to talk to 
my daughter over the other side. She did think about 


nicking it for the wedding though! Okay, totally full - but 
it would be rude not to try a pud. Yes I am trying to lose 
weight for the wedding but there are still a few months 
to go. 

By now there was only Duncan and I up for it - the 
lightweights said they were full. How could I resist the 
summer pudding? Duncan meanwhile went for the 
calorie-loaded cookie cup explosion. Obviously also not 
sticking to his pre-wedding diet.Finishing off with two 
floater brandy coffees we stumbled home and reflected 
on a very pleasant evening. 

Sue Attwater 


CHRONICLE 



MORE 

PEOPLE 


With over 440,000 potential customers 
every week, you can be sure to reach 
your target audience at anytime. 


CANNOCK 

71,517 



The Chronicle offers an unrivalled platform to reach local customers. 

To find out how our advertising sales team can help your business call 01902 313131. 


SOURCE: JICREG 31.10.2016 
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PROPERTY 


YOUR WEEKLY 
GUIDE TO HOME 
BUYING AND 
LETTING 


Five-bedroomed 
Victorian terrace is 
set over three floors 

Being beautifully presented, this five-bedroomed 
Victorian terraced house for sale in Willow 
Avenue, Edgbaston, has accommodation over 
three storeys. 

It is for sale through Robert Oulsnam at £325,000 
with no chain. 

An ideal family home, as well as the five bedrooms, 
it features two reception rooms plus a ‘snug’, a 
modern breakfast kitchen and an abundance of 
period features. 

In full, it has a vestibule, hallway, two reception 
rooms, a snug, ground floor WC, breakfast kitchen, 
five bedrooms, a bathroom, an additional WC, a 
detached garage and front and rear gardens. 

The property is situated within Edgabston, home 
to the reservoir, Summerfield Park and Warwickshire 
County Cricket Club. Willow Avenue is accessed 
via Sandon Road, which runs from the Bearwood 
High Street to the main Hagley Road. The location is 
therefore ideal for transport links into the city centre 
and for access to general amenities found within 
Bearwood. 

This is a truly delightful mid-terrace property that 
really does need to be viewed in order to be fully 
appreciated. 

Its entrance hallway is a full-length version and 
the modern breakfast kitchen comes complete with 
integral appliances and ample space for a table and 
chairs. 

The two reception rooms include a bay window to 
the front and French-style doors opening to the rear 
garden from reception room two. 

In addition, the snug area has an antique Victorian 
cast iron cooking fireplace, and there is also a 
plethora of period features including coving, original 
doors, fireplaces and picture rails. 

Under the stairs is a useful storage space. Bedroom 
five has a storage cupboard and there is also a large 
attic storage space. 

The generously-sized rear garden has a patio, 
planted borders and an established lawn. 

Robert Oulsnam & Company was founded in 1971 
and specialises in the sale and letting of homes in 
Birmingham and North Worcestershire. They have 
12 offices in Barnt Green, Bournville, Bromsgrove, 
Droitwich, Hagley Road, Kings Heath, Moseley, 
Northfield, Pershore Road, Redditch, Rubery and 
their lettings office. 



Birmingham's Best Rated Estate Agents 

£780 incvat - NO SALE / NO FEE - SAVE THOUSANDS - LOCAL SUCCESS 

loveyourpostcode.com® 0800 862 0870 

*OVER 200 5 STAR CLIENT REVIEWS ON TRUSTPILOT - MORE THAN ANY OTHER BIRMINGHAM BASED AGENT 
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MY WORLD 

SALE / LETTING / COMMERCIAL 



PROPERTY 



Two-bedroomed terraced home has plenty to offer 


This traditional two-double 
bedroomed terraced house in 
Loxley Road, Bearwood, is for 
sale through Robert Oulsnam at 
£ 179 , 950 . 

Requiring general modernisation, 
viewing is essential to appreciate 
just how much this home has to 
offer, said a spokesman for the 
selling agents. 

Decorated in neutral shades 


BEARWOOD 

£ 179,950 


throughout, its accommodation 
briefly comprises an entrance 
hallway, two reception rooms, 
under-stairs storage, a kitchen, a 
rear vestibule, a shower room, two 
bedrooms, bathroom and gardens. 

The company spokesman added: 


“Situated within Bearwood, this 
traditional terrace is a most sought- 
after style, popular amongst local 
residents, and is in keeping with the 
character of the area.” 

The kitchen has white fronted wall 
and base units with complementary 
working surfaces and tiled flooring 
and splash-back tiling. For further 
information, or to book that all 
important viewing contact Robert 
Oulsnam on 0121 429 9986. 


Cottons 

CHARTERED SURVEYORS 


www.cottons.co.uk 



73 SOMERSET ROAD, 
HANDSWORTH WOOD 



Forthcoming 
Auction 



LOTS INCLUDED 

For full details of our lots available^ 
for advice on any aspect of Buying or 
Selling by Auction. 

Call our friendly and professional 
Auction team on 0121 247 2233 


Cottons 

C M A II T e It C D SURVEYORS 



Auctioneers of Residential and Commercial Property, 
Land and Development Opportunities 


THURSDAY 25TH MAY 2017 

to be held at The Aston Villa Football Club 


Considering Buying at Auction? 

Call for your Catalogue 

Considering Selling by Auction? 

Call for your No Obligation Appraisal 


Tel: 0121 247 2233 or 
email auctions@cottons.co.uk 
www.cottons.co.uk 



44 GREENHILL ROAD, 
HANDSWORTH 




3 WHITMINSTER CLOSE, 
WILLENHALL 


51 BARLOW ROAD, 
WEDNESBURY 


94 PARKES STREET, 
SMETHWICK 


2 DEVONSHIRE DRIVE, 
WEST BROMWICH 


19 REDHALL ROAD, 
DUDLEY 











































Scriven & Co. 

V3L. v/U# 01914994011 ■ H 

Chartered Valuation Surveyors and Estate Agents V I L I ILL Tv 11 Established 1937 


Halesowen 



Highland Ridge 

* Traditional Style Detached Family House 

* Extended at Ground and First Floor Levels and 
Utilising Roof Space * Principal Bedroom with En-suite ^ 

* Three/Four Further Bedrooms * House Bathroom 

* Lounge, Dining Room, Fitted Kitchen/Breakfast Room 

* Utility Room, Fitted Cloakroom * Landscaped 
Gardens, Garage * A Must View Property EPC=tbc 
Offers in the region of £500,000 


Stourbridge 



Gladstone Road 

* A Lovely Detached House * Kitchen with Host of 
Appliances * Lounge Opening to Gardens * Fitted 
Cloakroom * Principal Bedroom with En-Suite 
Shower Room * Two Further Bedrooms, House 
Bathroom * Landscaped Enclosed Gardens 

* Garage and Off Road Parking Space 

* A Must View Property EPC=C 

Offers in the region of £255,000 


Oldbury 


Oldbury 


Oldbury 


Stourbridge Belbroughton 




Hackmans Gate Lane Brookfield House 

* Spacious one bedroom flat situated in Grade II listed 
building * Idylic Location 

* Set in Extensive Grounds with Outdoor Swimming 
Pool * Kitchen * Living Room 

* Bedroom with fitted wardrobe 

* Well Appointed Bathroom with Shower Cubicle 

* Garage and Parking EPC=D 

£159,950 




Quinton 


Stourbridge Wollaston 


-I 

t *** 





Birch Road 

* Link Detached House 

* Convenient Location 

* Three Bedrooms 

* Garage and Carport 

* Two Reception Rooms 

* No Upward Chain 
EPC=tbc 

Offers in the region of £210,000 



Penncricket Court 

Penncricket Lane 

* First Floor Flat 

* Two Bedrooms 

* Conveniently Situated for Transport Links 

* Garage * No Upward Chain 

* Extended Lease 
EPC=E 

Offers in the region of £75,000 




Mayswood Grove 

* Semi Detached House 

* Cul-De-Sac Location 

* Three Bedrooms 

* Through Living Room 

* Kitchen 

* Off Road Parking 
EPC=D 

Offers in excess of £150,000 



Belfry Drive 

* Detached House with Off Road Parking 

* Conveniently Situated for Wollaston Village 

* Three Bedrooms 

* En-suite Shower Room 

* Living Room and Kitche/Breakfast Room 

* Downstairs wc 

* Off Road Parking EPC=C 

Offers in the region of £249,950 


Halesowen 


Oldbury 


Stourbridge Hagley 


Halesowen 


Quinton 


Halesowen Romsley 



Narrow Lane 

* Extended Semi-Detached House 

* Extended Living Room and Kitchen 

* Dining Room * Utility and Downstairs wc 

* Bathroom with Shower Cubicle 

* Three Bedrooms 

* Side Garage 

* Good Sized Rear Garden EPC=tbc 

Offers in the region of £249,950 


Halesowen 



Wall Well 

* Detached two bedroom bungalow 

* Lounge with conservatory opening to garden 

* Fitted kitchen/breakfast room with host of 
appliances * Well appointed bathroom with 
both bath and shower 

* Detached garage and parking space 

* Internal inspection recommended EPC=C 

Offers in the region of £230,000 


Halesowen 



Manor Abbey Road 

* Superior Family Home 

* Substantially Extended & Re-Planned 

* Five Bedrooms (Two with Ensuite Shower 
Rooms) * 'Wow' Factor Kitchen/Breakfast/ 
Family Room * Well Appointed Family 
Bathroom with Shower * Good-Sized Rear 
Garden * Must Be Viewed EPC=D 
Offers in excess of £510,000 



Hamilton Street 

* Semi-detached House Planned on Three 
Floors * Breakfast Kitchen 

* Lounge/Dining Room 

* Master Bedroom with En-Suite 

* Two Further Bedrooms 

* House Bathroom 

* Off Road Parking EPC=C 

Offers in the region of £209,950 


Oldbury 



Perry Court 

Hagley Road West 


* Self contained retirement flat 

* Living room 

* Kitchen 

* Two bedrooms 

* Bathroom 
EPC=C 

Offers in excess of £70,000 


Halesowen 



Victoria Avenue 

* Family house in need of general 
modernisation and improvement 

* Principal bedroom with dressing room 

* Bedroom two with study area off * Bedroom 
three, house bathroom * Dining hall, lounge, 
sitting room * Kitchen/breakfast room * Garage, 
workshop, extensive gardens EPC=E 
Offers in the region of £340,000 



Kidderminster Road 

* An Impressive & Spacious Period House 

* In Need of Refurbishment & Full of Unspoilt 
Features * Semi Detached with Six Bedrooms 
& Bathroom * 3 Reception Rooms, Kitchen, Off 
Road Parking 

* Pleasant Gardens 
EPC=G 

Offers in the region of £350,000 


Oldbury 



Kingsway 

* Modern three storey family home 

* Four good sized bedrooms (master with en- 
suite) 

* Through living room 

* Kitchen/dining room 

* Garage 

* No upward chain EPC=C 

Offers in the region of £265,000 


Halesowen 



Blackberry Lane 

* Quality detached family house 

* Finished to a high specification 

* Master and guest bedrooms both with en-suite 

* Two further bedrooms and bathroom * Study 

* Superb fitted kitchen/breakfast room, utility 

* Dining room, lovely lounge, conservatory 

* Gardens. Detached double garage EPC=C 

Offers in the region of £530,000 



Hope Street 

* Spacious Self Contained First Floor 
Maisonette 

* Three Bedrooms 

* Good-Sized Living Room 

* Garage In Separate Block 

* Pleasant Rear Garden 
EPC=C 

Offers in excess of £110,000 


Oldbury 



Hanover Gardens 

* Modern semi-detached bungalow 

* Well proportioned accommodation 

* Two bedrooms 

* Shower room 

* Conservatory 

* Detached garage 
EPC=C 

Offers in excess of £180,000 


Cradley Heath 



Claremont Street 


* End Terraced House 

* Living Room and Dining Room 

* Kitchen/Breakfast Room 

* Utility 

* Two Bedrooms 

* Ground Floor Bathroom 

* Off Road Parking EPC=E 

Offers in the region of £105,000 




High Street 

* Deceptively Spacious Extended Four 
Bedroom Semi Detached 

* Two Reception Rooms 

* Kitchen/Breakfast Room 

* Bathroom 

* Ensuite Shower Room 
EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £255,000 


Stourbridge 



Wollaston Road, New Wood, 

* An improved detached family house with open 
aspect * Four bedrooms with two en-suites and 
bathroom * Dining area, lounge leading to 
conservatory * Fitted kitchen, utility and 
cloakroom * Garage * Landscaped garden 

* A must view property EPC=C 

Offers in the region of £489,950 


Oldbury 



Oak Road 

* Dining room 

* Living room 

* Former garage/family room 

* Kitchen and utility 

* Bedroom two with en-suite 

* Four further bedrooms 

* Family bathroom EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £309,950 



Romsley Hill Grange 

Farley Lane 

* Ground floor apartment 

* Kitchen/dining room 

* Two Bedrooms 

* Living room 

* Re-fitted shower room 

* Communal gardens EPC=E 

Offers in the region of £199,950 


Halesowen 



Manor Abbey Road 

* Traditional Detached House 

* Two Reception Rooms 

* Three Good Bedrooms 

* Utility, Downstairs shower room with W.C. 

* In need of general modernisation yet full of 
potential 

* Sought After Location EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £299,950 


Halesowen 



Blackberry Lane 

* A detached family house with four bedrooms 

* Lounge, dining room and study 

* Principal bedroom with en-suite, house 
bathroom * Fitted kitchen with host of 
appliances, utility room and fitted cloakroom 

* Detached double garage, lovely gardens 
EPC=C 

Offers in the region of £380,000 


RICS 


AHLA 



mat_! 

The Management System of 
Scriven & Co. is certified as being 
in conformity with ISO 9001 


Member of 
Agency Network 


A member of 



Scriveiuco*uk 
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SKITTS 


ESTATE AGENTS 


Sell Online from 99 Inc VAT 


□ 


™0KE3K]@ ®F 9WW 


Contact your Local High 
Street Branch. 

greatbridge@skitts.iiet 0121 520 2255 


M 3 RSS 7 zm 
V@QD BSS7 ®KE57 RDB 

ca® qaxlb ca® ra® ratmK 

maasQ. 


Groveland Road, 
Tipton 


dudley@skitts. net 
bilston@skitts.net 
bloxwich@skitts. net 

willenhall@skitts. net 
sedgley@skitts. net 
wednesbury@skitts. net 
wednesfield@skitts. net 
westbromwich@skitts. net 
wolverhampton@skitts. net 
lettings@skitts. net 


□ 1384 214 996 

□ 1902 353578 
□1922 478104 

01902 631151 
01902 686868 
0121 505 1818 
01902 732324 
0121 530 4240 
01902 788188 
0121 520 2255 

3EEHiEIEa 


I- 1 


EPC C 



Glebefields Road, Tipton 


St. Helens Avenue, Tipton 


£144,950 OFFERS 


£149,950 OFFERS 


Charlemont Avenue, West Bromwich 

- £224,950 OFFERS 
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Stylish new home featuring: 


Garage 

and 

parking 


3 spacious 
bedrooms 


■■■m 

‘w’ 

B 

0 

Bathroom, 

Kitchen 

Large 

en-suite & 

with Bosch 

living 

cloakroom 

appliances 

room 



Backed by 
HM Government 



Harvills Grange West Bromwich B70 OEQ 

Call: 01215 148 239 


Open 

Thurs to Sun 10am - 5pm, 
Mon 11am - 5pm 


@lovell_uk II /lovellhomes 

lovellnewhomes.co.uk 


LOVELL 

HOMES 


‘Help to Buy: Equity Loan. Move in with just a 5% deposit and 75% mortgage. Those looking to buy with Help to Buy require a 5% deposit as the government will provide up to 20% of the value of the property in an equity loan, allowing buyers to access mortgages of up to the remaining 75%. The equity loan 
is interest free for the first five years, and can be repaid at any time or when you sell your home. Scheme available on selected properties in England, on homes up to £600,000. Lovell cannot advise you on a mortgage. YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON YOUR 
MORTGAGE OR ANY DEBT SECURED ON IT. “Valid on reservations made until 31st May 2017 and must be presented at point of reservation and noted on your reservation form. Offer not applicable to existing reservations, cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer, and may be withdrawn at any time. 
Legal fees contribution paid by allowance made on legal completion, and only available when using Lovell’s recommended IFAs and solicitors. Subject to terms and conditions. Please ask for further details. Information correct at time of going to print. 


DESIRED AND PREFERRED 


Discover the extraordinary difference in our highly sought-after 
2 bedroom Haycroft home at Park View from only £146,995. 
See our unrivalled specification and imagine the lifestyle you 
can have with the Kier way of living. 


2 and 3 bedroom homes from just £146,995 or 
with Help to Buy £117,596* 


WHERE UNRIVALLED LIVING BEGINS 


PARK VIEW 

off Claypit Lane, West Bromwich B70 9UJ 

DISCOVER • EXPERIENCE • JOIN US 

SHOWHOME OPEN: Thurs-Mon 10am-5pm 
TELEPHONE: 0845 652 2471 T or 07773 067 988 
EMAIL: kph.parkviewsales@kier.co.uk 


Jbkier 


www.kierliving.co.uk 



CGI of 2 bedroom Haycroft. Photographs of typical Kier showhome interiors. Elevations and finishes may vary. *Help to buy available upon request subject to terms and conditions. TCalls cost 2p per nr 
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Wayne Tipper 

AERIALS \ 

.. and Electrical 


\ 


city** 

Guilds 

Qualified 


OVEt » YEAAS IN TVC AERIAL ASO CLECTWCAL TRADES 

S+Mm Lialw / 

A4Jto*«i TV Pcfcdft 

MJMon fttUfedO'* 

1 IRS 

TVWfllftDuaftV 

PCTV Carwra Sfwru 
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J. J. Digital Aerials 

Installation of Digital, Freeview & Satellite 

WE GUARANTEE TO 
BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE 

AERIALS £65-SATELLITE £80 

SELF EMPLOYED EXPERT WHO YOU CAN TRUST 

Friendly, reliable service 

0121 5306785/07919597626 


Carpentry 


MMMW DOORS WALSALL 

Formerly known as C W Doors 


DOOR SUPPLIERS AND FITTERS 


SHOW ROOM NOW OPEN 

SEE INSTORE FOR SPECIAL OFFERS 


• External doors 

• Oak pre painted doors 

• White pre painted doors 

• Fire doors fitted 

01922 623151 or 07810 122133 
Unit 44, Pleck Road, Walsall, WS2 9 
www.simplydoorswalsall.co.uk 



Decorating 


Co our Zone 

Interior & exterior pai nting 
and decorating — * 

• Special rates for OAPs 

• 25 years experience 

• Fully insured J ^ 

0121 434 5679 07507 070786 


iMaifflag 

28 years experience 
Dulux 2 year guarantee 
Fully insured 
Call today for quote 

©aao mm-w 
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M&B 

PAINTING & 
DECORATORS 

Oier 25 years experience 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

All quotes include white paint 
for woodwork and ceilings 
For a FREE friendly quote 

Call Mick on 07896054108 
or Bart on 07825568581 


Carpets 


Electric 


from 

£549 



Heavy Domestic 
Saxony’s 

from 

£6*99 sq yd 



Double Orthopaedic 
Divan Bed 


£245 


"> PLUS— to 


Click on-line for many great prices - www.ablecarpets.co.uk 


Kieron Bromley 
0121 S88 7116 
West Bromwich 
Walsall 
Wednesbury 


Adrian Bromley 
0121 630 3633 
Tipton 
Oldbury 
Smethwick 


Liam Bromley 

01902 880641 

Upper Gornal 
Sedgley 
Wolverhampton 


iiiliiinEii 


Fencing 


CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 

Fully Trained 
Insured 

Estover 12 years 
Friendly service 
For free quotes 
Call 

(07816) 817744 
Tel:0121 503 0854 


CressagePaving HT & D FENCING 


Specialists in: 

Block Paving,Tarmacing, 
Landscaping, Gravelling, 
Patios, Forecourts, 
Fencing and Driveways 
All Groundwork undertaken 


FREE WRITTEN QUOTATION 


Mini Digger & 
Driver available 


01384 944032 
Mob: 07879 073702 

www.cressage-group.co.uk 



JDC 

Driveways 
& Patios 


Tarmac, Block Paving, 
Turf Laying, Gravelling, 
Fencing, Drainage and 
Pressure Cleaning 


Free quotation 
No obligation 

01384 466950/ 
07944883248 

www.jdclandscapes.co.uk 


Double Glazing 


SCOTTS WINDOW 


gdnuniiiinmjdiiFM 

* Misty Units 

• Broken locks 

• Door Repairs 

* Patio Doors 

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
ALL WORK 
GUARANTEED 


07973 84 84 38 
0800 034 0344 


Electricians 




Divan Beds 
Singles from 

£92 

Double from 

£142 

many instore items! 

We will beat your BIG Superstores 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

07974 428 603 
KEEP IT LOCAL 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


Whitehouse 
Electrical & Sons 

Professional and reliable service 

• Complete Rewires 

• Shower Installations 

• Testing - Inspection 

• Fuseboard Upgrades 

• Domestic - Commercial 

• Security Alarms 

• Landlord Certs 

FREE QUOTES - 24 HOUR CALLOUT 
07766 105131 
Florence Road, Tipton, DY4 ONR 
www.whitehouseelectricalsons.co.uk 


MDB Electrical 

( Services 

All Electrical 
Work Undertaken 
To BS7671 -17th 
Edition - Domestic, 
Commercial,Industrial & 
Repairs. Free Estimate 
No Obligation 
No Job To Small 
Call: Mat 07572532097 
Office: 0121 556 4600 
mdbelectricalservicesuk 
@gmail.com 

Emergency Callout Service Available 


MBfJelectric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 
local service call: 

0121 3690311 
07939 503905 

mbelectric.co.uk i 



K 


LOW PRICES! 

HIGH QUALITY FENCING PANELS, CLOSEBOARD PANELS 
AND GATES SUPPLIED ONLY OR SUPPLIED AND FITTED 


OPEN TILL 1.00PM ON SATURDAYS 

SUPPLIERS OF WOOD AND CONCRETE POSTS, 
GRAVEL BOARDS, TRELLIS 


PLASTIC SLOTTED POSTS AND PLASTIC 
GRAVEL BOARDS AVAILABLE 


FREE ESTIMATES - TRADE WELCOME 

UNIT 405, SMETHWICK ENTERPRISE CENTRE, 

THE OLD FIRE STATION, ROLFE STREET, SMETHWICK 

www.TandDfencing.co.uk 


5 


S 0121-565 4533 
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Alison Berrill Dip CFHP, MPS Pract 
Foot Health Practitioner 
Mobile: 07467 448263 
Email: alison.berrill@qahoo.co.uk 



LOFT SERVICES 

UPVC or Wooden Drop Down 
Loft Hatch with Easiway 
Aluminium Ladder 

£185 fitted 


New or enlarged Loft access 
• LOFT FLOORING 
• LOFT INSULATION 


Call Carl on 

0121 556 1761 
07502 103997 

See our website 
i/.westmidlandsloftservices.co.uk 
15 years’ experience 


www.w 


Flooring 


AttwULaMfA 

Quality Timber 
for your 
home & garden 
projects! 

All lengths available 

Oldbury 

Dudley Road 

Oldbury 

Birmingham 

West Midlands 

B693DA 

T: 0121 552 7788 

F: 0121 544 7186 

E: birmingham@laver.co.uk 



Garage Doors 



L M S 

GARAGE DOORS 

All types of doors 
supplied and fitted 

Fast low cost, same 
day repairs! 

For a free survey anm 
quote call 

0121 559 0455 
07592 I 18707 


CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 

























































































































































Gardening 


Plastering 


Plumbing 


Roofing 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 





TREE & GARDEN 
. SERVICES 


• Trees carefully pruned 

• Specialist in maintenance free gardens 

• Trimming 

• Felling 

• Turfing 

• Pollarding 

• Patios/Slabbing 

• Block-paving specialists 

• Drives 

• Patios 

• Paths Building work undertaken 

• Ta r mac i ng - Red o r B l ack 

Professional quality work at 
competitive prices 
All work undertaken 


CALL NOW FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 

0121 574 3092 or 07957 368422 


GARDSNIRORCE 






mmmm 


Pats Gardening 
Services 


All Gardening Work Undertaken 

Tree Felling / Pruning 
Garden Management 
Fence Erection 
Rubbish Removal 

No Job Too Small : FREE Quotes 
Phone Pat day or night on... 


TEL: 0795 041 2361 



TURF-SUPPLIED & LAID 

• Fencing 

ALL AREAS 
COVERED 

No Job Too Small 

FREE 

ESTIMATES 



Tel: 0121 
531 6295 
or 

07866 

623841 


Locksmiths 


LockRite 

y Local father & 

Daugther Locksmith & 
SECURITY SERVICES 

^ Lock-outs, Lost Keys, Broken Locks 

V Emergency lock & door opening 

r uPVC specialist V Key Cutting on site 
v British Standard insurance 
approved locks used-Bs3621 

V Double Glazing Unit Repairs 
www.lockrite.org 


029 


24 

NO CALI 
OUT 

HOUR 

CHARGE 


DBS £5=3 , 

CHECKED ’ 


cards accepted 


CALL NOW 0121 564 0049 




Free Quotations OAP Discounts 

___I 


ILL Plastering 


For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment 
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding, 
partitions, re-skimming and artex covering. 


Plumbing & Heating 


J.H. HEATING AND 
PLUMBING 

• Central heating installation and repairs 

• Bathrooms supplied and fitted or fitting only 

• Kitchen installation 

• Tiling, replastering, carpentry and building work 

• Electrical work 

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

Tel: 0121 5026217 
Mobile: 07775 029452 

www.jhheatingandplumbing.co.uk 


- 

HUGE DISCOUNTS 

on all tree work - 

missjw 


MCP PLUMBING 
& HEATING 


All Plumbing, Gas and Central Heating 
Work Undertaken 
Servicing and Repairs 
Bathroom and Kitchen Installation 

07852150057 


A 


IJL 


tiffin irt ^rfflTiQ Q$ rruTiTiiTfiTig 

Combi Boiler change from £950 

Specialists in Biasi / Baxi / Worcester Bosch / Vaillant Boilers plus many more 

SPECIAL OFFERS ON FULL HEATING SYSTEMS 



NATURAL & LPG GAS 
Free Quotation . 

07961 140885 i 



GAS & 

PLUMBING 

SERVICES 


INSTALL SERVICE & REPAIR 
I on all Boilers and Heating Systems 
Bathrooms, Showers and 
all plumbing work 
Over 25 years experience 
Service and repair on Cookers and Fires 
24 HOUR EMERGENCY CALL OUT 
Landlord Certs and FREE Quotes 
CALL IAN 07907 186028 / 0121 588 8414 


Plumbing and Heating 


All Plumbing, 
Central Heating 
undertaken. 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Free estimate and advice 

07964 997 845 
0121 557 5958 


OUSEHOLD 

L U M B I N 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

_ All installations and repairs akst 
Supply and fit or fit only 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

V Tel: Neil 07968 786449 - 0121-602 6776 
V*—www.household-plumbing.co. 


Roofing 


Family run business with 
over 30 years experieece 


RoJw 


Tiling 
Slating 
Flat Roofing 
Sealing 
Pointing 
Lead work 
UPVC Fascia Cladding 
Ridges 
Flashing 
Guttering 

Tel: 0121 555 6542 
07756461267 


ALL 


TT 
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ROOFING 


k 


Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

© 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 



Tom Corbett Roofin g Services 

Telephone: 0121 5800915 Mobile: 07931 344199 

• Flat Roof Repaired or Renewed 
Slate & Tile Repairs 

Ridge, Hip & Chimney Repointing 
Gutter Replacement S. Cleaning 






A1 Little Job Man 

(Part of the Imperial Residential Group) 

> Over 35 years experience 

• Fast Roof Repairs • Felt Work & Guttering (([££&))) 

• New Roofs Chimneys & Valleys 

• uPVC Fascias & Guttering FREE Quotes P *i 

• All Building Work Undertaken 

• All Work Guaranteed • All Areas Covered 


0121 553 3020 


IfB Callus on... ” 

E-mail us at... 

ri Post to... ^ 

|U 01902319590 A 

MWA mark.moore@expressandstar.co.uk J| 

wCM Mark Moore, Sandwell Chronicle, Black Country 1 
House, Rounds Green Road, Oldbury B69 2DG A 


eliteibEastTcs. 


•Fascias • Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
1 With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
□1384 468831 / 07985 575865 

www.eliteplasticsupvc.co.uk 



^UNI-FIX 

Proofing 

MASSIVE SALE 
NOW ON 

Upvc, Fascias, Soffits 
and Guttering 

from £650 

All rubbish removed 
No deposit 

Payment on satisfaction 
0800 9596111 
Head Office 01384 466857 




Rubbish Removal 


EST. 

SINCE 1992 


ROB’S 
RUBBISH fE 

A CHEAP RUBBISH JW 
REMOVAL 7 DAYS 3 

Small Jobs NO PROBLEM R- 

We load, No Skips, Free Estimates 

Garden, Household, Shed, Garage, Fridges, White Goods, 
House Clearances, Furniture 

0121 500 6033 

07938 207122 


ALWAYS 

V.S.K. 

RUBBISH 

REMOVAL 


Household Waste, 

Shed & Garage Clearance 
House & Garden Clearance 
Tree Felling, 

Also Conifers Lopped 

0121-532 2392 

FREE QUOTES 

West Bromwich 


J 




Holt 
Ornamental 
Ironwork 

Gates, Railings, Stairways. 
Garden Balconies, 

07966 526528 

h’hw. holtomamentalironwork.co. uk 

--- 






% 


r 


RUSSELL’S SKIPS 


JVIINI/MIDI, 
SKIPS^ 

( 0121 } 520 3388 
07721 387990 


Window Specialists 


Full Window 
Wizard. Services 
Available 

• Misted Units 
Replaced 

• Broken Hinges 

• Door 
Adjustment 

• New Locks 
Installed 

Call for 
further details 

0121 421 7001 
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ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


▼ Index 


1 Family 


a 
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a 
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Leisure Time 


Home & Services 


Pets & Animals 


Business & Farming 


Property 


Jobs 


8 Motoring 


Local Information 


10 Personals 


FreeAds 



'W Place a paid for advert 


By Phone 01902 317878 

8.30am - 5.30pm Mon - Fri. 

Closed Sat/Sun and Bank Holidays 


Online 

bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


In person 


At your local Express & Star Office. 
Cancel/amend, call before 3.00pm 
Monday - Friday for the next day’s 
advertisement or also before 3.00pm 
Friday for Monday’s advertisement. 


funeral directors 


When you need 
us we’ll be there 


The co-operative funeralcare 


24-26 Birmingham Street, 
Oldbury, West Midlands, 

B69 4DS T: 0121 5521170 

359 High Street, West 
It L Bromwich, West Midlands, 

B70 9QGT: 0121 314 8964 

www.centralengland.coop 


Turn To Us For 
Help and Support 


In your time of need 
we’ll take care of all the 
funeral arrangements. 

• Est. 1907 
• 24 hour sen/ice 

G. Gibbs 

Funeral Directors 

44 All Saints Way 
West Bromwich B71 1PZ 

0121 553 0442 

© Di .g ni y 

Part of Dignity pic. A British Company. 


Family 


MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 
can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384 
255019/07831 246292. 


Leisure 

Time 


*BEST SUNDAY* 
BOOTSALE 

Only £5 per Car/Van. 

7AM START. Cocksparrow Lane, 
Cannock WS12 4PB 

★ 07890 267 041* 


CAR BOOT SALES! 


Every Sunday 

and Bank Holiday Monday 


Booters £4 


07538 842842 


* BIGGEST SATURDAY* 

BOOTSALE 

Catering positions available 
A454 Budge Heath between 
Wolverhampton and Bridgenorth 
By Royal Oak pub island WV6 7EE 

★ 07890 267 041 ★! 


COMMUNITY INDOOR CAR 
BOOT SALE 

Saturday, May 13. 

12 noon - 2pm. 

ST. MARKS CHURCH HALL 

Thimblemill Road 
Smethwick 
B67 6LP. 


* WEDNESDAY BOOT SALE * 

Now at Ivy House Farm, A461, Springhill, 
Muckely Comer Lichfield WS140BX 

SATURDAY BOOT SALE 

Boat Lane, Muckley Comer, Lichfield WS14 OBU 

★ 07890 267041 ★ 


A BEAUTIFUL PARK NR LUDLOW 

35x12 caravans from £10,000. Par3 
golf, bowls & gym, why go further? 
www.bcpark.co.uk 01584823433 


ACE JUBILEE 
4 BERTH 

2003, end bathroom with motor 
mover, porch awning and winter 
cover. 

Good condition. 

£3,500. 

07590 213965. 


We Want Your 
Motorhome 

Finance Cleared 
Fast Secure Payment 
Top Prices Paid 

Please Call 

AEG on 01384 848439 or 
Lee Jinks on 07740 895448 
www.aegmotorhomes.co.uk 


EDDISON AVANTE 524 

2008, 4-berth, excellent condi¬ 
tion, with many extras, motor 
mover, four star porch awning 
and ground sheet to match. 
Everyth jncj^ready to go. 

0121 531 9138. 


FIAT DUCATO CAMPERVAN 
2.5 DIESEL 

1994, 1 17,000 miles, 12 
months MoT, very clean and 
tidy, must be seen. 

£3,495 ono. 

Telephone 07988173668. 


PANAMA XL260 PORCH Awning 
width 260cm x depth 240cm, 
includes rear pads and poles, 
excellent, £50.0121 4751113. 


STERLING ELITE EMERALD 

4 berth touring caravan, 2011, 
excellent condition, wet heating 
system, end wash room, motor 
movers, 3/4 awning, loads of 
extras, too many to list. 
£12,500 ono. 

07896 359696. 



THIS SUNDAY AND 
EVERY SUNDAY 
Now at Dark Lane, 
Featherstone WVIO 7HT 
Just off main A460. 
1 minute from J11 M6 
6 am -2 pm I minute J1 M54 

yLll enquiries Tel: 07831 193 116 
Or for more information visit 
www.gocarbootsales.com 




WANTED 
ALL CARAVANS 

Any age or condition 
Also motorhomes wanted. 

TOP PRICES PAID 

Immediate collection. 

CALL THOMAS 
07717 280 996 

www.tscaravansandmotorhomes.co.uk 


CARAVAN WANTED. Can collect 
asap. Caravan wanted. 

Call me on 07717 090817. 


JUMBLE SALE 

May 13,11am-2pm. 
Admission 20p. 
Refreshments available 

All Saints Church 
All Saints Way 
West Bromwich 
B71 1RU 


Free 


ITS FREE, ITS EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 


MODEL GLIDERS. Seven for sale, 
plus fishing tackle, will sell sepa¬ 
rately. 07857 893607. 



caravan parks 


LUXURY HOLIDAY HOME for sale 
on 5* park. Golf, fishing, bar & 
restaurant, pet friendly £24,995 inc. 
2017 site fees www.pearllake.co.uk 
01568 708 326 

self catering ' 
y holidays 


BURNHAM-ON-SEA 

Self Catering Holiday 
Apartments 
Disabled Facilities 
Pet Friendly 

01278 794111 

www.GoSomerset.co.uk 


travel abroad 


READERS ARE REMINDED 

to check with any Advertisers 
that their holiday costs are fully 
covered by a recognised bonding or 
insurance scheme. 



antique fairs 


* ANTIQUE/ * 
COLLECTORS & 
VINTAGE FAIR 

COPTHORNE HOTEL, 

LEVEL ST., MERRY HILL, DUDLEY, 
DY5 1UR 

SUNDAY 14TH MAY 

9AM - 4PM 

★ 07783 680 627 ★ 




Home & 
Services 



FURNITURE NOT SOLD why not 

donate it to care for patients at 
Katharine House Hospice. Call us 
now on 01785 760715 


WADE DESIGNER suite, three plus 
two plus poufe, only 6 months old, 
immaculate condition, house move 
forces sale, £400. 07796 452623. 

3-PIECE SUITE. Cream and pastel 
3-piece suite plus storage stool. 
Excellent condition. £150. 

07391 232410. 


AMAZING SALE Autos, tumble 
dryers from £79. Gas & electric 
cookers, fires, fridge freezers, built 
in ovens & hobs at sale price 01902 
403770 Past and Present 24-26 
Church St, Bilston (opp town hall). 




.. j and Fit or DIY 

Credit cards taken • Free quotes 
WS32BQ 

Freephone 0500 506041 or 
01922 712184 


6x5 

Lap Panels 

£17 each (inc vat) 

WS3 2BQ 

Bloxwich Fencing Ltd 
Freephone 0500 506041 
or 01922 712184 


ASH RECLAMATION 

All reclaimed 
building materials 

UPVC doors and windows 
New and Used 
Gatehouse Trading Est. 
Lichfield Road, Brownhills, 
WS8 6JZ 

01543 453222 
07956 627367 


ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

That the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly differentiate 
between Private and Trade. 


ASH RECLAMATION new and 

used building materials, upvc doors 
and windows 01543 453222. 

HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


READERS ARE ADVISED to 

carefully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any 


READERS ARE REMINDED 

that they may require profes¬ 
sional advice before entering into 
obligations. 


CLIENT 

COMPUTERS 


Certified technician & 
Microsoft partner. 
Repair & maintain laptops 
and PCs. In West Midlands. 
Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi. 
Windows problems etc. 
Home visits or bring to me. 
Long established. 
Laptops available. 

0121 556 9481 


CLIENT COMPUTERS Certified 
technician and microsoft partner. 
Repair and maintain laptops and 
pcs. Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi, windows problem etc. 
Laptops available. 0121 556 9481 



AERIAL AND TV SPECIALIST 

Any TV Repairs, Plasma, LED etc, 
CCTV cameras supplied & fitted. 
Any area. Free Estimates. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation, wall 
mounts/TV setups. 07850 330251. 



aerials 


A AERIAL AND SKY SPECIALIST 

CCTV cameras fitted/tv wallmount, 
free quote/any area. 07850 330251 


BOOK YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
OR FAMILY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ONLINE AT 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 

and become one 
of hundreds of 
customers 
who regularly 
receive 
exclusive 
special offers 
& discounts. 



ClassifiedAds 


CHOOSE 

CLASSIFIED 



“I am very pleased 
with the response 
I get from my 
Classified 
Advertising 
Contract” 


Steve - 

AA Digital Aerials 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


AERIALS FITTED FROM £75 





alarms/security 


tty] 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


appliance repairs 


A SAME DAY REPAIR - Cookers 
Autos Fridges Vacs and Micros. 
Call 07900 578897/07801 746853. 


bathrooms 


BATHROOMS R US 


Over 20 years exp in 
bathroom installations. 
Refurbs/ Plastering 
EMERGENCY CALL OUTS! 


20% OFF, FREE QUOTES 
07392 379741 or 01543 529648 


BATHROOM DESIGN. All bath¬ 
rooms fitted, tiling, flooring, com¬ 
plete bathrooms. 07850 382548. 


building services 


M DAMP 
M PROOFING 

APPROVED CONTRACTOR 

All damp problems, roofing, ' 
building & plastering work I 

FREE QUOTES 

07538 118034 or 01902 752161 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

Over 35 years exp 

All aspects of building work 
Extensions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways & landscaping. 
Discounts offered. 

01902 579592 / 07837 994465 


building supplies 


QUALITY DOORS AND HARD¬ 
WOOD FLOORING @ low prices. 
Call Arnold Laver 0121 533 5428. 

RECLAIMED BRICKS, Tiles, 
Slates, Oakbeams, Flooring, York 
Stone. Cawarden 01889 574066. 
sales@cawardenreclaim.co.uk 
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\ _ 

blinds 

\ 



MADE-TO-MEASURE 

BLINDS SALE 

"5021 


MEASURING & FITTING INCLUDED 


BLINDS I CURTAINS I SHUTTERS I CARPETS 


HILLARYS 



carpentry & ^ 

joinery j 


CARPENTRY AND JOINERY 

Kitchens, fitted wardrobes, doors, 
flooring, staircases and refurbs. 
07903 234137 or 0121 4939733. 


carpet fitters 


A CARPETS & VINYLS supplied or 
just fitted, quality samples brought 
to your home, no job too small, free 
quotes call Mark 01543 820598 / 
07941 619694. 


PORTWRy 

’fencing 


SPECIAL OFFER 

7 0 Bays of quality fencing, concrete posts, 
gravel boards £695 
Heavy duty panels supplied & fitted. 


0121 531 5250 / 07866137 656 
Mon - Fri 8am - ' -'Op 
Sat 8am -12noon 
83 Portway Rd, W'bury 


CHOOSE 

CLASSIFIED 

-> 



“I am extremely 
happy with the 
service I get from 
my Express & Star 
Classified Sales 
Representative 
and I would 
recommend them 
to anyone!” 

Michael - 
Portway Fencing. 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


Classifiediids 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


gardening 

services 


Landywood Tree & Landscaping Services 


All garden work, tree felling/lopping, 
pruning, hedges trimmed, turf, 
patios, fencing, block-paving etc. 
www.landywoodlandscaping.co.uk 


J&B TREE CARE Landscape and 
Jetwashing Services. All Pesticide 
/Fungicide work. Free fixed quotes: 
07786 166856/01922 - 


gas fitting 


GAS 

SERVICES 

• Boilers • Cookers 

• Fires • Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 


TO BOOK A FREE HOME APPOINTMENT WITH YOUR LOCAL 

advisor call 0800 916 6563 or visit hillarys.co.uk 

*Ts & Cs apply 


c 


gates 


ALL METAL GATES,RAILINGS, 

etc. Free quotes, also repairs & 
fitting. 07903 500642 24 hours. 

DARLASTON FABS 30 years exp in 
supplying/ fitting gates and railings. 
Free quotes: 07497 667752. 


handyman 

services 


FREE QUOTES 

All work guaranteed, Most trades 
covered, References available on 
request. No job too big or too small! 

CALL MIKE: 07947 621047 
0121 6010479 


CHOOSE 

CLASSIFIED 



I average around 1 to 2 
phone calls a day from 
customers as a direct result 
of my Classified Advertising. 
I am very happy with my 
response levels. 

Mr Causer. 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


Classifiediids 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


HANDY MAN - Most trades, plumb¬ 
ing, heating, gardening & decorat¬ 
ing. Gutter clean no ladders, free 
quotes. 07850 559315. 

LOCK & CARPENTRY Plumbing, 
Small job specialist. Free quotes 
01902 683100 or 07934 460864. 


house clearances 


ALL ROUND 
CLEARANCE 

Professional family run business 
House clearances full or part, 
also garages, sheds etc. 
Telephone Kev 

07794 912844 


for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 


ironing services 


KAREN 
m BATES 

10% off first orders 

Ironing Services - Stafford 

07841 677282 


kitchen fitters 


THE KITCHEN FITTER Over 20 
years experience. Call 07881 
654757 or 01543 373233. 


lock services 


painters 

decorators 


□ 


A PROFESSIONAL DECORATING 

service by RC Decorating. Free 
competitive quotes: 07773 025880. 
LADY DECORATOR, full house or 
one wall - to customer requirments. 
For a quote call 07522 643706. 


plans prepared 


ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 


MINT PLASTERING 

For the very best in plastering and rendering, 
full rooms inc materials from 110. Halls, 
stairs and landings from 200 

30 years experience. 

Free quotes. All work guaranteed 

01922 606503/07519 694516 


M & S PLASTERING & BUILDING 

Services. Home/Garden Improve- 
ments.MarkorSara: 07741 7/0897 
MINT PLASTERING & rendering 30 
yrs exp. All work guaranteed. 
01922 606503 or 07519 694516. 
STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 
Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919/07977 262943. 


ALL PLUMBING WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 

No job too small or large. 

Call Will for a free quote 

07521 411108 


A.A HEATING & PLUMBING All gas 

work. Install/ Service/ Repair. 
01922 660410 or 07540 950588. 
GAS CENTRAL HEATING Central 
heating and Boiler changes. Gas 
Safe, Free Quotes: 07497826697. 
PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN 
No job too small or larae. Call Will 
for a free quote on: 07521 411108. 


removals 


KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 


JALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 


f. Call on 07867 86t 


distance. Call Ric: 07771 727119. 


iBOdElWGT&lBUIUDlMGISEmnci 

Pitched and Flat Roofs. 

All types of repairs undertaken. 

Chimneys, Fascias and Guttering. 
NO JOB TOO SMALL! 

_ 35 Years experience _ 




MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 
LETS TALK RUBBISH No Skips 
Needed.Load/Remove any Waste, 
House Clearance. 07969 628382 


skip hire 


A absolute affordable skip 

RUSSELL 

SKIPSO 

Mini, midi skips 
Prompt delivery / collection 
(0121) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 


GOLDSHILL SKIPS 

Bring your own waste 
cheaper than skips. General, 
Green, Wood waste any size 
vehicle. Phone for prices: 

0121 557 3346 


All size skips and all areas covered 
Same day delivery laster than a phone call!!! 
Open 7 days a week 


07920 88 57 74 or 01384 24 09 56 


AAA SKIP HIRE All sizes available, 
competitive prices. Call: 01922 
711411 (option 2) or 07592 940556. 
STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480/07886 721875 
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 


upholstery 


MR B’S UPHOLSTERY 


RE- UPHOLSTERING OF SOFA’S, 
DINING FURNITURE, CARAVANS, 
CAR RETRIMS AND MORE. 

www.mrbsupholstery.co.uk 


01543500677 07738851601 


A 


Pets & 
Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses, Donkeys or Ponies 
have the required Passport infor¬ 
mation. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and using 
guns. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland lYews 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


DALMATIAN PUPPIES KC Reg, 
Stafford area, ready to go now 
07952 807758 / 07816 378625. 

10 KOI CARP, from 8ins to 18ins. 
£250. 

Call Steve on 07857 893607. 


Business & 
Farming 


READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering into any 
obligations. 



commercial 

premises 


UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in 

Oldbury, West Bromwich and 
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore 
Properties 0121 520 5318. 



CHALET FOR SALE 

Clarach Bay Holiday Village, 
near Aberystwyth, sleeps 
six, completely refurbished 
throughout. 

£10,500. 

01922 492327. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


properties wanted 


Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wisn i 

£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££ ' 

Houses/Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7 Local 07870 341 089 

Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock area: Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton: Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 


■ BUY HOUSES 

• Expired listings • Vacant houses 

• Fire damaged houses • Smelly houses 

• Debt ridden houses • Unwanted houses 
Any place, any area, any condition. If you don’t want it, I do! 

Call Amy; 07511 299 OIO 


we bvycaSH 

ANY HOUSE W# 

■ CALL US FREE 24 Hours/ 7days 

0800 246 104741 


WE OFFER £20,000 CASH ADVANCE 

<2f NO Fees & FREE Solicitors <2f We Buy Any Area & Any Condition 


www.ukfastsale.co.uk 



CHOOSE 

CLASSIFIED 


“We have been advertising 
in the Express & Star 
and Chronicles for over 
20 years and consider it a 
key part of our business 
with the regular flow 
of calls, which our 
advertising generates.” 
Black Country Homes 

ClassifiedMds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 



CHOOSE 

CLASSIFIED 


“I am really pleased with 
the response 
I get from my Classified 
Advertising!” 


Paul Westwood - Home Cash Buyer 


Classified ds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


Need to sell your 
home fast? 

We can help you all 

make a fresh start cow 

With solutions to suit... — 


Purchase Agreed Within 

7 PAYS 


you can clear your debts 
and make a fresh start 


ALL CIRCUMSTANCES CONSIDERED 
COMPLETE ON DATE TO SUIT 
FREE VALUATION AND LEGALS 
FREE FRIENDLY ADVICE 
LOCAL COMPANY 


MARION PROPERTY SOLUTIONS 


WHY NOT CALL US TODAY 

0121 405- 


*Terms and 
Conditions apply 

OUR LINES ARE OPEN 24/7 




J9 

Ac r ommodn t lor 


NO DEPOSIT 

★MOVE IN TODAY* 

Studios 

from £90 pw* 
Rooms 
from £65 pw* 

*Includes Most Bills 

CHECK WEBSITE FOR LIVE LIST 


tVOQUSSOSOS l1 

J9accommodation.com 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments/contracts. 

NOTICE TO READERS 

It is an offence under the Accom¬ 
modation Agencies Act 1953, for an 
Agency to charge a fee simply for 
the registration of your require¬ 
ments and/or supplying particulars 
of premises to let. 

BLOXWICH Bedsit in secure build¬ 
ing, own kitchen / bathroom, 
£260pcm plus bills. Deposit / refer¬ 
ence required. No DSS. Age 
restriction applies. 07738 103602. 

HIGH STREET, WEST BROM, 

Modern Studio & 1 Bed Flats. 
Walking distance to town centre. 
Low rent / affordable deposit. DSS 
35 + welcome. Call 07967 016425 

WALSALL 3 bedroom houses and 
rooms in shared house to let, rooms 
£70 inc most bills. 07825 581676. 

WALSALL BIRCHILLS 2 bed 

house, fitted kitchen, DG, CH, DSS 
considered. 07872 985954. 


Jobs 


EXPERIENCED CNC TURNER on 

XYZ Proturn Lathe SLX425/555 
Full Time @ £15.00 Per Hour 0121 
556 0275 NO AGENCIES. 


GENTS HAIRDRESSER 
(Barber required) 
Also 

School Leaver for 
Apprenticeship 
Quinton 

Tel 0121 422 4104 


QUALITY INSPECTOR 

Required to join a well 
established manufacturing 
company based 
in Wednesbury 
Required to carry out 
inspections through all stages 
of the manufacturing process 
of Bespoke Air Handling Units. 
An Engineering/QA 
background/experience 
essential. 

Please send a copy of your 
CV to: Dalair Limited, 
Southern Way, Wednesbury, 
West Midlands. WS10 7BU 


EXPERIENCED MOBILE HGV 
MECHANIC, own tools, with Class 
1 & 2. Phone: 0121 565 2792 


VEHICLE SALES 
£34,000 

company car + pension 
scheme 

www.jubileemobility.co.uk/ 

jobs 

From our Wednesbury 
showroom serving 
our customers throughout the 
UK 

Retail sales experience is 
essential 

Jubilee Automotive Group are 
the UK’s leading 
suppliers of new & used 
mobility vehicles 
OTE 

Apply online or by post with CV 
to: 

Jubilee Automotive Group, 
Woden Road South, 
Wednesbury, WS10 0NQ 
0121 502 2252 


SECURITY OFFICER 

Gatehouse/Security Officer to 
join a well established 
company based 
in Wednesbury. 
Required to provide a 
professional/comprehensive 
and secure service covering 
buildings, grounds and car 
parks to ensure a safe 
environment for colleagues 
and visitors. 

Previous experience/SIA 
essential. 

Please send a copy of your 
CV to: Dalair Limited, 
Southern Way, Wednesbury, 
West Midlands. WS10 7BU 


I courses j 


1 

BIRMINGHAM: 17-18 JULY & 30 N0V.-1 DEC. 4 

WOLVERHAMPTON: 16-17 SEPT. 

TELFORD: 20-21 MAY & 23-24 OCTOBER 1 

Learn how to take blood 

TRAIN ASA PHLEBOTOMIST 

NATIONALLY RECOGNISED AND ACCREDITED 

Introduction to Phlebotomy 

TWO DAY COURSE - National UK Qualification 

NO PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE REQUIRED 

ocn 

Formoreinfo rfAAiinAA 

ortobook: WWW. gUU[JClUe .COIT1 

| HIGH DEMAND IN: Hospitals-GP Surgeries-Clinics-Private Sector-Community-MOD 


full time - general 


EXPERIENCED VEHICLE ENGINEER 

We are looking for an experienced Vehicle Engineer to join our depot 
in Cradley Heath. 

You will work Monday - Friday between the hours of 06:00 - 20:00pm 
plus Saturdays when required 
Principle responsibilities; 

• Inspect/ repair all vehicles, plant and equipment 

• Carry out lifting equipment inspections / repairs in line with group 
fleet policy 

The successful candidate is required to have a number of years' 
experience in HGV mechanical engineering, with a proven track 
record of working in a fast pace engineering environment 

• HGV licence is essential 

• Valid DCPC preferred but not essential 

• Specialist skills ( Pneumatic; Welding; Hydraulics: Electrical systems) 
Salary will be based on experience 

Please call 0121 559 1156, option 1 


RECRUITMENT EVENT 

JOBS FAIR 

@ MOLINEUX STADIUM, WOLVERHAMPTON 


SPONSORED BY 


OVER 500 JOBS AVAILABLE 
ON THEDAY 

FRIDAY 12 th MAY 

10™-2™ FREETO ATTEND 


GENERAL LABOURER required. 
Experience driving forklift truck for 
off loading and loading of steel. 
Duties to include grinding and 
painting. Good rates of pay. Imme¬ 
diate start. Full time with overtime. 
West Bromwich area.Tel: 0121 544 
6669 or email: info@leyletts.co.uk 


JOBS FAIR Friday 12th May. 
10am - 2pm. Hundreds of jobs 
available on the day. Molineux 
Stadium, Waterloo Road, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 4QR. Free to 
attend, www.thejobfairs.co.uk 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, May 11 , 2017 
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01902 317878 | classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk 


Express & Star 

FIXED PRICE 

RECRUITMENT 

PACKAGE 


m* 



FILL YOUR NEXT VACANCY 
WITH OUR BRONZE FIXED PRICE 
RECRUITMENT PACKAGE 

Bronze package includes: 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Express & Star (Thursday) 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Chronicle of your choice 

• Two week listing on jobs.expressandstar.com 

• 5 line advert to appear in Express & Star Classified 
jobs for 5 nights 

• We will run the lineage and online advert on a daily 
basis until you fill the vacancy 

Package Price £399* 

Contact Tracey Thompson 
on 01902 319645 or email 
tracey.thompson@expressandstar.co.uk 



‘All prices are subject to VAT 


M METAI+WASTE 

IW RECYCLING 


CLASS 1&2 DRIVERS REQUIRED 

48 hours per week - Monday to Friday plus weekends. 
SKIP AND ROLL-ON EXPERIENCE 
AN ADVANTAGE BUT NOT ESSENTIAL 
Cradley Heath. 

Call 0121 559 1156 ask for the transport department 
Email: ian.jackson@metalandwaste.com 


SERVICE ENGINEER/ 
SURVEYOR & 
WINDOW FITTER 

required for a double glazing 
company based in 
Oldbury West Midlands 
Based on 40 hours per week. 
Wage negotiable depending 
on experience. 

Clean driving licence. 
Ring 0121 544 2222 
for more details 



FIAT PANDA 1.2 DYNAMIC 
360 


2007, one careful Lady owner, 
43,000 miles, 6 stamp FSH, 
alloy wheels, air con, radio CD, 
immaculate condition inside / 
out. 



Urban light, 2008,1 lady 
owner, FSH, 52,000 miles, 
MoT Nov 17, £20 road 
tax,colour red. 

£2,495 ono 
07976 653388. 



PEUGEOT 206 1.4HDI 


2008, 76,554 miles, moondust 
silver, abs, electric windows, air 
bag, metallic paint, central 
locking, one owner, pas, diesel, 
stereo, CD, minor marks. 

£2,000 ono. 

07773 949704. 



SUZUKI SWIFT 



£1,750 

07486 646777. 


64 plate, 

3dr manual, 
white, 

low mileage, 
good condition. 


Motoring 




HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



Silver, 7 seats, 52 Reg., good 
condition for age, 122,000 
miles, 12 months MoT, tow bar. 


£2,600 o.n.o. 


07984 207513. 


£6,900. 
07708 029969. 



VAUXHALL AG'lLA DESIGN 


2010,40,000 miles, 1.2, Moroc¬ 
can blue, abs, electric windows, 
air bag, air con, fsh, Sony 
CD/USB player. 

£3,600 ono. 

07729 740480. 



VAUXHALL MERIVA 


2007, 56,251 miles, electric 
windows, air bag, electric 
mirrors, air con, alarm, long 
MoT, auto, sunroofs, alloys, 
CD, spots, Design Easytronic. 

£1,795 ono. 

07891 943164. 


MUST BE SEEN 


VOLVO XC90 SEVEN 
SEATER 

2004, long MoT, 
47,000 miles, 

loads of extras, too many to 
list. 

£ 6,000 

07970134565. 




FORD MONDEO GHIA 
ESTATE 

2.0, diesel, 07 plate, 
89,500 miles. 

£1,500. 

01543 899095. 


LOW MILEAGE 


VAUXHALL AGILA 
DESIGN 1.2 

54 reg., 
in silver, 

only 39,000 miles with FSH, 
MoT, 

fabulous condition, 

Only £895 
07963 464780. 



VAUXHALL ZAFIA 


2004, 122,500 miles, grey, 
electric windows, air bag, elec¬ 
tric mirrors, air con, long MoT, 
central locking, pas, alloys, CD. 

£800 ono. 

07902 389544. 


VW GOLF GTi 

2002, MoT August, all MoT’s, 
reciept for over £5,376, some 
service history, one owner. 

£625. 

07730 888063. 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 
0121 557 0400. 
Oldbury Area. 



CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, buyer will call. 


LOOK 


OLD CLASSIC CAR 


Triumph / MG / Jaguar / 
Porsche etc anything interest¬ 
ing, as project / investment, 
condition not important. 


Please telephone Ron 
07424 399776. 



crash / repairs / 
y resprays 


PORTWAY 

RESPRAYS 


[Accident Repairs 
KCarslandVans 
Self Prep 
Respraysl 
from £2 


OLDBURY 

0121552 3133 


B 


■'N 


Local 

Information 


MARTON FULOP 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any persons 
having a claim against or an interest in the 
Estate of the aforementioned deceased, late 
of H-1137 Budapest Pozsonyi ut 50. 11.1 
Hungary, who died on 12/11/2015, are 
required to send particulars thereof in writing 
to the undersigned Solicitors on or before 
14/07/2017, after which date the Estate will be 
distributed having regard only to claims and 
interests of which they have had notice. 
MINCOFFS SOLICITORS LLP 
Jesmond Newcastle upon Tyne NE2 1SQ 

T500683 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
Regeneration and Planning 
Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) 

Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) 
Order 2015 

I hereby give notice that Sandwell Council has received the following applications under 
the planning acts which it is required to give public notice for the reason given at the 
beginning of each group of applications. 

This is a Listed Building application. 


DC/17/60518 Mr Keith Peters 
Law & Co 


Pool House 

106 Birmingham Road 
Great Barr 

Birmingham B43 7AD 


Remedial works involving 
replacement painted 
timber windows, 
render repairs, and 
refurbishment of 
entrance canopy. 


This is a major application. 

DC/17/60413 Discount Builders National Grid Gas Pic 
Merchants Ltd Former Gas Works 
Swan Lane 
West Bromwich 


Proposed change of use 
to builders merchants. 


This is a major application. 

DC/17/60416 Amin Narsinh And 
Waheed Kaisar 
KI Alloys (UK) Ltd 
and Sky Furniture 
Limited 


Unit 8 Peacocks Estate 
Providence Street 
Cradley Heath 
B64 5DG 


Proposed change of use 
to the sorting and storage 
of scrap metal. 


The application may affect the character or appearance of a conservation area. 
DC/17/60500 MrSChohan 121 Edward Street Proposed dormer window 

West Bromwich to rear. 

B70 8NT 


Members of the public may inspect copies of these applications at Council House, 

Freeth Street, Oldbury, West Midlands, B69 3DE (between 8.00a.m. and 5.30p.m. Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, 9.00a.m. and 5.30p.m. Wednesday and 8.00a.m. to 5p.m. Friday) 
or via the Council’s Public Access website (www.sandwell.gov.uk). 

Anyone who wishes to make representations about these applications can do so via the 
website, or should write to the Council at the above address within 21 days (and 21 days 
for Listed Building or Conservation Area consent) of the date of this advertisement quoting 
the application reference number. 


MR NICK BUBALO, Director - Regeneration and Planning 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Trafalgar Road, Tividale) (Temporary Road 
Closure) Order 2017 has made an Order to temporarily prohibit vehicles from 
proceeding along Trafalgar Road, Tividale between Ash Terrace and New Birmingham 
Road. Traffic will be diverted via A4123 New Birmingham Road, City Road, Poplar Rise, 
Wakeman Drive, Trafalgar Road and vice-versa. The maximum duration is 18 months, but 
the work necessitating a Temporary Traffic Regulation Order is expected to be completed 
by 30/06/17, effective from 15/05/17. Purpose - remedial works to the carriageway by 
Balfour Beatty for National Grid Gas. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Lewisham Road, Smethwick) (Temporary Road 
Closure) Order 2017 has made an Order to temporarily prohibit vehicles from 
proceeding along Lewisham Road, Smethwick between Bridge Street North and Pope 
Street. Traffic will be diverted via Middlemore Road, Mornington Road, Downing Street 
and vice-versa. The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work necessitating a 
Temporary Traffic Regulation Order is expected to be completed by 21/05/17, effective 
from 15/05/17. Purpose - sewer connection to Countryside Properties site by M Lambe 
Construction Ltd. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Oxford Road, West Bromwich) (Temporary Road 
Closure) Order 2017 has made an Order to temporarily prohibit vehicles from 
proceeding along Oxford Road, West Bromwich between Oak Lane and Lodge Road. 
Traffic will be diverted via Oak Road, Oak Lane and vice-versa and Lodge Road, High 
Street, Dartmouth Street and vice-versa. The maximum duration is 18 months, but the 
work necessitating a Temporary Traffic Regulation Order is expected to be completed by 
25/07/17, effective from 15/05/17. Purpose - storm and foul connections to Keepmoat 
Regeneration site by M Lambe Construction Ltd. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Forge Lane - Primrose Close, Cradley Heath) 
(Temporary Footpath Closure - FP6/RR) Order 2017 has made an Order to temporarily 
prohibit pedestrians from travelling via footpath number FP6/RR between Forge Lane and 
Primrose Close, Cradley Heath. Pedestrians will be diverted via Newpool Road, Primrose 
Close, Newpool Road, Forge Lane and vice-versa. The maximum duration is 6 months, 
but the work necessitating a Temporary Traffic Regulation Order is expected to be 
completed by 12/06/17, effective from 15/05/17. Purpose - demolition of a dangerous 
wall adjacent to public footpath by Paul J Fleming Associates for Ruskin Properties Ltd. 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Oak Lane, West Bromwich) (Temporary No 
Waiting At Any Time Restriction) Order 2017 has made an Order to temporarily 
prohibit waiting at any time at the following locations in Oak Lane, West Bromwich: a) 

Oak Lane - south side - from a point 21 metres west of its junction with Hazelbeech 
Road for a distance of 9 metres in a westerly direction; b) Oak Lane - north side - from a 
point 69 metres east of its junction with Dartmouth Street to a point 24 metres west of its 
intersection with the extended south eastern kerbline of Hazelbeech Road. The maximum 
duration is 18 months, but the work necessitating a Temporary Traffic Regulation Order 
is expected to be completed by 28/07/17, effective from 15/05/17. Purpose - to assist 
access and egress for buses into Oak Lane Depot throughout the period of the temporary 
closure of Oxford Road which is required in order to faciltate new storm and foul 
connections to Keepmoat Regeneration site by M Lambe Construction Ltd. 


LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 01902 713146 

or email 

marie.hogg@expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 

BUY LOCAL 
SELL lUPCJ^ 


Place your items for sale with great 
offers from the Express & Star and 

reach over half a million people*. 

We don’t have any hidden fees, expensive delivery charges 
or commission payments - just a great service, at great value 
for money enabling you to buy and sell locally. 

Contact us today to place your advert 

TELEPHONE - 01902 317878 
ON LINE - bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 
IN PERSON - At your local Express & Star office 

*SOURCE: Jicreg 01.10 .2012. Private advertisers only. 


Buy Local, Sell Local ClassifiedAds 
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ATTRACTIVE lonely Female 
seeking broadminded males within 
a 20 mile radius. 01902 489 181. 


★ ★★ 

LADY, 57 

Loves nature, easy going and 
fun, seeks genuine gent, 55 - 62 
for companionship and outings. 

Photo a must (returned) 
Within a 15 mile radius of 
Walsall. 

Box Number P20795, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


★ ★★ 

UNATTACHED GENTLEMAN 

67 years, seeks lady, 50-70, 
with a view to a possible long 
term relationship. 

Box Number P20799, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 




PLAYERS WANTED 


Hednesford Town YDS U16’s 
have a fantastic opportunity for 
talented footballers to join them 
in the Central Warwickshire 
Youth Football League for next 
season (2017/18). 

Players who successfully 
make the team will have the 
opportunity to develop their 
football careers within a proven 
pathway to either professional 
or semi-professional football 
under the guidance of UEFA 
coach Darryl Moffatt. 

Trials are being held in 
June/July 2017 for all player 
positions. To be considered you 
must have played at a high 
standard and must be currently 
in school yr 10, going into yr 11 
in September 2017. 

For more information or to 
register your interest for the 
forthcoming trials please 
contact Martin Canning on 
07545 31031 1 or email: 
htyds @ btinternet.com 



WYRLEY JUNIOR RANGERS 

Are actively seeking quality 
Outfield Players to join us as 
under 13’s for the season 
2017/2018. 

We are a successful, 
established side and are 
financially secure for the 
coming season. 

Interested, then please call 
Lee 07402 067512 to arrange 
a trial. 
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The new Picanto can cope with the bigger adventures as it does with city life 


By James Baggott 

It’s all too easy to pigeon-hole cars like the Kia 
Picanto as city centre shopping karts, fit for nothing 
more than a quick trip to the supermarket. 

While it might be true that the Korean car firm’s baby 
has traditionally been bought by grandparents and 
students, it’s an image the brand is desperately hoping 
it can shed. This is the third generation of Kia’s second 
best-selling UK car and with it comes more aggressive 
looks, sharper driving style and technology aimed at 
helping it appeal to a far broader range of buyers. 

Kia believes it can convince customers that while it 
might still be an easy and fun to drive little car, the new 
Picanto can still cope with the bigger adventures city 
dwellers might hanker for too. That’s why I find myself 
squeezed into a wet suit, dripping with sea water after a 
paddle-boarding adventure on the Italian coastline. 

To prove just how versatile its new Picanto can be if 
you want it to, Kia invited us to the Toscana coastline, 
crammed two blow-up paddleboards, wet suits and a 
picnic in one and pointed us towards the coast. 

Costing from just £9,450, the Picanto now boasts 
more passenger and luggage space but with no overall 
increase in size over the previous model. The Koreans 
have managed that by increasing the wheelbase while 
at the same time reducing overhangs. That means 
inside there’s a 25 per cent increase in luggage space, 
topping 255-litres with the rear seats up and 1,010-litres 
with them down. That extra carrying capacity certainly 
comes in handy. The two giant inflatable paddleboards 



You’d be surprised at what you can pack in a Picanto 

are easily swallowed in the boot, while overnight bags 
for two and accessories find a home too. In fact, it’s 
surprising just how much space there is left over. 

There’s a choice of engines in the new model. Our test 
vehicle - in ‘2’ specification - features the 1.0-litre 66bhp 
unit. But there’s also a 1.25-litre 83bhp option and a 
soon-to-be-added 1.0-litre turbocharged option. As fun 
as the latter sounds, even the lowest output unit hauls 
the city car along at a perfectly adequate rate (despite a 
lot of luggage) hitting 60mph in 13.8 seconds and atop 
speed of 10Omph. What’s more it’ll do that while sipping 
fuel at a miserly 64.2mpg rate on the combined cycle. 

Crossing the rich, lush green vine-covered Italian 
countryside near Grosseto as we attempt to find the 
beach, the Picanto’s light steering and peppy engine 
impresses, as does its ability to soak up potholes you’d 
fear would otherwise swallow it. 

As we approach the beach, the asphalt crumbles away 
and the Picanto skips between giant holes littering the 
sand-covered track to the water. After unpacking all of 
the kit, it’s impressive just how much has been pushed 
into the pleasantly practical Picanto. 

While drying off in the supportive front seats of the Kia, 
there’s time to play with the kit. It’s functional not flashy 
inside, and despite the smaller screen for the multimedia 
system on this mid-range ‘2’, it still works well with your 
phone, streaming Spotify perfectly. 

There’s air conditioning, electric front and rear 
windows, heated door mirrors and leather trimmed 
steering wheel to enjoy and that’s on top of the options 
standard across the range which include remote central 
locking, USB and AUX ports, electronic stability control 
and automatic city braking. 

The latter was well demonstrated on our return trip, 
triggering when a sheep strayed into the middle of the 
road. The system automatically brakes for drivers up to 
speeds of 50mph to a complete stop when it sensing 
a crash - in this case assisting to the point where the 
sheep narrowly avoids becoming another statistic. 

Kia has certainly moved its Picanto on leaps and 
bounds from its predecessor. On the road it’s sharper 
to drive, quieter and sportier than ever before. Its new 
tech - which on higher spec models even includes 
Apple CarPlay and Android Auto - is impressive, while 
it’s a comfortable car to spend time in. What’s more, 
it’s always satisfying to know that even though it’s a car 
unlikely to shed that blue rinse stereotype, if you are a 
more adventurous owner it can cope admirably with all 
the kit you’ll need to escape city life. 


Oak Garage® 

.co.uk 


Oak Garage your local RAC Approved Dealer. 
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14 Citroen C3 Picasso 1.6 VTi 16V VTR+ EGS6 Red Only 4000 Miles £8,495 
64 Vauxhall Astra Sports Tourer 1,6i Elite Blue Only 4000 Miles £9,995 

14 Ford B-max 1.6 Zetec Powershift Silver Only 6000 Miles £8,995 

13 Citroen C3 Picasso 1.6 VTi Exclusive EGS6 Grey Only 7000 Miles £7,995 

61 Ford Fiesta 1 .4 Zetec 5dr Auto Blue Only 8000 Miles £6,995 

15 Nissan Pulsar Diesel 1.5 dCi Acenta Red Only 8000 Miles £10,495 

63 Ford Focus Diesel 1.6 TDCi 1 15 Zetec Red Only 1 1 000 Miles £8,995 

14 Peugeot 208 1.2 VTi Active Silver Only 11000 Miles £7,495 

14 Vauxhall Meriva 1.6 CDTi Exclusiv Brown Only 11000 Miles £7,995 I 

14 Hvundai 120 Hatchback 1.2 Active Silver Only 12000 Miles £6,995 j 

14 Citroen C4 Picasso 1.6 e-HDi 115 Exclusive+ Red 62k £9,495 

63 Citroen C4 Picasso 1.6 HDiVTR Blue 69k £7,295 

63 Citroen C4 Picasso 1.6 HDi VTR+ Blue 25k £9,495 

11 Citroen C4 Picasso 1.6 HDi VTR+ EGS6 Grey 29k £7,295 

06 Citroen C6 2.7 HDi V6 Exclusive 4dr Auto White 79k £10,995 

57 Citroen C6 2.7 HDi V6 Lignage 4dr Auto Silver 62k £7,995 

57 Citroen C6 Diesel Saloon 2.7 HDi V6 Lignage 4dr Auto Black £7,995 

63 Citroen DS3 1.6 e-HDi Airdream DStyle Plus Black 40k £7,995 

14 Citroen Grand C4 Picasso 1.6 e-HDi 115 Exclusive ETG6 Blue 41k £11,495 

63 Citroen Grand C4 Picasso 1.6 e-HDi Exclusive-i- Bronze 20k £13,495 

63 Citroen Grand C4 Picassol .6 e-HDi 115 Airdream VTR+ Red 26k £10,995 

Ford 

13 Ford C-max Diesel 1.6 TDCi Zetec Black 23k £8,295 

11 Ford C-max Diesel Estate 1.6 TDCi Zetec Blue 57k £6,495 

14 Ford C-max Estate 1.6 TDCi Titanium Silver 22k £9,995 

64 Ford Focus 1 .6 TDCi 115 Zetec Navigator White 29k £9,795 

09 Ford Focus 1 .6 TDCi Zetec Silver 84k £3,995 

63 Ford Focus Diesel 1 .6 TDCi 115 Zetec Black 32k £8,995 

13 Ford Focus Hatchback 1.6 Zetec 5dr White 13k £8,995 

09 Ford Mondeo Diesel 2.0 TDCi Zetec Silver 90k £3,995 

Nissan 

63 Nissan Juke 1.5 DCI Acenta Red 22k £8,795 

63 Nissan Juke Hatchback 1.6 Acenta White 23k £9,295 

14 Nissan Note 1.2 DiG-S Acenta Premium Auto Blue 19K £8,995 

14 Nissan Note 1.5 dCi Acenta Premium 5dr Blue 27k £7,995 

63 Nissan Note 1.5 dCi Acenta Premium 5dr Grey 31 k £7,995 

57 Nissan Note Hatchback 1.4 Acenta 5dr Blue £2,495 

14 Nissan Qashqai 1.2 DiG-T Acenta [Smart Vision Pack] Black 13k £12,795 

14 Nissan Qashqai 1.2 DiG-T Acenta [Smart Vision Pack] Silver 13k £12,495 

Peugeot 

63 Peugeot 2008 1.6 e-HDi Active EGC Brown 21 k £8,795 

14 Peugeot 208 Hatchback 1.2 VTi Active Red 14k £7,295 

14 Peugeot 3008 1.6 e-HDi Active 5dr EGC Silver 31 k £8,995 

61 Peugeot 3008 Diesel 1.6 e-HDi 112 Sport EGC Brown 17k £7,495 

13 Peugeot 3008 Diesel 1.6 HDi 115 Allure Grey 24k £8,995 

14 Peugeot 308 1.6 HDi 115 Active White 43k £7,695 

13 Peugeot 308 Diesel 1.6 HDi 92 Access Silver 71k £4,995 

Renault 

14 Renault Captur 1.5 dCi 90 Dynamique S MediaNav Orange 29k £9,995 

14 Renault Clio 0.9 TCE 90 Dynamique S MediaNav Red 15k £8,995 

14 Renault Clio 1.5 dCi 90 Dynamique S MediaNav Energy Red 21k £9,295 

Sales Line Open Till 10pm Tonight 
Call Steve 07747 633329 


Vauxhall 

63 Vauxhall Antara Diesel 2.2 CDTi Diamond Auto Black 18k 
14 Vauxhall Astra 2.0 CDTi 16V ecoFLEX SRi Green 13k 
10 Vauxhall Astra 1,6i 16V Exclusiv Auto Blue 68k 

14 Vauxhall Astra 2.0 CDTi 16V ecoFLEX Elite Red 44k 

58 Vauxhall Combo 1.3 CDTi Auto With Access Ramp Silver 81 k 
63 Vauxhall Corsa Hatchback 1.4 SRi 3dr [AC] Red 14k 
63 Vauxhall Insignia Tourer 2.0 CDTi [163] Elite Nav Grey 24k 

15 Vauxhall Meriva 1.4T 16V Exclusiv Auto Brown 13k 

63 Vauxhall Zafira Tourer 2.0 CDTi ecoFLEX Exclusiv Gold 42k 
15 Vauxhall Zafira Tourer 2.0 CDTi Exclusiv Black 13k 
Others 

10 Fiat 500 Hatchback 1.2 Lounge 3dr Blue 52k 

14 Fiat 500L Diesel 1.3 Multijet 85 Trekking Dualogic Yellow 28k 

60 Honda Accord 2.0 i-VTEC EX 4dr Auto Silver 36k 

10 Honda Civic Hatchback 1.8 i-VTEC Si Red 69k 

07 Kia Ceed Diesel Hatchback 1.6 CRDi LS Black 99k 

64 Kia Sportage Diesel Estate 2.0 CRDi KX-2 Blue 18k 
63 Mercedes-Benz B Class B180 CDI Sport Black 26k 
63 Seat Leon 1.6 TDI SE DSG [Tech Pack] Silver 33k 
08 Toyota Auris Hatchback 1.6 WTi T Spirit Blue 64k 

11 Toyota Yaris 1.33 WT-i T Spirit Nav Silver 87k 
08 Volkswagen Touran 1.9 TDI S 90 Grey 87k 


£11,995 

£8,995 

£4,995 

£7,995 

£3,295 

£6,995 

£11,495 

£8,995 

£9,495 

£10,495 

£4,795 

£8,295 

£8,795 

£5,495 

£2,495 

£15,495 

£12,995 

£8,995 

£2,995 

£3,995 

£5,495 


Finance Arranged 
Within 60 Mins 

From 4 . 99 % 


Flat Rate / APR Variable 


For A Quick Decision Call Us Now 

01384 906030 

Application Requirements 

* Driving Licence 

* Bank Details 
^ 2 Proofs Of Address 
9 Employers Details 

* Self Employed Available 
^ Retired Facility Available 
^ Loans Subject To Status 




Another 100 Low Mileage Cars Available Soon See Details At: 

www.oakgarage.co.uk 

Unit I .Sterling Park, Brierley Hill DY5 ITB 

Tel: 01384 906030 

Opening Times: Mon-Thu: 9-6, Fri-Sat: 9-5, Sun: I I -4 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, May 11,2017 
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The current range of Ford Fiestas 


The best-selling car in 
Europe is Ford Fiesta 


DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY 




2015 65 VAUXHALL CORSA 
VXR 1.6 TURBO 3-dr, White, 
15,000 miles 

£13,495 


2016/16 TOYOTA 
LANDCRUISERS, AUTO, 
NAV, DIESEL, 6,000 MILES 

£35,995 


2016/66 FORD KA+ 2007/07 VAUXHALL 2007 57 MERCEDES E200K 

1.2 ZETEC 5-DR, CORSA 1.21 LIFE AC, Silver, ELEGANCE, Saloon, Auto, 

1,500 MILES Petrol, 5-dr, 27,243 miles Black, 69,000 miles 

£8,995 £4,495 £6,995 


Am* -/KJ 


'W' m&BBI 

2016 66 VAUXHALL VIVARO 29001.6 2016/66 VAUXHALL ASTRA 2015/15 VAUXHALL VIVARO 2900 2017/17 VAUXHALL CORSA 
CDTi, bi TURBO 120 PS, ECO flex hi i .4 TURBO, ELITE, 5-DR, 16CDTi 115PS H1 Van White > 1.3 CDTI16V Van (Start/Stop) 
VAN Black, Diesel, 5-dr, Panel Van nav MODEL, 12,000 MILES Diese1, Manua1, Door ’ 60,987 miles Silver, Diesel, Manual, 3 Door 

£13,995 +VAT £14,495 £9,495+VAT £io,495+VAT 

NOW ONLY! 

15/65 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 1 .6 CDTi ESTATE 136 SRi VX R-UNE White, 5162 miles. £13,995 

15/65 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA SRi NAV VX LINE White, 8000 miles. £13,995 

16/16 VAUXHALL ASTRA SRi NAV 1 .6 CDTi 5-dr, White, Sat Nav, One Owner. £13,995 

16/16 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.4 SRi Sat Nav, 5-dr, Silver, 1O.OOOmiles. £13,495 


15/15 VAUXHALL ADAM 1.2 JAM Red, 10,000 miles... 


2014/64 VAUXHALL 
AMPERA, SILVER, 
24,000 MILES 

£15,995 

NOWONLY! 

. £7,995 


14/14 VAUXHALL ZAFIRA DESIGN, Grey, 29,000 miles . £7,650 

12/12 FORD FIESTA TITANIUM 5-dr Auto, White, 26,000 miles . £7,495 

14/14 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 EXCITE 5-dr, White, 36,000 miles . £7,495 


15/15 VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 2.0 CDTi SRi 7 Seats, MPV, Alloys, 9722 miles . £12,995 

15/65 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 1 .6 CTDi SRi Sat Nav, 5-dr, 18,000 miles, Black . £12,750 

15/65 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 1 .6 CDTi SRi 23,000 miles, Silver, 5-dr . £12,495 

15/15 FORD FOCUS TITANIUM 1.0 Ecoboost 5-dr, Grey, 7,000 miles . £11,995 

14/63 VAUXHALL MOKKA TECHLINE 1.4T S/S Olympic, 12,876 miles . £11,995 

14/14 VAUXHALL MOKKA SE 1.7 CDTi Orange, 38,000 miles . £11,995 

15/65 VAUXHALL MOKKA 1 .6 SE Petrol, 2WD, Black, 14,200 miles . £11,995 

15/15 FORD FOCUS TITANIUM 1.0 ECOBOOST, Grey, 7000 miles . £11,995 

16/16 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1400cc ENERGY 5-dr, Black, 5800 miles, Alloys, PAB Radio . £11,995 

16/16 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.0T TECHLINE 5-dr choice. Available from . £11,495 

15/15 VAUXHALL MOKKA EXCLUSIV1 .6 CDTi, White, 10,000 miles . £11,495 

13/63 VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1 .6 TOURER T-L CDTi EF Silver, 27,400 miles . £10,995 

13/13 MINI COUNTRYMAN ‘COOPER’ Diesel 5-dr. Red, 50,000 miles . £10,495 

12/62 CITROEN GRAND PICASSO MPV Diesel Auto 7 Seats, Black, 19,000 miles . £9,995 

13/13 VAUXHALL MOKKA SE CDTi 1.7 Silver, 42k miles, DAB Radio, Bluetooth ^. £9,995 

14/14 VAUXHALL CORSA VXR 1.6T Arden Blue, 24,000 miles . £9,995 

16/66 VAUXHALL CORSA ENERGY 1.4 5-dr, Green, 1500 miles, Air Con, Alloys . £8,995 

16/65 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4 LIMITED EDITION, 5-dr, Grey . £8,995 


13/63 VAUXHALL MERIVA1.4 TECH LINE Grey, 16,000 miles, Alloys, Air Con. £7,495 

14/64 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.3 CDTi EXCITE 5-dr. Blue, 22,500 miles. £7,495 

15/65 VAUXHALL VIVA SE 5-dr, Blue, AC, 1,100 miles. £6,995 

13/63 VAUXHALL ASTRA TOURER ESTATE 2.0 Diesel, Blue, 43,000 miles. £6,995 

12/12 SEAT IBIZA “SPORT RIDER” ESTATE CAR Diesel, White, 43k miles. £6,995 

13/13 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6SE 5-dr, Petrol, Blue, 44,000 miles. £6,795 

13/13 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4 SRi 5-dr. White, 32,000 miles. £6,650 

12/62 VAUXHALL CORSA LTD EDITION 5-dr, Yellow, 1.2 Petrol, 22,000 miles. £6,495 

14/14 FIAT 500 ‘POP’ 1.2, Green, 23,000 miles. £6,450 

14/63 FIAT DOBL01.3 MULTI JET, 16V SX VAN, White, Diesel, Manual, 43,080 miles... E5995+VAT 

12/61 VAUXHALL CORSA SRi 1.4 3-dr, Red, 28,000 miles. £5,995 

14/14 SUZUKI ALTO SZ31.0 5-dr, Red, 14,000 miles. £4,995 

10/10 VAUXHALL CORSA ENERGY 1.2 3-dr, Turquoise, 33,000 miles. £4,995 

10/10 RENAULT CLIO DCE EYNAMIQUE ESTATE Red, 36,000 miles, Air Con, Alloys. £4,995 

09/09 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1 .6 TWIN TOP CONVERTIBLE SPORT Grey, 33,000 miles. £4,995 

12/62 HYUNDA1110 ACTIVE 1.2 5-dr. Silver, 23,383 miles. £4,995 

13/13 CITROEN Cl I.Oi VTR 5-dr, Full MOT,Warranty, Grey, Petrol, 5-dr, 33,910 miles........ .....£4,750 

10/10 VAUXHALL AGILA 1.2 CLUB 5-dr, Red, 48.000 miles. £3,995 

12/12 VAUXHALL AGILA 1.0 S 5-dr, 43,000 miles. £3,995 

07/57 RENAULT CLIO SX DYNAMIQUE 1.13-dr, Black, alloys, body kit, 71,000 miles. £3,495 

. £2,995 


15/65 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4 EXCITE 3-dr, Black, 9,000 miles . £8,150 06/06 VAUXHALL ASTRA ACTIVE Only 48k miles, Silver, 5-dr, Service History 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU 


DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY | 

TRINDLE ROAD, DUDLEY, DY2 7AY (Between Cousins and Dudley Zoo) Z 

01384 454100www.dudleymotorco.co.uk < 


By James Parker 


The Ford Fiesta is the best-selling car in Europe, 
according to Ford analysis of March 2017 industry 
data. 

Customers purchased 47,000 Fiestas in March, 
a 12 per cent increase year-over-year, to overtake 
the Volkswagen Golf as the region’s top-selling 
passenger car. 

The Ford Fiesta has been the UK best-seller for 
eight years and, in a record sales month in the UK, it 
notched up 25,428 sales. 

Almost 70 per cent of Fiesta sales in March were 
high-specification models, including 17 per cent in 
top specification Titanium series. Fiesta sales helped 
fuel a new car registration boom in Europe that saw 
a record 1.93 million sales in March-a 10.8 per cent 
increase year-over-year. Europe has now overtaken 
the U.S. to become the world’s second largest region 
for new car registrations. 

Ford sold 199,900 vehicles in Europe in March 
(up 14 per cent year-over-year), including 156,200 
passenger vehicles (up 16 per cent year-over-year). 
This makes Ford the second best-selling vehicle 
brand in Europe with a total vehicle market share of 
9.2 per cent. 



The all-new Fiesta goes on sale this summer 


“Fiesta was again our best-selling vehicle in March, 
making up 12 per cent of Ford total vehicle sales. 
Customers continue to be attracted by Fiesta’s 
distinctive style, powerful but fuel-efficient engines, 
and class-leading fun to drive character,” said Roelant 
de Waard, vicepresident, marketinsales and service, 
Ford of Europe. “March was a stand-out month for 
Ford in Europe, with sales increases across the 
board.” 

Of Europe’s five largest markets for car sales - 
Germany, the U.K., France, Italy and Spain - Spain 
recorded the most significant growth for Fiesta with 
sales increasing 97 per cent year-over-year in March. 
In Italy, Fiesta sales increased 21 per cent and in 
Germany 18 per cent year-over year. 

The UK - where Fiesta is the best-selling vehicle 
nameplate of all time - saw a sales increase of 8 
per cent year-over-year, while Flungary, the Czech 
Republic, Denmark, Romania, Switzerland and the 
Netherlands also recorded significant increases in 
Fiesta registrations. 

The all-new Ford Fiesta goes on sale in Europe this 
summer offering four distinctive versions, including 
the stylish Fiesta Titanium, the Ford Performance- 
inspired Fiesta ST-Line and the upscale Fiesta 
Vignale. 

An all-new Fiesta Active crossover - the first in a 
new line-up of Active vehicles to be rolled out across 
the Ford range in years to come - and the next- 
generation Ford Fiesta ST, powered by an all-new 
200PS, three-cylinder, 1.5-litre EcoBoost engine, will 
follow in early 2018. 

Featuring the most sophisticated driver assistance 
technologies and connectivity features ever in a 
volume small car in Europe, all-new Fiesta debuts 
an enhanced Pedestrian Detection system that can 
help prevent collisions at night; and the first Ford 
Active Park Assist system that can deliver brake 
interventions to prevent low-speed bumps when 
parking hands-free. 

Cutting-edge powertrains include Ford’s multi¬ 
award winning 1.0-litre EcoBoost petrol engine 
offering up to MOPS, and a 1.5-litre TDCi diesel 
offering 120PS - the first high-power diesel Fiesta 
powertrain. 
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Trevor Gadd with two major trophies and some of his jubilant supporters delighted at his Olympic selection 


Trevor Gadd in action at Leicester, where he set a record for the 200 metres 



Trevor Gadd after winning a national sprint championship 


Trevor, you will never 
now be forgotten again 


SPORTING MEMORIES 


Report by John Scott 


NOBODY knew who he was when 
he returned from his new home 
in Canada to the city of his glory 
days. But the name of Trevor Gadd 
will never been forgotten again. 

For it has just been decided that it will 
be added to Wolverhampton’s Sporting 
Hall of Fame later this year. 

David Viner, chairman of the cycling sec¬ 
tion of Halesowen Athletic and Cycling Club 
of which Trevor is a life member, nominated 
him for the award. 

He said: “I am delighted that the nomina¬ 
tion has been accepted. I believe Trevor has 
been an an under-valued sportsman and this 
should help set the record straight.” 

Plaques 

Trevor lived in Elmdon Road, Oxley - just 
two miles from Aldersley Stadium where 
the Hall of Fame books and wall plaques 
are displayed - from the age of 14. He went 
to Elston Hall Nursery and Junior School, 
Wobaston Secondary Modern and Wulfrun 
College. 

He represented Great Britain in the 1976 
Olympic games, the 1977 World Track 
Championships and the 1978 Common¬ 
wealth Games in which he won silver medals 
in the individual and tandem sprints. 

Sadly he was involved in a bad crash soon 
after the Games and retired from the sport. 

At one stage he had also been a discus 
and hammer thrower and shared the same 
coach as Olympic gold medal winning javelin 
thrower Tessa Sanderson. 

Mr Viner said: “Trevor came from a hum¬ 
ble background and did not get any of the 
financial support given to riders now. 


“In those days you had to give your GB 
jersey back at the end of the race. Lottery 
money has made a big difference to the life 
of sportsmen and women. 

“Trevor moved to Canada and, a few years 
ago came back to see his dad. 

“Aldersley Stadium meant a lot to him 
because he did a lot of training and riding 
there. He expected a warm welcome but 
somebody there said they had never heard of 
him, a comment he took personally.” 

Mr Viner is now hoping to encourage Tre¬ 
vor, now aged 65, to come back to this coun¬ 
try once more to receive his award. 

Ambassador 

The ceremony is likely to take place in 
September and if he cannot make it his 
brother, who lives in Leeds, will be asked to 
take his place. 

Chairman of Wolverhampton’s Sports 
Advisory Council, Peter Holmes MBE, said: 
“Trevor Gadd upholds all that is good in 
sport and is a fine ambassador for Wolver¬ 
hampton. 

“He also provides an immense incentive 
for every young cyclist.” 

Trevor’s story tells of when he was a lad 
living just a couple of miles from Aldersley 
Stadium. He rode the track there as a school¬ 
boy. His nickname by the spectators was 
‘Tiger’ with his family being factory workers. 

He was not sure what the other kids par¬ 
ents did for a living but they had the sprints 
and tubs while he had a road bike converted 
to fixed wheel with tubes and clincher tyres 
and could still hold his own. 

Previous inductees include athlete Denise 
Lewis, Le Mans winning racing driver Rich¬ 
ard Atwood and Wolves footballers Bert Wil¬ 
liams and Billy Wright. 



In action - Trevor Gadd will be added to the Sporting Hall of Fame 


Recalling richest 
prizes in football 

EUROPEAN CUP winners with perennial rivals Liverpool and Manches¬ 
ter United will recall claiming the richest prizes in club football at a Wol¬ 
verhampton pub next month. 

Alan Kennedy and David May both have medals from going to the top 
table, during their playing careers, with the Reds and United respectively. 

The duo will now headline an event titled ‘Vintage Reds’ at the Cleveland 
Arms Sports Bar, Stowheath Lane, on June 8. 

Kennedy made all the difference with winning strikes for Liverpool in 
both the 1980 and 1984 European Cup finals, despite operating as a left- 
back. May spent nine years as a squad player at Old Trafford, where he 
would win two Premier League titles, two FA Cups and the now re-branded 
Champions League. 

Tickets to see Kennedy and May start with standard entry costing £12. 

VIP packages are £30 including priority seating, a buffet and a profes¬ 
sional photograph with Kennedy and May - but only a handful of this cat¬ 
egory remain. 

Tickets can be bought online, at either www.clevelandarms.com or call in 
at the venue or dial 01902 451 021. 


woffinden misses 
out in Grand Prix 

TAI WOFFINDEN went agonisingly close to a semi-final spot in the open¬ 
ing Speedway Grand Prix of the year - but he was still happy with his work. 

The Great Britain star notched eight-points in Krsko, Slovenia, not quite 
enough to make the cut. But he won two heats along the way and insists 
he’s laid the foundations to build on in the long season ahead. 

He said: “I’m taking the positives from the first Grand Prix and I’ve put 
eight points on the board which is a solid start. 

“It’s not bad but could have been better, that’s the best way to sum up 
how I feel about it. It’s good to get the first one out of the way and it gives 
me something to build on. Of course it was a shame to miss out on the 
semi-finals but I’ve got something to work on.” 

Woffinden admitted he felt race rusty at the start line after a lack of 
competitive racing in the build-up to Slovenia. 

“There were some starts I made a bit of a jump at but that’s down to 
being race rusty. Starts are such a big part of this sport and you have to be 
in the groove which isn’t easy when you’ve not raced much. 

“As I say there’s lots to work on, lots to improve on and I’m sure we’ll 
get there.” 


Pushing boat out 
to get on the water 

FREE and low cost sailing and windsurfing is on offer across the region as 
the national RYA Push the Boat Out ‘have-a-go’ festival gets under way 
this weekend. 

Last year more than 4,000 people across the Midlands discovered sailing 
for the first time through the initiative. 

Five clubs and centres - Aldridge, Sandwell Valley, Dudley, Himley Hall 
and Greensforge - will be opening their gates for open days and ’taster’ 
events before the nine-day festival ends on Sunday, May 21. 

For families who find the experience to their liking,it can cost just £20 a 
month, or even less to join a sailing club. 

All equipment for the Push The Boat Out initiative will be provided, and 
refreshments will be available. All that is required are a towel and a pair 
of old trainers. 

To find your nearest event and for full details of exactly what is going 
on and when at each participating sailing club and centre, visit www.rya. 
org.uk/PTBO - to search for an event where disabled people can get on the 
water tick the ‘Sailability’ activities box. 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, May 11,2017 






























Gadd-about! cyclist ffevor rides 
into city’s sporting Hall of Fame 

Page 39 



SPORTS DESK 01902 319531 


CHRON.SPORT@EXPRESSANDSTAR.CO.UK 


Brum errors 
creep in for 
close defeat 

BIRMINGHAM were made to rue a se¬ 
ries of errors as they slipped to a narrow 
46-44 defeat at Stoke. 

It’s the first time the Surestop Brum¬ 
mies have lost a regular league fixture 
since July 2016. Graham Drury’s side 
found themselves four points down with 
six heats remaining, but a hat-trick of 
4-2s edged the Brummies in front 37-35 
after heat 12. 

And despite taking the chequered flag 
in heats 13 and 15, a 5-1 to the Potters 
in the penultimate race proved a major 
turning point in the meeting, forcing 
Birmingham to settle for a consolation 
league point. 

Team boss Graham Drury described it 
as a frustrating night for his side and has 
challenged his riders to get back to win¬ 
ning ways when they host King’s Lynn 
on Wednesday. 

Said Drury: “It’s a bit of a tough one to 
take because of the position we got our¬ 
selves back into but we’ve only got our¬ 
selves to blame. We threw a hell of a lot 
of points away, perhaps seven or eight, 
and if this was at a higher level I’d be 
standing here a lot more annoyed than I 
am right now.” 

Teenage sensation Jack Parkin- 
son-Blackburn was in breathtaking form 
once again, dropping just one point to a 
strong Stoke opposition. It takes his tally 
to 86 paid 88 from his last five official 
meetings in the red and yellow race- 
jacket. 

Captain Darryl Ritchings picked up 
three race wins on his way to double fig¬ 
ures while Tom Bacon secured impres¬ 
sive back-to-back race wins in the middle 
of a mixed night for the No.l. 

Reserve Layne Cupitt was only denied 
double figures again after sliding off on a 
couple of occasions while Macauley Leek 
and Kyle Roberts will have learnt a lot 
from the experience. 

Heathens saddled 
with a loss during 
trophy bid away 

HEATHENS went down 46-43 in the 
Ivor Brown trophy at Leicester. Danny 
Ayres wowed the crowd by winning heat 
four without a saddle - but his late trou¬ 
bles proved a bigger pain in the backside. 

The Motor Market Heathens number 
five, who also represents the Lions in 
the Premiership, had scored eight from 
three rides locked up in heat 13 before a 
mechanical fault caused him to miss the 
two minutes in a last-heat decider. 

Ayres went off 15 metres but could 
not catch up as Josh Bates, the reserve 
who rode at number one for the much- 
changed hosts, led Matt Williamson in 
the only 5-1 of the night to secure the 
Ivor Brown Memorial Trophy. Look¬ 
ing back on his battle without a saddle, 
Ayres said: “I have never had anything 
like that before. I think that was where 
the motocross came into it but when I 
looked round, I saw I was still winning.” 

Next up for the Heathens is a trip to 
the Isle of Wight in the National League 
on Thursday, May 18. Cradley had the 
previous night made it back-to-back 
victories in the Travel Plus National 
League with a 51-39 win at Plymouth. 


Home fighters take honours at Banks's 


IT was a night for the home fighters in Walsall 
last Friday evening as all seven were victorious 
on BCB Promotions’ ‘The Next Chapter’ Show 
at Banks’s Stadium. Headline act Luke Paddock 
was among the contingent sending the crowd 
home happy, writes James Eley. 

He was handed a scare in the main event of 
the evening against tireless Hereford fighter 
Dean Evans whose workrate frustrated the home 
fighter and stopped him giving one of his usual 
stylish performances. 

‘Cool Hand’, from Bloxwich, was relieved to re¬ 
cord his 17th victory in front of his home crowd 


BOXING 


after a 58-57 verdict in his first bout at light¬ 
weight. 

Tommy Loach got the second stoppage in his 
third professional fight in the opening bout of the 
evening against Adam Bannister. The 24-year-old 
from West Bromwich rarely got hit as he slipped 
well and kept his head moving. 

Loach was equally as impressive in offence as 
he switched angles fluidly and dominated his op¬ 
ponent with powerful uppercuts and hooks which 
pushed Bannister back on the ropes. 


The 28-year-old was sent to the canvas in the 
third and the referee decided to stop the fight 
with a minute left in the final round as Bannister 
was completely outclassed. 

Humza Ali was handed a tough debut against 
the unorthodox Anwar Alfadli but he boxed 
smartly to ensure he got his career off to a win. 

The Walsall pugilist landed the meaningful 
shots and kept up the pressure to earn a convinc¬ 
ing 40-36 result in front of a raucous hometown 
support. 

Wolverhampton’s Kyle Williams warmed up for 
his Midlands Area title fight in July with a 60-54 
landslide six-round victory over Jordan Turner. 


RELIEF AT LAST 
FOR RONDON 


SALOMON Rondon admits 
scoring his first goal in nearly 
five months has lifted a huge 
weight off his shoulders. 

Not only did the Venezuelan break 
his own drought, he also scored Albi¬ 
on’s first goal since mid-March before 
Craig Dawson added another in Satur¬ 
day’s 2-2 draw with Burnley. 

And Rondon, who has suffered from personal 
problems during his barren spell, thanked his 
team-mates for keeping him going. 

“I’m feeling good, it makes me happy to be 
scoring again,” said Rondon. “For strikers it’s 
obviously very difficult when you have a long pe¬ 
riod without getting a goal. 

“There’s always pressure in football and you 
never know what is going to happen. But it’s a 
weight off my shoulders to find the net again. 
We managed to come back from a losing position 
but we are still disappointed not to get all three 
points.” 

According to Baggies boss Tony Pulis, Ron- 
don’s goal in the 66th minute was just reward 
for months of hard work behind the scenes. 

“Everybody at the football club and all the 
players in the dressing room are pleased Salo¬ 
mon scored,” said Pulis. “Hal (Robson-Kanu) is 
injured at the moment and Salomon has had to 
take the responsibility and really carry the team 
at times when he could have done with a bit of a 
break. But he’s kept going. Everybody respects 
him and understands what a great kid he is. In 
training and in games he never stops. He just 
needed a goal, that’ll perk him up a little bit, 
everybody’s pleased, especially him.” 

Pulis also heaped praise on teenager Sam Field 
after handing the 18-year-old his third start of 
the season. 

Although Field was withdrawn shortly after 
half-time, Pulis says the promising central mid¬ 
fielder is big part of his future plans. 

“I thought Sam was smashing,” said Pulis. 
“What killed him was the break. He looked very 
tired at the start of the second half, he looked 
as though he couldn’t get his legs going. It’s a 
different game to what it is in the academy, It 
was a real eye opener for the boy but I thought 
he was fantastic.” 



Celebrations - Salomon Rondon scored his first Albion goal since mid-December 


Finale rematch lives up to the anticipation 


WarleyWomen 12 
Bournville Ladies 29 

HAVING already played Bourn¬ 
ville earlier in the season this 
was a highly anticipated re¬ 
match. It was Bournville who 
scored first but it was not made 
easy for them and scored two 
tries late into the first half one 
of which was converted. In the 


second half Bournville made a 
break and scored another try. 
Warley then scored via the Prop 
Rachel Dunn from a lineout. 
Warley continued with the pres¬ 
sure resulting in the captain 
Rhian Etheridge scoring. The 
game finished with Bournville 
scoring another two tries with 
one those being converted. 


Warley women are hosting an 
open training session with an 
afternoon tea on May 17 from 
6.30pm at the club on Tatbank 
Road. Players of all ages from 
18, and all abilities are invited. 
Food, tea and Prosecco after 
training will be provided. Call 
Rhian on 07711 141826 or email 
warleyrfcl970@gmail.com 


Fordhouses 
win against 
neighbours 

WEST Bromwich Dartmouth looked in 
trouble at 144-6 at Brockhampton in the 
Birmingham League Premier Division 
but 49 from Shozair Ali boosted them 
to 224 all out on completion of 50 overs. 

Brockhampton were bowled out for 
182 after at one stage being 64-5. 

Walsall continued their bright start 
with a 118-run win at Dorridge who 
could only muster 113 in response to the 
visitors’ 231 with new overseas player 
Sivakumar Duwarapu taking 3-24. 

Knowle & Dorridge earned their first 
win of the season at home to Wolver¬ 
hampton who were bowled out for 214 
in 47 overs. K&D cruised to a six wicket 
win with 11 overs to spare. 

Smethwick are among the three sides 
at the top of Division One following an 
eight-wicket winover Bridgnorth, who 
were dismissed for 110. 

Hosts Walmley were beaten by Himley 
by just two runs as they pursued 291- 
7. Greg Wright scored 91 for Himley, 
whose Stuart Wedge took 4-35 in reply. 

Among the front-runners in Divi¬ 
sion Two are Fordhouses who defeated 
neighbours Wombourne by 18 runs. 

Halesowen are still seeking their first 
win after defeat to C&R Hawks. Lee 
Evans hit 68 not out as Hawks totalled 
229. Halesowen were skittled for 123 
with ex-England Test player Kabir Ali 
taking 5-24. 

Penkridge (220-7) beat Pershore by 
three wickets with 10 balls in hand. 

At Deansfield in Division Three, 
Brewood (207-8) overcame newcomers 
Worcester Nomads by 10 runs. 

Stourbridge have two wins from two 
after romping to a nine-wicket success at 
Nuneaton after the home side collapsed 
to 90 all out. 

Sam Bates hit 77 and took 3-54 as 
Streetly (289-9) beat Handsworth (201) 
by 81 runs. 

Podium finishes 
for BCT quartet 

IT was a great day for triathlon on Sun¬ 
day at the Ludlow Junior Triathlon held 
and there was great racing by BCT jun¬ 
iors who took four podium places. 

Lydia Silk and Ollie Mason each took 
2nd in the youth age group in 50:04 and 
45:47 respectively, Abbie Kennard 2nd 
in the TS2 category in 28:34 and Scarlett 
Williams 1st place in TS1 in 17:36. 

Ollie Evans came home 4th in youth 
category in 52:0land Sydney Williams 
10th TS3 in 56:42. Izzy Mason showed 
true grit carrying on despite a major me¬ 
chanical set back after a tumble off the 
bike on the second lap and came home 
16th out of 20 in TS2 in 38:13. 
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COMPLETE GARAGE CONVERSIONS FROM £6.350 


* Quality installations ••• 

No deposit required ••• 

Full payment on completion 

FREE plastic ceiling with chrome inserts and 
4 x led spot lights with all full bathroom conversions 


DB 


PROPERTY 

MAINTENANCE 


West Midlands Ltd 

I KITCHENS & BATHROOMS 

(MlEaDQiBQlED 657 EBEB 

| 


WE DON’T USE SUBCONTRACT BATHROOM INSTALLERS UNLIKE OTHER LOCAL BATHROOM COMPANIES! 


Your local bathroom 
and kitchen specialist 

Full bathroom conversions from £3495 

Fully fitted kitchens from £4995 & 

& dr 

Friendly reliable service Ao ^ 

Fully project managed Ar 



























